
Memory Café every Tuesday 10.30am-12pm in 
Berinsfield Church Hall 
Do you live with memory loss, or do you care for 
someone with dementia? Our Memory Café is 
dementia friendly with quizzes, activities, sing-
alongs and lots of friendly chat. Each week has a 
theme and we share our memories of times past. 
You will be welcome to come along and join us. 
Contact Rev Teresa (07823 809112 – 
revteresa@outlook.com) for more information or 
just turn up! 

---------------------------------------------- 
LAMPS, a Christian theatre company, is coming to 

Filling Station to present their Christmas show 
‘Bread and Starlight’ 

Tuesday 14th December at 7.30pm 
Marsh Baldon Village Hall 

Everyone is welcome 
 

Tickets £7 on the night, Cash or Cheque. 
Please book your place by emailing Sarah Hunnings 
on sarah.hunnings@btinternet.com or texting her 

on 07747 624780 
Please let us know your numbers for catering and 
seating purposes - and do invite family and friends 

along! 
Any questions please contact Sarah 

 

 
 

 

 
 

5th December 2021 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

 
Welcome to our service today, especially any 
who are visiting us or are new parishioners. 

 

The Collect  
 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 
and come among us, 
and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 
we are grievously hindered 
in running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever. 
 

The Shorter Collect  
 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again 
   as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
The Readings 

Old Testament: Malachi 3.1–4 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare 
the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ 
soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi 
and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 
and as in former years.  

New Testament: Philippians 1.3–11 

I thank my God every time I remember you, 
constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing 
in the gospel from the first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to completion 
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by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to 
think this way about all of you, because you 
hold me in your heart, for all of you share in 
God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment 
and in the defence and confirmation of the 
gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all 
of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and 
full insight to help you to determine what is 
best, so that on the day of Christ you may be 
pure and blameless, having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

Gospel: Luke 3.1–6 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor 
Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 
during the high-priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins, as it is written in the book of the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
For your prayers: 
 
In our prayers today we remember with thanks 
the mission and ministry of the worldwide 
church, bringing the message of God’s love and 
care to a world in great need. Especially we are 
asked to pray for the Anglican Church of 
Burundi in the Great Rift Valley area of East 
Africa. Burundi is dependent on agriculture but 
a significant decline in rainfall this year is likely 
to mean greatly reduced crops in 2022. Burundi 
also homes nearly 50,000 Congolese refugees 

and finds the means to feed and support them 
very challenging.  
Nearer to home we pray for the church’s 
ministry in rural areas where many of the 
challenges of homelessness, poverty, isolation 
and exclusion are often hidden but no less real. 
We pray for all who volunteer in food banks, 
advice centres, who help run centres for people 
suffering physical or mental difficulties, and who 
work with young people and children.  
 
In our own diocese we are asked to pray 
especially for Gavin, Bishop of Dorchester. We 
thank God for his pastoral care, his leadership 
and his approachability and we pray that, 
through his gifts we may find answers to the 
many challenges we face in our communities 
and churches. We remember, too, those who 
work closely with him in his office and in his 
outreach. 
 
As we have remembered likely crop failure in 
Burundi, so we draw into our prayers the many 
countries, communities, families and individuals 
facing the probability of starvation and drought 
in the coming months. We pray for all those 
working to offer solutions to immediate 
problems, and especially for those who give 
their energy and insight to lessen the impact of 
climate change across the world. We pray for 
governments, for a global vision and willingness 
to cooperate, for an end to petty political 
feuding and a commitment to justice and peace. 
 
We pray for our own community, especially for 
those who live in The Coppice, Clifton 
Hampden, and The Crescent, Long Wittenham. 
 
We pray for all who are sick or in any kind of 
need. We pray for all suffering the effects of 
Covid, all whose medical care is delayed 
because of the impact of Covid on hospitals 
and care homes. We give thanks for doctors, 
nurses, medical technicians, care staff and 
researchers. We pray especially for our medical 
practices in Berinsfield and Clifton Hampden, 
giving thanks for their service to our 
communities. 
 
And finally we remember in our prayers all who 
have died. Those who have died alone or 
unprepared, those who died surrounded by 
loved ones. Those who died violently or in pain, 
those who have slipped peacefully away. And 
we pray for all who are grieving, lonely or afraid 
of the future. May they be touched by God and 
brought to new life and renewed hope.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


