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What makes a ‘proper’ Christmas? 

There’s a lot happening in the Upper Tas Valley and it would be  

difficult to miss the buzz of excitement in the air or the great things 

planned for us to enjoy as we prepare for Christmas.  There’s lots of 

generosity in evidence too as money is raised and things are collected 

to support good causes, showing solidarity with those for whom 

Christmas may not be so great this year.   

Thinking about it, generosity has been much in evidence all year! 

Around the villages the collection of non-perishable food for the 

Foodbank has been fantastic and is making a real difference; support 

to local, national and international charities has been consistently 

amazing.  Many villagers have been incredibly generous with the time 

they give too. This year people have quietly got on with being good 

neighbours as the Pandemic continued to make its presence felt and 

when there has been much less money and time available to give - 

evidence of sacrificial giving if ever there was!  

And now we prepare to celebrate another act of sacrificial giving – 

God’s generous gift of Jesus to the world. Whatever we may be told 

about the danger of Christmas being cancelled – I guarantee it won’t 

be. Christmas is worthy of celebration and being done properly. But, 

what does doing Christmas ‘properly’ look like?    
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Last year’s flooding and the last-minute changes to the way we 

marked Christmas, as we moved from Tier 4 into a full lockdown, 

may have changed the way a ‘proper’ Christmas looks now.  

In the past, you, like me, may have gone to enormous lengths to buy 

and prepare the right food and presents for friends and family. The 

pressure of making the perfect “Christmas past” (which always 

seemed to begin in August) meant that we were exhausted by  

Christmas Eve and couldn’t wait for it all to be over.   

So how to avoid going back to the stress and, instead, replacing it 

with something healthier? Might a simpler celebration with less 

“stuff” and the company of people we care about mean that there is 

more enjoyment? Does it still need to be a spending spree that we 

regret for months to come? Could we choose instead to do Christmas  

differently now? 

The unwelcome guest of last year continues to make itself felt across 

the world and Covid could once again make us change our plans, but 

the lessons of the past two years may mean that we now understand 

the true meaning of Christmas which is embodied in the generosity 

of spirit so present in our communities; being with the people we 

love – our friends and families; and, the birth of the Saviour of the 

World. 

Happy Christmas. 

Lydia  

 

PS For more ideas of simple things to do, have a look at the Pew 

Sheet’s Eco Tip of the week which can be found on our church pages 

at:  www.achurchnearyou.com and at church every week. 
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Sheila Avis whose funeral took place at St Mary’s, Forncett St 

Mary, on 7th October 

 

George Rudd whose ashes were interred at All Saints,  

Wreningham on 31st October 

 

Christine Dring whose funeral took place at Breckland  

Crematorium and St Nicholas, Fundenhall on 2nd November 

 

Lucie Weatherley whose funeral took place at St Peter’s, 

Forncett St Peter on 4th November 

 

Peter King whose ashes were interred at St Peter’s, Forncett St 

Peter on 6th November  

 

John Coston whose funeral took place at All Saints, Wreningham 

on 10th November 

 

John Zammit Haber whose funeral took place on 15th November 

at Our Lady and St. Thomas of Canterbury R.C. Church,  

Wymondham and at St Nicholas, Fundenhall 

 

Janet Smith whose ashes were interred at St Nicholas,  

Fundenhall on 17th November 
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Looking back over the past year and wondering what Christmas 

and the New Year will bring, we need to thank God that he has 

been with us and brought us this far and trust in him to protect 

and guide us into the future.  For most it has not been an easy 

year, but throughout it all we should remember that God is 

there for us. Now we are concerned about the effect covid-19 

will have on our Christmas celebrations, and into the New Year, 

ask God to show us the way to stay safe and keep others safe.  

Remember that thanks to the work of the scientists and the NHS 

workers and volunteers we are in a far better position that two 

years ago. Thank God for all of them.   

Let us remember those in countries who do not have the vac-

cine facilities we have, nor the food and water to help keep 

them healthy. Pray for them. 

None of us know what the New Year will bring but whatever it 

is, we can be sure that God will be watching over us.   

So let us pray: 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this 

time of continued uncertainty and distress.  Sustain and  

support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are 

brought low, that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing 

that nothing can separate us from your love, in Christ Jesus 

our lord.  Amen. 
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Toy Box – Give a Child a name Campaign  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The charity Toy Box is raising funds to provide children in 

South America and on the Indian sub-continent with birth 

certificates.  Birth Certificates have to be paid for and  

without one, children do not have access to medical or any 

other support, as they are deemed not to exist.  The  

Ministry team thought that as we approach Christmas, this 

would be a campaign worth supporting.  So, this year, we 

are going to have a large display board in church.  You’re  

invited to write one Christmas Card to everyone in church 

(instead of one for each person), to pin it on the  

display-board and then donate what you would have spent 

to this Campaign.  There will be gift-aid envelopes for UK 

Taxpayers to increase their donation via the UK  

government’s contribution.   

The Christmas Card display will move from Church to 

Church every Sunday. 
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The good news is that at last the work on the East Wall has been completed 

and we are now able to hold services in the church and it is open to visitors. 

The bad news is that it cost about £46,000 of which only about £16,000 was 

grant aided. 

We would like to thank all those people who supported our “All Saints Day” 

appeal for funds.  After claiming Gift Aid tax it looks as if we will have about 

£2,500.  Thank you!   

As usual we are planning to floodlight the church for the Christmas period 

and the “Carols by Candlelight” service to which everybody is welcome will 

be on Tuesday 14th December at 7pm.  There will also be a family  

communion service on Christmas Day at 10 am.  You are invited to come as  

somebody from the Nativity Scene – we would love to have you join us! 

Advance news. An Oak tree is to be planted in the new section of the  

graveyard to act as a reminder of the past 2 years and covid-19.   The tree 

has been donated by a member of the village who wanted a memorial to 

those who died of covid-19 and also as a reminder to those who have come 

through what has been in effect a “world war” against an invisible enemy.   

It is hoped to dedicate the tree on about 20th March next year, which will 

mark two years exactly since the first lockdown.  

We close by wishing you all a Happy and Healthy Christmas on behalf of all 

the church community.          

Churchwardens - Christine Bilham and Christine Minns 
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Many people said how good it felt to begin to get back to something 

like normal.  The quiz at Wreningham in October was on a smaller 

scale than usual.  We restricted numbers to 12 tables, so sorry to 

those people we had to turn away.  There was hand gel on each table 

and scraps of paper and pencils to discourage leaning in to whisper.  

We cut back on the queuing for food and invited people to wear 

masks when moving about the room.  We hope this made everybody 

feel comfortable.   As Ray, our question master, has not been well  

recently we invited John Bligh to help with calling out the questions.  

With Sue doing the scoring, as usual, it all went well and we almost 

had a tie for first place.  If only the runners up had listened properly 

to the last question!!! That was their downfall.   

Well done to all the teams.  For some this was the first quiz for two 

years and I know many of you will be looking forward to the spring 

when Ray has promised to come back to see us.  

Ashwellthorpe and Wreningham church fabric funds benefitted by 

£199 each from the evening. 

Christine Minns 
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FROM THE RECTORY KITCHEN 
 

A Christmas thought 
 

No recipe this month, there’s far too much to do.  

So, just an appeal. When you’re trundling round Tesco’s,  

meandering round Morrisons or wandering round Waitrose, look 

in your trolley. Is there something in there you could donate to a 

foodbank, or should there be? Could you get a little something 

extra to make someone else’s Christmas just that little bit  

better? 

Go on, I dare you. Have a Happy Christmas. 

 

Chris Avery 

 

 

Reverse Advent Calendar  

On Sundays 21st and 28th November – you are invited to take 

part in creating a reverse Advent Calendar. By taking one of the 

decorated boxes from church – and then put something in it 

every day during Advent (this could be treats, non-perishable 

food, hygiene products, nappies etc).  Return your box to church 

on Sundays 12th or 19th December so that they can be taken to 

the Foodbank in order to reach people in time for Christmas.  

Before the start of the Calendar we need donations of large  

boxes – just bring them to church and we’ll take them away to 

make them Christmassy.   
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Forncett St Mary’s Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of October a work party cleared drains and gutters,  

replaced slipped and broken tiles, and took some overhanging branches off 

a tree just behind the War Memorial, so hopefully everything will be secure 

and safe if there is any stormy weather. Bat and bird nesting boxes were 

put up, also bird feeders. 

Over 30 people attended the Remembrance Service on 14th November, 

joined by several more at the Memorial to watch Harry Barker lay the  

centenary wreath 

The church continues to be open daily with a selection of books and bric-a-

brac out for sale. 

Graham Prior and Bev Poole 

Harry Barker 

lays the wreath. 

Both photos by 

Roger Ranson 
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Maybe it’s because………. (Christmas) 

I can’t believe it’s December already! So, here’s a Christmassy set of 

brain teasers, and given that this is the December/January edition, 

there is another (New Year) quiz nearer the back! 

1. Who is/was Uncle Holly? 

2. Every year there is a Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square. Apart 

from the obvious answer, why is it there? 

3. Festive lights in Regent Street are always more dramatic than 

Oxford Street, why? 

4. Peter Pan was a popular Christmas show ‘back in the day’. 

Which small West End theatre traditionally hosted it, and where 

might you see a statue of the ‘boy who never grew up’? 

5. Who was Dick Whittington? 

6. Why might street corners in the West End smell of coke smoke? 

7. What stopped at 2pm on Christmas Day once 

upon a time, but doesn’t even start now?   

Chris Avery  -  Answers on Page 29 

Tacolneston All Saints 

On 14th November we had a Remembrance Sunday service at  Tacolneston 

in the afternoon.  This was a lovely service and well attended by all ages. 

Mark Holmes read his poem 'The Tacolneston Boys' remembering the young 

men from this village who lost their lives in the war. 

On 19th December we are having a Christingle Service.  This will be a chance 

to hear the Christmas Story and sing familiar Carols in the Church. 

Everyone is welcome,  please come and join us. 

We wish everyone a Joyous Christmas and Peaceful and healthy New Year. 

Bev Spratt and John Hooper – Churchwardens 



 

 

St Peter’s Church, Forncett 

The investigative survey for the essential church  

repairs is now completed. The churchyard is gradually 

being trimmed and tidied Some members of the 

Friends Of Forncett St Peter’s committee recently paid 

a visit to Wells next the Sea Church to discuss how 

their group had negotiated the Heritage grant for their 

church. They recently received a grant of £289,000 from the heritage fund 

and we all benefited from hearing of their experience.   

To raise more of our own funds, the Friends are having a Cheese and Wine 

evening at Sandy Barnes’s on Saturday 11th December at 7.30pm.  Tickets 

are £12 each - contact 01508 530209. 

There will be a Christmas Market at Forncett Village Hall on Saturday 18th 

10am - 12.30pm. On sale will be cards, calendars, Christmas cakes and pud-

dings (all of which can be pre-ordered) as well as lots of seasonal goodies. 

Finally, a Christmas Carol service will take place in St Peter’s on Christmas 

Eve at 6.30pm. Everyone is welcome. 

Happy Christmas to you all. 

Gillian Barnes and Sandy Barnes  - Churchwardens  

Do you enjoy crisp, biscuits, sweets? 

Yes!  - What do you do with the wrappers? Put them in the black landfill 

bin?  These can be re-cycled as can tooth paste tubes, medicine blister 

packs and a host of other items.   Too many for me to list here.  However, 

there is a list in a folder in each of our churches where you can check which 

items we can collect and we invite you to put your empty wrappings in the 

box provided.  These go to Val Keel in Wreningham who along with a band 

of friends sort and dispatch them for recycling.  Not only that, in some cases 

for each box Val sends in, a sum of money is given to charity.  
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Fundenhall St Nicholas  

November can be a quiet month, but not at St Nicholas. As well as the  

regular services, the families and friends of three very special people met to 

give thanks and remember their loved ones. 

The service of thanksgiving for Christine Dring was filled with flowers and 

packed with family and friends across the farming community. Wonderful 

memories were shared during the service and the refreshments, afterwards.  

The burial of John Zammitt Haber took place under the trees in a beautiful 

spot. John was a lovely man who could literally light a room with a smile and 

his unfailing cheerfulness.  

Finally, the Smith family planned the service for Janet Smith (“Fluffy Nanny”)  

appropriately around all the grandchildren and great-grandchildren who she 

loved and cared for in every possible way. We will miss her fabulous cakes, 

but her granddaughter Cassie is showing that she learnt from the best!  

Now for December. The magazine front cover reminds everyone of Advent 

and the coming celebrations of Christmas at St Nicholas. We will be opening 

the doors to reveal the Nativity scene at weekends in December. It’s a lovely 

spot to listen to carols and the church will also be open for with the 

Memory Tree inside (donated by Andy Free Independent Funeral Directors).  

Our Carol service takes place on Sunday 12th December starting at 6.30pm 

and this will include Carol singing outdoors around the Nativity scene. With 

luck this will be a crisp winter evening and, you never know, we might just 

get a sprinkling of snow to get us all in the festive spirit - please dress for the 

weather. Mulled wine and warm refreshments will be served indoors, after-

wards, so please come and join us to gather and  give thanks for the hope 

and joy to come on Christmas Day.  

The PCC wish you all a very happy Christmas and peace for the year to 

come.  

Fundenhall PCC 
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The submissions deadline for next Magazine  

(February – March 2022) is Monday 24th January 

It has been a busy start to the school year. We are so pleased to be able to 

work together again as a school community, rather than staying within our 

class bubbles. One particular highlight has been the opportunity to come 

together for collective worship, where we have been learning about our 

school value of ‘Creativity’.  We were also able to come together for a  

Harvest Celebration and organized a collection for the food bank. We were 

very happy that Revd. Lydia could join us for this celebration.  

Our school council has been able to meet again and they have been thinking 

about the environment and especially litter in our local area. In addition, 

they also led a collective worship called ‘The Big Anti-Bullying Assembly’ and 

have spoken to all the children about how they can use the ‘friendship 

bench’ in the playground if they are feeling lonely.  

Our classes have been busy learning about a range of different topics.  

Emerald class has been learning about ‘South America’, Sapphire class about 

‘World War 2’ and Diamond Class about ‘Oceans and Seas’. Our youngest 

children have been settling into school life and have enjoyed being able to 

use the new equipment that was recently purchased for the outside learning 

space.   

We have a busy few weeks coming up at school. We will be supporting 

‘Children in Need’, taking part in a ‘Santa Dash’ and our youngest two  

classes will be putting on their nativity performances.  

If you would like more information about our school, please contact Mrs 

Burrows on 01508 530306 or by e-mail on office@forncett.norfolk.sch.uk 
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Messy Christmas for all the Family 

Christmas art and craft, decorate the Church 

Christmas Tree, some carols and lunch*!  

Theme: Christmas 

All welcome (Children need to bring along an 

adult!) – please let us know if you’re coming or 

have special dietary needs: 01953 788227 or  

vicar.utvb@gmail.com 

* No charge – though donations towards the cost of craft 

materials and lunch would be very welcome. 
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Sunday 5th December (Advent 2)   

10.30am Holy Communion  St Edmund’s, Forncett End & 

live-streamed on Zoom 

Saturday 11th December    
10am Messy Christmas All Saints, Tacolneston (see Ad)  

Sunday 12th December (Advent 3)   
10.30am 

 

4pm 

 

6.30pm 

Morning Worship 

 

Christmas Readings 

and Carols 

Carol Singing around 

the crib (come  

warmly dressed) 

St Mary’s, Forncett St Mary & 

live-streamed on Zoom 

St Mary’s, Forncett St Mary 

 

St Nicholas, Fundenhall 

Tuesday 14th December   

7pm Lessons & Carols by 

Candlelight 

All Saints, Wreningham 

Saturday 18th December   
3pm Christmas Readings 

and Carols 

St Margaret’s, Hapton 

Sunday 19th December (Advent 4)  
10.30am 
 

3.30pm 

Holy Communion 

with Carols  

Christingle 

All Saints, Wreningham and live

-streamed on Zoom 

All Saints, Tacolneston 

Thursday 23rd December 

10am Holy Communion 

with Carols (an early 

Christmas Eve) 

All Saints, Ashwellthorpe 

Christmas Eve  
6.30pm Lessons and Carols 

on Christmas Eve 

St Peter’s, Forncett 
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 Christmas Day 

10am Family Communion 

come as a character 

from the Nativity 

All Saints, Wreningham 

Sunday 26th December (Christmas 1) 

10am Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

All Saints, Wreningham 

Sunday 2nd January (Christmas 2)  
10.30am First Communion of 

2022 

St Edmund’s, Forncett End and 

live-streamed on Zoom 

Sunday 9th January (Epiphany)   
10.30am Morning Worship St Mary’s, Forncett End and live-

streamed on Zoom 

Sunday 16th January (Epiphany 2)   
10.30am Holy Communion All Saints, Wreningham and live-

streamed on Zoom 

Sunday 23rd January (Epiphany 3) 

10.30am Morning Worship St Nicholas, Fundenhall and live-

streamed on Zoom 

Sunday 30th January (Candlemas)  

 9am  Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

All Saints, Wreningham 

10.30am Candlemas Carols 

for the last day of 

Christmas 

St Margaret’s, Hapton and live-

streamed on Zoom 

Monday (except Bank Holidays): 6pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

Monday – Wednesday (except Bank Holidays): 9.30am Morning  

Prayer on Zoom 

Every Thursday Holy Communion – 9.30am (10am on 23rd December) 

All Saints, Ashwellthorpe  

For Zoom codes and telephone nos. contact: 01953 788227 or  

vicar.utvb@gmail.com 

More Service and Event news on www.achurchnearyou.org  

and Facebook.com/utvbenefice 
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The churches in the parish are committed to informing their members and 
visitors of the impact of climate change on the world we live in. 

A good starting point is to carry out your own Environmental Lifestyle Audit.  
Find the relevant parts of the respective websites using the underlined 
words, below:  

 

Environmental Lifestyle Audit 
 

Sustainable lifestyle | The Church of England 

 

WWF Footprint Calculator 

 

Measure - Reduce - Offset • footprintr.me by Climate Stewards 
 

 

Other useful sites 
 

Food Carbon Footprint Calculator - Home 

 
Know your labels | Compassion in World Farming (ciwf.org.uk) 

 
http://www.christian-ecology.org.uk 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/leadership-and-governance/
ethical-investment-advisory-group 

 

Plastic_Free_Lent_2019.pdf (churchofengland.org) 

Bev Poole 
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Forncett St Edmund  
Well, our second service of worship since the winter season commenced 

took place on November 7th. The church welcomed nearly 20 from the  

benefice at Forncett End. It was an inspiring service led by Revd Linda  

Ricketts. Apart from that, little has happened since last time of writing  

except for work on the meadow and hedges. The wet regime has held that 

back but eventually the hedge tops will be trimmed and the clippings  

removed, so that we are tidy again. Some planting of new trees in the 

hedgerow is essential to repair gaps resulting from insect damage. 

Our resident moles seem to be enjoying themselves, although we would 

prefer them to be less intrusive! 

Work on the electrics has been completed internally by EVOLVE Electrics. 

However, we are still waiting for UKPower Networks to attend to  

shortcomings in the external cabling, as the pigeons are hoping for a more 

robust perch. This remedial work was promised a month to six weeks ago! 

As far as use of the church is concerned, we are pleased to report projection 

equipment is now available; it was used at the recent history group meeting 

and to good effect and at our first worship service. Our warmest thanks go 

to Barry Duffin, our local councillor, for his support for this project, which 

will benefit the local community, when visual presentations are required. 

Carolyn Skittrall has proposed a special 'Mums in Prayer' meeting on  

Mondays for a baby group at St Edmund's and an Ignation Prayer group will 

be starting soon on Monday afternoons.  These will appear in our next PCC 

report.  

Finally, we should like to thank all those people who have contributed 

WOOL after Margaret's appeal. We are now at the stage where we would  

appreciate more contributions. Have a look around in all those nooks and 

crannies and let Margaret know what you find! (01953-788114). Thank you 

on behalf of our intrepid knitters! Any kind of wool will do. 

Margaret and John Webster 
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Maybe it’s because………. (New Year) 

Well, it’s sort of January, given the date on the front of the magazine!  

As the poet said, “As we stand at the gate of the year…….…..” I 

thought we’d try to fathom out some JUNCTIONS! So here we go, 

they’re all road junctions, and they are all, bar two, in the Cities of 

London or Westminster.  There are 10 of them: 

1.   HPC - Where PL P GP K CH and GC meet 

2.   TS  - Where S W TM DS CS SMP and NA meet 

3.   PC  - Where LRS RS P H SA and CS meet 

4.   E&C - Where WR NKR NB and NC meet 

5.   MA  - Where OS ER BR PL and TR meet 

6.   OC  - Where URS RS and OS Cross 

7.   GC  -  Where CS WHS WR and CR meet 

8.   PS  - Where PS BS SMS another BS and GGS meet 

9.   LC  - Where LH FS NBS and FS cross 

10.  TB  - Where TS C LS KWS QVS and P meet 

You’ll never get lost in London again.  If you do, blame me! 

Chris Avery    -  Answers on Page 30 

Iona Retreat 23rd - 30th April  

I am organising a Retreat next year to this small island off the 
western coast of Scotland, which is  known as the cradle of 
Scottish Christianity. The accommodation will be self catering and 
will cost under £200.  I need the names of people who are  
interested in coming along before Christmas please. 

Rev Linda Ricketts 01603 814694  Linda.ricketts@icloud.com 
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As with Madness 
 

As with madness we prepare 
for this festive time of year, 
as we rush and count the days, 
Advent passes in a haze, 
so may our feet take us to 
places where we will meet you. 
 

As with madness we collapse 
in our armchairs to have naps, 
as we eat too much and then 
fill our plates right up again, 
so may we enjoy this feast 
prompted now to share, at least. 
 

As with madness we keep on 
trying to ignore your Son, 
timely God now takes a risk, 
bawling babe now shakes a fist, 
so may each of us now see 
Christ has come to set us free. 

 

by Janet Lees in 'Shine on Bethlehem' compiled by Geoffrey  
Duncan and published by Canterbury Press 
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I am guessing that many of our Readers are of an age for whom the issue of  

e-waste has not been a regular conversation topic. However as our reliance 

on electronic devices grows, so too does the amount of e-waste we create. 

Despite increasing legislation around e-waste, the majority is not being  

recycled in the right way. With many replacing devices more often than  

necessary the mountain of e-waste looks set to pile higher unless consumers 

commit to recycling. Globally it is predicted that in six years the number of 

devices will have grown 50% since 2018.  

It may not be appreciated that household appliances form part of the  

e-waste problem; it’s not just iPhones and tablets. These appliances account 

for 63% of e-waste. It is good therefore that new tighter rules for how much 

energy white goods like washing machines, fridges as well as TVs will help 

save consumers £75 a year on their energy bills. Also in the package of 

measures is the requirement for manufacturers to make spare parts for 

products available for the first time – helping extend the lifespan of  

products by up to 10 years and preventing them ending up on the scrap 

heap sooner than they should. 

Over the course of the Pandemic the issue of digital exclusion has been 

thrust into the spotlight. People who live in digital poverty have been  

increasingly left out in a world reliant on digital connections for work, for 

school, doctors’ appointments etc which have become a digital necessity. 

Over the past eighteen months we have made good use of the on-line  

consulting room at our GP practice and I am not sure how we would have 

managed without digital access. Across the UK it is reckoned that almost 15 

million people have a “low digital engagement” score meaning they do not 

use email or on-line banking. 

It is time to promote better recycling and reuse. One charity focusing on this 

issue is the Turing Trust, set up by James Turing in honour of his uncle, Alan 

Turing. It refurbishes IT equipment and sends it to schools principally in  
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Ghana and Malawi.  Another charity, “Reusing IT”, is working with Scottish 

universities. The founder Ross Cockburn says “it is fantastic that a computer 

that might be worthless and redundant for the NHS can be transformed to 

enable a child in Africa get an education.” And a last word from James  

Turing “It still baffles me that many organisations seem to think that the  

only way to destroy the data is to destroy the hard drive or actually  

physically destroy the computer.” 

Let’s keep up the pressure for change and before ditching that computer or 

appliance think about the alternatives.  

Finally, it would be good to hear from you on your tips for energy saving and 

waste reductions. Let’s share ideas and promote good practice. 

John Hooper 

Ignatian Meditation Group 
St Ignatius of Loyola inspired many to grow closer to God. We will 

be listening to Gospel stories and imagining ourselves there. 

Come and join us each Monday from January 10th 2-3pm in 

Forncett St Edmund Church.  

Rev Linda Ricketts 01603 814694  Linda.ricketts@icloud.com 

Calling all Knitters! 
A group of knitters in Forncett has run out of wool. 

They knit items for charity. 

If you have any wool left over from knitting projects it would be 

gratefully received.   

Please ring Margaret 01953 788114 or leave at the back door of: 

The Old Trowel & Hammer in Tabernacle Lane, Forncett  
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Hearing Aid Van  
The mobile clinics are currently on an appointments basis only.  

The exact address for each mobile clinic will be provided at the 

time of making the appointment.  Tel: 01603 404440  

       More information at:  www.hearfornorfolk.org.uk 

Table Top Sale Report 

 

 

 
 

 

The sale on 13th November was a chance for people to dispose of some of 

the items they had turned out during lockdown and then found the Charity 

Shops had stopped taking in goods.  There were 12 stalls and quite a  

variation on what was on sale. Although there were other fayres and sales 

on the same day, we still saw a good number of potential customers.  

Ashwellthorpe, Forncett St Edmunds, Forncett St Peter, Tacolneston and 

Wreningham churches all made money towards their fabric funds.   

The rent on tables plus refreshments raised just over £60 towards the  

technical equipment we need to buy for overhead projection of services, 

after paying for the hire of the hall.    

Watch out for future fund raising events.  All our churches have a need for 

funds for repairs and maintenance as well at the general day to day running 

of the parish.   

Christine Minns 
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Have a go at Door wreath making  

Join with friends  

to enjoy an evening together while creating 

your own door wreath for Advent  

Wednesday 1st December, 7.30pm 

Tickets £9 - St Nicholas Church, Fundenhall 

Ticket will include straw base and basic  

materials – you’ll need to bring extra greenery,  

secateurs and a knitting needle  

plus any decorations you particularly want.  

Contact 01953 788227 or  

vicar.utvb@gmail.com 

Raffle in aid of Children in Need 
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We are always delighted to receive photographs relating to 

church events for inclusion in the benefice magazine.  If you 

wish to submit a photograph, please try to ensure it is the best 

quality your device can provide.  Also, most importantly, you 

must get permission from anyone who is included in the picture. 

Please send any images to Christine Minns at: 

 c.j.minns@btinternet.com 

Not a local church event - but a very striking photo.  It will look even 

more impressive (in colour) on the “achurchnearyou” website - where 

the whole of this magazine is also published, in full colour, a couple of 

weeks after the largely black and white printed version is distributed.   
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Maybe it’s because ………. the Christmas answers: 

1. Uncle Holly……….a jolly avuncular helper for Father Christmas 

at Selfridges. Dressed in a green frock coat with a top hat he 

‘organised’ the queue of youngsters waiting to see the man  

himself. 

2. The Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square is an annual gift from 

the people of Norway in thanks for our support for them in their 

time of need in World War 2. 

3. The lights on Oxford Street are simpler than Regent Street  

because Oxford Street runs West – East and is a bit of a wind 

tunnel, whereas Regent Street runs North – South, and is  

therefore less windy. Lydia and I used to know the man who 

was responsible for putting up both these, and the flags on the 

Mall when there are State visits.  

4. Peter Pan ran every Christmas at the, now gone, Scala Theatre 

in Charlotte Street, off Tottenham Court Road. It was  

demolished in 1969, following a fire. The statue of Peter Pan is 

in Kensington Gardens. 

5. Richard Whittington was a very successful and wealthy  

medieval merchant and politician. Born in the 1350’s in 

Gloucestershire, he actually did make his way to London where 

he was Lord Mayor more than once, a member of parliament 

and sheriff. He was incredibly generous, and was responsible 

for many public works, and acts of charity. He founded hospitals 

and almshouses, and initiated early sewerage and drainage 

schemes. A charity set up by him still exists today. 

6. From the braziers of the Hot Chestnut men. 

7. London Transport! 

 

Happy Christmas. 

Chris Avery   
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Maybe it’s because ……. the New Year answers:    

1. Hyde Park Corner is where Park Lane, Piccadilly, Grosvenor Place, 

Knightsbridge, Constitution Hill and Grosvenor Crescent meet. 

2. Trafalgar Square is where Strand (Note there is no ‘The’), Whitehall, The 

Mall, Duncannon Street, Cockspur Street, St Martins Place and  

Northumberland Avenue all meet. 

3. Piccadilly Circus is where Lower Regent Street, Regent Street, Piccadilly, 

Haymarket, Shaftesbury Avenue and Coventry Street meet’ 

4. Elephant and Castle (not in either City) is the meeting point of Walworth 

Road, New Kent Road, Newington Butts and Newington Causeway 

5. Marble Arch is where Oxford Street, Edgware Road, Bayswater Road, 

Park Lane and The Ring (bet you didn’t know that one) meet. 

6. Oxford Circus is the crossing of Upper Regent Street, Regent Street and 

Oxford Street. 

7. Gardiner’s Corner, which is just outside the City of London at Aldgate is 

now a gyratory, but before redevelopment was the crossing of  

Commercial Street, Whitechapel High Street, Whitechapel Road and 

Commercial Road. 

8. Parliament Square, so familiar to us all, is the coming together of  

Parliament Street, Bridge Street, St Margaret’s Street, Broad Sanctuary 

and Great George Street. 

9. Ludgate Circus is another simple crossroads. This time it’s two FS’s -Fleet 

Street and Farringdon Street, plus Ludgate Hill, and New Bridge Street. 

10. Finally, The Bank, where Threadneedle Street, Cornhill, Lombard Street, 

King William Street, Queen Victoria Street and Poultry form the area in 

front of The Bank of England. 

The funny thing I noticed on checking my facts was how many well-known 

thoroughfares change their name at the last minute before hitting one of 

these ‘nodal’ points:  Whitehall becomes Parliament Street, Cheapside  
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The eight churches of the Upper Tas Valley Benefice take the  

safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults very seriously. The two PCCs 

have both adopted the Norwich Diocese Safeguarding policy and it is  

reviewed annually. The Safeguarding Policy can be found displayed in every 

church.  

Our Benefice Safeguarding Officer is John Hooper and he can be contacted 

at johncampbellhooper66@gmail.com or by phone on 01508 489050 

Sue Brice, the Diocesan Safeguarding Officer can be reached via  

http://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/training/safeguarding 

Child Line can be contacted on 0800 1111 

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 

becomes Poultry, Charing Cross Road becomes St Martin’s Place and  

Victoria Street ends up as Broad Sanctuary. Such things make great trap 

questions if you’re learning London as a wanabe cabbie doing ‘The 

Knowledge’. 

Happy New Year. Chris Avery 
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BED &  BIRD IN HAND, WRENINGHAM (01508) 489438.  Four star luxury  

BREAKFAST accommodation in the heart of the countryside.  All rooms feature  

 king size Hypnos beds with Egyptian cotton bedlinen and The White  

 Company toiletries.  Book now either over the phone or on our 

 website http://birdinhandwreningham.com/  for the best rates. 

  

BUILDERS S. V. HARVEY & SON LTD, NHBC Registered, (01603) 437766 

 Mobile 07795 325216 / 07713709729. Builders, Decorators & 
 Plumbers.  24 Howard Close, Norwich NR7 0LE. No job too small. 

  www.svharvey.co.uk. Email info@svharvey.co.uk 
    

CHIROPODIST PAUL HICKEY (01953) 889633.  23 Biggin Hill Way, Carbrooke, 

  Watton, IP25 6NZ  Home visits attended. 

    

COMPUTER PC ASSIST (01508) 471459 Maybank, Greenways Close, Flordon, 

REPAIRS Norwich, NR15 1QP. Whether it be home PC repairs, installation 

  of new computers, upgrades, advice or virus removal, PC ASSIST 

  offer a quality service at competitive prices. 

  Call Darren or visit www.pcassistonline.co.uk for more details. 

  

FUNERAL R. B. COPPING FUNERAL SERVICE, (01508) 494434 

DIRECTORS  125 The Street, Poringland, NR14 7RP. Independent, Family owned 

  funeral service. For personal attention with dignity and respect. 

    

HAIRSTYLIST Jess (01508) 489722 to book. 15 years of experience and works at  

 “Zara White hair and beauty” in Tacolneston every Thursday & 

 Friday.  Instagram page: @jesswestley_hair 

  

LORRY & HOLMES TARPAULINS, (01508) 489204.  Horsingford Works, 

AGRICULTURAL Forncett St Mary, Norwich, NR16 1JW. Makers and repairers of Lorry 

COVERS and Agricultural Covers in P.V.C. 

  

PAINTERS & PETER JONES  (01603) 940812,    Mobile 07765 497354.  

DECORATORS Local Painter and Decorator for Exterior and Interior work.  

 Also building maintenance.  Call now for a free estimate. 

  

 PAINTER & DECORATOR, Robert Fetherston, has recently moved  
 back to the area and is Hethel based.  To discuss your requirement  
 and get a quote call:  07557 655682 
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PAINTERS & JUSTIN STANGROOM  07909 338200 - JUST PAINT & DECORATE.   

DECORATORS Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating.   For more details: 

 www.justpaintanddecorate.co.uk Excellent recommendations on  

 Facebook @justpaintanddec 

  

PIANOS DAVID TURNER “PIANO MAN”, Woodmans Lodge, The Street, 

 Ashwellthorpe, NR16 1HD. (01508) 489458 or Mob 07919 608873 

 Piano tuning and servicing. Norfolk and Suffolk. 

  

TRAVEL ALISON ALLAM - PERSONAL TRAVEL COUNSELLOR, TACOLNESTON 

AGENT (01508) 448050. Email: alison.allam@travelcounsellors.com.  

  With over 40 years of experience in the Travel Industry, why not  
  let me arrange your next dream holiday. I offer a complete range  

 of travel services and products including: Flights, Hotels, Cruises,  

 Coach Tours, Tailor Made Holidays and much, much more. Plus  

 Everything you book through Travel Counsellors is financially  

 Protected. 
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Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Lydia Avery 
The Rectory 
16 The Fields 
Tacolneston 
NR16 1DG 
01953 788227 - vicar.utvb@gmail.com  

Lay Reader & Safeguarding 
Officer: 

Mr John Hooper 
01508 489050 

Lay Reader & Pastoral 
Care Co-ordinator: 

Mrs Margaret Styles 
01508 489112 
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