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Sunday 23rd January 2022 

Epiphany 3 
 

A very warm WELCOME to our  

Sunday Service at St Richard’s. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 

THOSE WORSHIPPING IN  

CHURCH BUILDING: 

 

We still need to be Covid aware. 

The following are for yours, and 

everyone’s protection. 

 

 Please bring a facemask 

 Please continue to use the hand 

sanitiser that’s been made available 

before you pick up a service sheet and 

move to a seat. 

 Please remain seated in your place 

throughout the service except for the 

Gospel and when invited to take 

Communion. 

 There is no toilet available in the 

church. The parish room toilet is 

available for use. 

Please keep a time of silence before the 

service begins, to allow everyone to 

prepare quietly for the worship, which is 

to follow. 

 

We welcome Rev’d Canon Doris 

Staniford, who leads our worship this 

morning 

 

 

 

Please stand for our opening hymn: 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 

My dear Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 

The triumphs of his grace! 

 

Jesus! The name that charms our fears, 

That bids our sorrows cease; 

‘tis music in the sinner’s ears, 

‘tis life and health and peace. 

 

He speaks; and, listening to his voice, 

New life the dead receive, 

The mournful broken hearts rejoice, 

The humble poor believe. 

 

Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, 

Your loosened tongues employ; 

Ye blind, behold your Saviour come; 

And leap, ye lame, for joy! 

 

My gracious Master and my God, 

Assist me to proclaim 

And spread through all the earth 

abroad 

The honours of thy name. 
                                       Charles Wesley (1707-88) 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

and also with you. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
As we come together to celebrate God’s 

presence among us, let us consider carefully the 

words of Nehemiah, Paul and Jesus himself, all 

urging us to be united in God, in fellowship and 

action. And let us pray for the inspiration and will 
to do God’s blessing.  

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

We say sorry for the wrong things we have 

done and ask God to forgive us 
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We eagerly seek to take part in the mission of 

Jesus, as the promises of the Lord offer what the 

world desperately needs. But we also take time 

to remember those times when we have fallen 

short and failed to live up to our calling to be the 

body of Christ that rejoices together and suffers 

together - and so we come to confess together, 

seeking the mercy and forgiveness of our holy 

and loving God, asking Him to renew us again in 

humble repentance. 
 

Silence is kept for a time of reflection   
 

Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts: 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love: 

Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living 

word: 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly 

repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver 

you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 

you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA   

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 

God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you 

thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand 

of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT - A prayer which collects or 

sums up our worship themes for today 
 

Let us pray  

 

Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and 

miracles the wonder of your saving presence: 

renew your people with your heavenly grace, 

and in all our weakness sustain us by your 

mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son 

our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen 
 

Please sit for the 

LITURGY OF THE WORD   

 

The bible readings for today: 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  

Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10 
1 All the people gathered together 

into the square before the Water 

Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to 

bring the book of the law of Moses, 

which the LORD had given to Israel.  
2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra 

brought the law before the assembly, 

both men and women and all who 

could hear with understanding.  

This was on the first day of the 

seventh month.  
3 He read from it facing the square 

before the Water Gate from early 

morning until midday, in the 

presence of the men and the women 

and those who could understand;  

and the ears of all the people were 

attentive to the book of the law.  
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5 And Ezra opened the book in the 

sight of all the people, for he was 

standing above all the people;  

and when he opened it, all the 

people stood up. 
6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD,  

the great God and all the people 

answered, ‘Amen, Amen,’ lifting up 

their hands. Then they bowed their 

heads and worshipped the LORD 

with their faces to the ground. 
8 So they read from the book,  

from the law of God, with 

interpretation. They gave the sense, 

so that the people understood the 

reading.  
9 And Nehemiah, who was the 

governor, and Ezra the priest and 

scribe, and the Levites who taught 

the people said to all the people, 

‘This day is holy to the LORD your 

God; do not mourn or weep.’  

For all the people wept when they 

heard the words of the law.  
10 Then he said to them,  

‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink 

sweet wine and send portions of 

them to those for whom nothing is 

prepared, for this day is holy to our 

LORD; and do not be grieved, for 

the joy of the LORD is your 

strength.’  
 
This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 19 (1-9) 

1  The heavens are telling the 

glory of God and the firmament 

proclaims his handiwork. 

2  One day pours out its song to 

another and one night unfolds 

knowledge to another. 

3  They have neither speech nor 

language and their voices are not 

heard, 

4  Yet their sound has gone out 

into all lands and their words to 

the ends of the world. 

5  In them has he set a tabernacle 

for the sun, that comes forth as a 

bridegroom out of his chamber 

and rejoices as a champion to run 

his course. 

6  It goes forth from the end of 

the heavens and runs to the very 

end again, and there is nothing 

hidden from its heat. 

7  The law of the Lord is perfect, 

reviving the soul; the testimony of 

the Lord is sure and gives wisdom 

to the simple. 

8  The statutes of the Lord are 

right and rejoice the heart; the 

commandment of the Lord is pure 

and gives light to the eyes. 

9  The fear of the Lord is clean 

and endures for ever; the 

judgements of the Lord are true 

and righteous altogether. 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING: 

1 Corinthians 12.12-31a 
12 Just as the body is one and has 

many members, and all the members 

of the body, though many, are one 

body, so it is with Christ.  
13 For in the one Spirit we were all 

baptized into one body - Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free - and we were 
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all made to drink of one Spirit.  
14 Indeed, the body does not consist 

of one member but of many.  
15 If the foot would say,  

‘Because I am not a hand, I do not 

belong to the body,’ that would not 

make it any less a part of the body.  
16 And if the ear would say,  

‘Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body,’ that would not 

make it any less a part of the body.  
17 If the whole body were an eye, 

where would the hearing be?  

If the whole body were hearing, 

where would the sense of smell be?  
18 But as it is, God arranged the 

members in the body, each one of 

them, as he chose.  
19 If all were a single member,  

where would the body be?  
20 As it is, there are many members, 

yet one body.  
21 The eye cannot say to the hand,  

‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the 

head to the feet, ‘I have no need of 

you.’  
22 On the contrary, the members of 

the body that seem to be weaker are 

indispensable, 23 and those members 

of the body that we think less 

honourable we clothe with greater 

honour, and our less respectable 

members are treated with greater 

respect; 24 whereas our more 

respectable members do not need 

this. But God has so arranged the 

body, giving the greater honour to 

the inferior member, 25 that there 

may be no dissension within the 

body, but the members may have the 

same care for one another.  
26 If one member suffers, all suffer 

together with it; if one member is 

honoured, all rejoice together with 

it.  
27 Now you are the body of Christ 

and individually members of it.  
28 And God has appointed in the 

church first apostles, second 

prophets, third teachers; then deeds 

of power, then gifts of healing, forms 

of assistance, forms of leadership, 

various kinds of tongues.  
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? 

Are all teachers? Do all work 

miracles?  
30 Do all possess gifts of healing? 

Do all speak in tongues?  

Do all interpret?  
31 But strive for the greater gifts. 
 

This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand to sing:  

Lord, thy word abideth,  

And our footsteps guideth; 

Who its truth believeth,  

Light and joy receiveth. 

 

When our foes are near us,  

Then thy word doth cheer us, 

Word of consolation,  

Message of salvation. 

 

When the storms are o’er us, 

And dark clouds before us, 

Then its light directeth, 

And our way protecteth. 

 

Who can tell the pleasure, 

Who recount the treasure 

By thy word imparted 
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To the simple-hearted? 

 

Word of mercy, giving 

Succour to the living; 

Word of life, supplying 

Comfort to the dying. 

 

O that we discerning 

Its most holy learning, 

Lord, may love and fear thee, 

Evermore be near thee! 
                          Henry William Baker (1821-77) 

 

Please remain standing for THE GOSPEL 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Christ was revealed in flesh,  proclaimed among 

the nations and believed in throughout the world  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
Luke 4.14-21 
14 Jesus, filled with the power of the 

Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a 

report about him spread through all 

the surrounding country.  
15 He began to teach in their 

synagogues and was praised by 

everyone.  
16 When he came to Nazareth, 

where he had been brought up,  

he went to the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, as was his custom.  

He stood up to read, 17 and the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given 

to him. He unrolled the scroll and 

found the place where it was written:  
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release 

to the captives and recovery of sight 

to the blind, to let the oppressed go 

free, 19 to proclaim the year of the 

Lord’s favour.’  
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it 

back to the attendant, and sat down. 

The eyes of all in the synagogue were 

fixed on him.  
21 Then he began to say to them, 

‘Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.’  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please sit for THE SERMON  

 

Please stand for THE CREED 
 

Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things 

were made. 

For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was 

incarnate from the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary and was made 

man.  

For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried.  
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On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the 

Father.  

He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshipped and 

glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

 
Please sit for OUR PRAYERS  

OF INTERCESSION 

 

To the words ”Lord, in your 

mercy”  
please respond: hear our prayer 

 
We pray for our parish, especially this 

week for those in Bramley Close and 

Applefield. 

 

Please pray for an increase in numbers of 

those coming here to St Richard’s. 

 

Please pray for those in need, those nown 

to us, and all those in our Intercessions 

Book. Those in hospital, care homes and 

the hospice.  

 

Please pray for all those whom we have 

loved but see no longer, and for all those 

who have recently died.  

We pray for their families and friends as 

they mourn their loss. 

 

We pray for all those whose anniversaries 

occur at this time, especially those known 

to us. Rest eternal grant to them Lord,  

and let light perpetual shine upon 

them. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Please stand for THE PEACE  
 

Christ is our peace. If anyone is in Christ, there is 

a new creation. The old has passed away: behold, 

everything has become new. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

During this hymn we would normally gather 

the gifts of the church. 

 

Please continue to use this as an opportunity 

to give to the work of the church – there is a 

donations plate at the back of church. 
 

God is Love: let heav'n adore him; 

God is Love: let earth rejoice; 

Let creation sing before him, 

and exalt him with one voice. 

He who laid the earth's foundation, 

he who spread the heav'ns above, 

he who breathes through all creation, 

he is Love, eternal Love. 

 

For the time being, we should 

continue our way of sharing the 

peace by nods, waves and eye 

contact! 
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God is Love: and he enfoldeth 

all the world in one embrace; 

with unfailing grasp he holdeth 

every child of every race. 

And when human hearts are breaking 

under sorrow's iron rod, 

then they find that selfsame aching 

deep within the heart of God. 

 

God is Love: and though with blindness 

sin afflicts the souls of all, 

God's eternal loving-kindness 

holds and guides them even thenl. 

Sin and death and hell shall never 

o'er us final triumph gain; 

God is Love, so Love for ever 

o'er the universe must reign. 
                                       Timothy Rees (1874-1939) 

 

Please remain standing for the 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
 

Gracious God, accept the offering of your 

Church, the hearts of your people joined in 

praise and thanksgiving, in the name of Jesus 

Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

Eucharist Prayer E 
 

The Lord is here.   

His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and 

praise. 
 

All honour and praise be yours always and 

everywhere, mighty creator, ever-living God, 

through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: for 

at this time we celebrate your glory made 

present in our midst. 

 

In the coming of the Magi the King of all the 

world was revealed to the nations.  

In the waters of baptism Jesus was revealed as 

the Christ, the Saviour sent to redeem us. In the 

water made wine the new creation was revealed 

at the wedding feast. Poverty was turned to 

riches, sorrow into joy.  

 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift 

our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 

and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his 

command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken 

bread and wine outpoured may be for us the 

body and blood of your dear Son. 

 

On the night before he died he had supper with 

his friends and, taking bread, he praised you.  

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

When supper was ended he took the cup of 

wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and 

said:  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him 

we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once 

for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the 

bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his 

death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith 

Christ has died: Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that 

day when your kingdom comes and justice and 

mercy will be seen in all the earth.  
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Look with favour on your people, gather us in 

your loving arms and bring us with all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven.  

 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory 

are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
Please sit for THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Believing in the promises of God, let us 

pray with confidence as our Saviour has 

taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory, for ever 

and ever. Amen.  
 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, 

saying 
We break this bread to share in the body of 
Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one 

body, because we all share in one 

bread.  

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: grant us peace.  
 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Before the distribution the president says 
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our 

Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his 

blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in 

remembrance that he died for you, and feed on 

him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

As the celebrant receives 

Communion the words of 

distribution are spoken to the 

congregation, and all who intend to 

receive say, ‘Amen’. 

 

Communion will be administered in 

one kind only. 

 

On coming to the front, please stand 

in front of the celebrant and extend 

your hands to receive the bread, 

which will be dropped into your hand 

without further words of distribution 

being said and without physical 

contact being made. 

 

After receiving communion, 

communicants should use hand 

sanitiser and return to their seat via 

the one-way system as directed. 

 

A time for silent reflection and thanksgiving  

is kept 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour Jesus 

Christ is the light of the world: may your 

people, illumined by your word and sacraments, 

shine with the radiance of his glory, that he may 

be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends 

of the earth; for he is alive and reigns, now and 

for ever. Amen 

 

Father of all, we give you thanks 

and praise, that when we were 

still far off you met us in your Son 

and brought us home. Dying and 
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living, he declared your love, gave 

us grace, and opened the gate of 

glory. May we who share Christ's 

body live his risen life; we who 

drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give 

light to the world. Keep us firm in 

the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall 

be free, and the whole earth live 

to praise your name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

NOTICES 

 

Please stand for 

THE BLESSING and DISMISSAL 
 

May Christ the Son of God perfect in you the 

image of his glory and gladden your hearts with 

the good news of his kingdom; And the blessing 

of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit come upon you and all whom you 

love, wherever they may be, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 

Christ, the true, the only light, 

Sun of Righteousness, arise, 

triumph o’er the shades of night; 

Dayspring from on high, be near; 

Daystar, in my heart appear. 

 

Dark and cheerless is the morn 

unaccompanied by thee; 

joyless is the day’s return, 

till thy mercy’s beams I see, 

till they inward light impart, 

glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

 

Visit then this soul of mine, 

pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

fill me, radiancy divine, 

scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display, 

shining to the perfect day. 
Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for the week:  

23 EPIPHANY 3 Hong Kong Sheng 

Kung Hui. The Honorary Assistant 

Bishops & Archdeacon Emeriti in the 

Diocese. 24 The bishop, clergy & laity of 

The Diocese of Kafanchan – The Church 

of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) (Abuja 

Province). West Grinstead: Alison 

Letschka PinC; Sally Mitchell, Asst.C. 

Katherine Wydra, Rdr. Jolesfield CEP 

school: Simon Trahem, HT; Simon Crute, 

Chr  

25 The Conversion of St Paul Last day 

of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

The bishop, clergy & laity of The Diocese 

of Kagera – The Anglican Church of 

Tanzania. The Rural Deanery of Hurst; 

Paul Doick, RD; Lesley Webster, DLC;  

26 Timothy & Titus. The bishop, clergy & 

laity of The Diocese of Kajiado – The 

Anglican Church of Kenya. The Point Mid-

Sussex Network Church - BMO: Will 

Kemp, Minister-in-Charge: John Naude, 

Associate Minister; Simon Shorey, Asst.C. 

27 The bishop, clergy & laity of The 

Diocese of Kajo-Keji – The Province of 

the Episcopal Church of South Sudan 

(Central Equatoria Province. Albourne 

with Sayers Common & Twineham: 

Vacant, PinC; Albourne CEP school: Anne 

Claxton, HT; Gill Bradnam, Chr: 

Twineham CEP school: Scott Reece, HT; 

Margaret Smith, Chr  
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28 St Thomas Aquinas, 1274. The 

bishop, clergy & laity of The Diocese of 

Kamango – Province de L’Eglise Anglicane 

Du Congo. Burgess Hill, St Andrew: Andy 

Angel, I; Rob Lowe, Rdr  

29 The bishop, clergy & laity of The 

Diocese of Kampala – The Church of the 

Province of Uganda. Burgess Hill, St 

Edward the Confessor: Vacant, I.  

 

 

 

 

What’s happening at 

St Richard’s 
 

Our weekly Service of 

Holy Communion takes place here 

at 9.30am on Sundays 

 

St Richard’s Church 

Tuesday Coffee Morning 

10.30am-12 noon 

 

 

Follow us on social media:  

strichardscrawley.co.uk    

Facebook: strichardsthreebridges 
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