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The Collects for The Epiphany 
O God, who by the leading of a star 

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:  
mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith, 

may at last behold your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

 

Creator of the heavens, 
who led the Magi by a star  
to worship the Christ-child: 

guide and sustain us,  
that we may find our journey’s end 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Contact information 
Rev Joy Collins, Priest in Charge of Westfield and Guestling 
Email:  revjoycollins@gmail.com 
Phone:   07437 797553   or 01424 447643 
By post: 23 Croft Road, Hastings TN34 3HP 
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THE BENEFICE OF WESTFIELD AND GUESTLING 
A letter from Rev Joy 2 January 2022 

New Year 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I thought I would share  this picture with you before every-
thing returns to normal on the 12th day of Christmas.  The 
tree will go back in the garden, the hyacinths are underplant-
ed with  paper-whites, miniature daffodils and grape hya-
cinths so we will see what emerges, and the corkscrew  
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willow branches outside the window will be retired. They  
have served us well for two Christmases. We found them  
discarded on the high bank further up Croft Road on a walk 
during the first lock down in 2020. 
I will be taking my first funeral of the year on Tuesday 11th 
January at Hastings Crem for Linda Polhill who lived in 
Church Lane, Westfield.  Please remember her daughter  
Sharon in your prayers.  
I didn’t manage to stay up until midnight on New Year’s  Eve 
last year but I think I might manage to this year which is a 
sign I’ve had a good rest!  2021 has been a difficult year for 
so many of us. Let’s pray that 2022 brings healing, peace and 
an end to anxiety for those whom we have on our hearts. 
This comes with my love, prayers and blessings as always, Joy 
Westfield Church Services  
 

Sunday 2nd January 2022 The Epiphany 
 8.30am  BCP Holy Communion 
 10am Holy Communion 
Wednesday 5th January  
 9.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 9th January  Baptism of Christ 
 8.30am  BCP Holy Communion 
 10am Morning Praise 
Monday 10th January 
 7.15pm PCC Meeting in Hall 
Guestling Church Services  
 

Sunday 2nd January 2022 The Epiphany 
 11am  Morning Prayer in Church 
Sunday 9th January  Baptism of Christ 
 11am  Holy Communion 
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justice and with righteousness from this time forth and for 
evermore’  
‘Throne’, ‘reign’, ‘kingdom’ and ‘government’ – these are 
political words, and the references to David give them  
added  potency. David was a warrior king who conquered 
powerful tribes to take control of the land of Israel and 
unite his nation within it. So, based on Gabriel’s message, 
it’s not surprising that Mary would expect her son to be like 
King David and ‘bring down rulers from their thrones’. 
Isaiah 9.7 also suggests, though, that the King-Messiah will 
uphold ‘justice and righteousness’. Another messianic 
prophecy, this time brought by Jeremiah, says something 
similar: ‘The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I 
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign 
as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and right-
eousness in the land’ (Jeremiah 23.5). Justice involves  
caring and providing for the poor, even at the expense of 
the ultra-rich, and this is what Mary is commending when 
she sings, ‘He has filled the hungry with good things but has 
sent the rich away empty.’ It’s interesting that in John’s  
account of the feeding of the 5,000, the story ends with  
Jesus escaping from the crowds who are ‘about to come 
and take him by force to make him king’ (John 6.15,). Filling 
the hungry is seen here as a political act. 
So Mary’s song does have clear political overtones. She  
rejoices in the idea that her son is destined to overturn an 
oppressive system and set in place the everlasting govern-
ment of God in the land of Israel. From her point of view, 
this would have seemed obvious – and the first disciples of 
Jesus would have agreed with her… 

PART TWO will be in  next week’s newsletter 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/Jer/23/highlight:5
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/John/6/highlight:15
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Bible Society Q&A: Why was Mary political?   
PART ONE 

This article represents the author’s  
personal view. It accords  with  Bible   
Society’s values, but is not intended to 
express our position as an organisation. 

Question: 
Was Mary really getting political when 
she sang, ‘He has brought down rulers 
from their thrones... He has filled the 
hungry with good things but has sent 
the rich empty away’? 

Answer: 
Mary’s song in Luke 1.46–55, known as the Magnificat, is a 
joyful outpouring of praise to God for everything she ex-
pects him to do through the gift of her son. If we assume 
she knew that this baby was the Messiah promised by God 
in the Hebrew Scriptures (our Old Testament), we can also 
assume that she, like most other Jews at the time, expected 
him to be a political saviour – a deliverer who would drive 
the Roman overlords out of the land and usher in a new 
golden age as king of Israel.  
The words of the angel Gabriel to Mary had reinforced that 
belief: ‘The Lord God will give to him the throne of his  
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for  
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end’ (Luke 1.32–
33). Gabriel’s message echoes the messianic prophecy 
in Isaiah 9.7, which says, ‘Of the increase of his government 
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
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A Prayer for New Days Ahead 
Heavenly Father, thank You for making all things new!   

As another new year begins, help me live each day for You. 
May I continually have a new song in my heart  
to sing to You, no matter what comes my way.  
I trust in You because I know that Your mercies  

are new every morning, and nothing ahead of me  
will take You by surprise.  In Jesus’ name,  

Amen. 
 

Westfield Notices 
Home groups begin again on Wednesday 19th January-
Wednesdays every week 7:30pm @ Cathy and Howard’s 
Cockmartins Farm or Dawn and Jess @ Apple Tree Down. 
Prayer Group 1st, 3rd (and 5th when there is one) Tuesdays 
7:30pm @ Cathy and Howard’s Cockmartins Farm. 
Parents, Toddlers and Babies every Wednesday in church 
1.30-3pm in term-time   
Youth Church Zoom 1st and 3rd Saturdays 4pm. 
Email kathyandericdarvill@gmail.com for an invitation.  
 

Guestling Notices 
Guestling Prayer Diaries are now available in Church  
St Laurence’s will be closed during the week until after 
Epiphany (date to be confirmed when we will re-open)  

COVID  Guidelines in Church  
Masks or face coverings are now mandatory in places of 
worship unless you have a medical exemption. Singing can 
be a reason to remove them but please ensure you are  
socially distanced if you choose to do so. Please replace 
your masks when Communion is distributed. Please also 
remember to sanitize hands.   

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/Luke/1/highlight:46/
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/Luke/1/highlight:32
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/Luke/1/highlight:32
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/GNB/Isa/9/highlight:7/
mailto:kathyandericdarvill@gmail.com
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This is by Richard Rohr—I hope you enjoy it as much as I did. 

Praying for Wisdom 
 On the last day of the year, I generally withdraw to pray. A 
few years ago, I asked myself: What should I pray for this 
year? What do we need in these turbulent times? Naturally 
I was strongly tempted to pray for more love. But it  
occurred to me that I’ve met so many people in the world 
who are already full of love and who really care for others. 
Maybe what we lack isn’t love but wisdom. It became clear 
to me that I should pray above all else for wisdom. 
We all want to love, but as a rule we don’t know how to 
love rightly. How should we love so that life will really come 
from it? I believe that what we all need is wisdom. I’m very 
disappointed that we in the Church have passed on so little 
wisdom. Often the only thing we’ve taught people is to 
think that they’re right—or that they’re wrong. We’ve  
either mandated things or forbidden them. But we haven’t 
helped people to enter upon the narrow and dangerous 
path of true wisdom. On wisdom’s path we take the risk of 
making mistakes. On this path we take the risk of being 
wrong. That’s how wisdom is gained. 
It looks as if we will always live in a world that is a mixture 
of good and evil. Jesus called it a field in which wheat and 
weeds grow alongside each other. We say, “Lord, shouldn’t 
we go and rip out the weeds?” But Jesus says: “No, if you 
try to do that, you’ll probably rip the wheat out along with 
the weeds. Let both grow alongside each other in the field 
till harvest” (see Matthew 13:24–30). We need a lot of pa-
tience and humility to live with a field of both weeds and 
wheat in our own souls. 
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Jesus came to teach us the way of wisdom. He brought us a 
message that offers to liberate us from both the lies of the 
world and the lies lodged in ourselves. The words of the 
Gospel create an alternative consciousness, solid ground on 
which we can really stand, free from every social order and 
from every ideology. Jesus called this new foundation the 
Reign of God, and he said it is something that takes place in 
this world and yet will never be completed in this world. 
This is where faith comes in. It is so rare to find ourselves 
trusting not in the systems and -isms of this world, but 
standing at a place where we offer our bit of salt, leaven, 
and light. It seems so harmless, and, even then, we have no 
security that we’re really right. This means that we have to 
stand in an inconspicuous, mysterious place, a place where 
we’re not sure that we’re sure, where we are comfortable 
knowing that we do not know very much at all. 
 

Adapted from Richard Rohr,   
Simplicity: The Freedom of 
Letting Go (Crossroad Publishing: 
1991, 2003), 68, 70, 75. 
 
Image inspiration: Here, in these 
bare rose sepals, is the pattern of 
life: the budding of spring, the 
bloom of summer, the wilting of 
autumn, the barrenness of win-
ter. In accepting this process, we 
unveil and make room for new 
life, new growth, new blooms. 

https://email.cac.org/t/d-l-adihljk-tlkrdjzik-r/
https://email.cac.org/t/d-l-adihljk-tlkrdjzik-r/

