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MORNING PRAYER (BCP) Sunday 23rd January 

 THE FEAST OF ST PAUL 

 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Psalm 51.17  

GENERAL CONFESSION 

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed 

from thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the  

devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against 

thy holy laws, We have left undone those things which we ought to 

have done, And we have done those things which we ought not to 

have done, And there is no health in us: But thou, O Lord, have  

mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou them, O God, which 

confess their faults, Restore thou them that are penitent, According 

to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord:  

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may  

hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy 

holy Name. Amen. 

 GRANT, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people 

 pardon and peace; that they may be cleansed from all their sins, 

 and serve thee with a quiet mind;  

 through Jesus Christ our  Lord. Amen.  

 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses,   

As we forgive them that trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever. Amen.  

THE FIRST READING 
 

The first reading is taken from the Acts of the Apostles, chapter nine,  

beginning at verse one 

 

9 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the  

disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 
2 
And desired of him  

letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 

whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto  

Jerusalem. 
3 
And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and  

suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 
4 
And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, 

why persecutest thou me? 
5 
And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the 

Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick 

against the pricks. 
6 
And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what 

wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into 

the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 
7 
And the men which 

journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no 

man. 
8 
And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, 

he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into  

Damascus. 
9 
And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat 

nor drink. 
10 

And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ana-

nias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, 

I am here, Lord. 
11 

And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the 

street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one 

called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 
12 

And hath seen in a  

vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, 

that he might receive his sight. 
13 

Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have 

heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at 

Jerusalem: 
14 

And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all 

that call on thy name. 
15 

But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is 

a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and 

kings, and the children of Israel:      continued... 
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THE COLLECT  FOR THE FEAST OF ST PAUL 

O GOD, who, through the preaching of the blessed Apostle Saint Paul, 

hast caused the light of the Gospel to shine throughout the world: 

Grant, we beseech thee, that we, having his wonderful conversion in 

remembrance, may shew forth our thankfulness unto thee for the 

same, by following the holy doctrine which he taught; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

A PRAYER FOR THE CLERGY AND PEOPLE. 

 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: 

Send down upon our Bishops, and Curates, and all Congregations 

committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that 

they may truly please thee, pour upon them the continual dew of thy 

blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate and  

Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A PRAYER OF SAINT CHRYSOSTOM. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplications unto thee; and dost  

promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name 

thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and  

petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for them;  

granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to 

come life everlasting. Amen. 

We remember before God those who have died  and  

we pray that God's love will surround all who mourn them,  

now and always. We give you thanks for all those  whom we 

have loved but who have gone ahead of us 

From St Mary’s Book of Remembrance 

Marjorie Jean Taylor, Margaret Lesley Brookman 

16 
For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's 

sake. 
17 

And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and 

putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that 

appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou 

mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 
18 

And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and 

he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 
19 

And when 

he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain 

days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 
20 

And straightway he 

preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. 
21 

But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that  

destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came  

hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief 

priests? 
22 

But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the 

Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. 

 

Here endeth the first reading  

 

THE GOSPEL 

The second reading is taken from the Gospel of Saint Matthew chapter 

nineteen, beginning to read at verse twenty-seven 

 
27 

Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken 

all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore? 
28 

And Jesus said 

unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the 

regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye 

also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
29 

And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 

father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, 

shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 
30 

But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first. 

 

Here endeth the second  reading 
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THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O GOD, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in 

knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is  

perfect freedom: Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of 

our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear 

the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR GRACE 

O LORD, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who 

hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the 

same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no 

sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may 

be ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy 

sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A PRAYER FOR THE QUEEN'S MAJESTY. 

O LORD, our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord 

of lords, the only Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne behold 

all the dwellers upon earth: Most heartily we beseech thee with thy 

favour to behold our most gracious Sovereign Lady, 

Queen ELIZABETH; and so replenish her with the grace of thy Holy 

Spirit, that she may alway incline to thy will, and walk in thy way. 

Endue her plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant her in health and 

wealth long to live; strengthen her that she may vanquish and  

overcome all her enemies; and finally after this life she may attain 

everlasting joy and felicity; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

THE GRACE 

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the  

fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.  


