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Our church building is COVID-secure, so you can either attend 
worship physically or worship with us on Facebook: 

 

Sundays 
• 10.30am in church for COVID-secure Communion 

• 12 Noon for live-streamed midday worship on our Facebook 
Page 

Wednesdays 

• 6.30pm in church for Mid-Week Praise, recording posted later 
on Facebook 

 

To join us on Facebook, follow this link: 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchAinsworth/ 
 

NB: If you are not on Facebook, you can still watch the service – 
when it says “Log in” “Create New Account” simply click “Not Now” 

(which is below these two options)  
 

If you missed any of our livestreamed services, some of them can be 
found on our website https://www.ainsworthparish.org.uk/online-
worship.html or our YouTube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1kRCPBIymPoDSyhH9CZYrw 

 

The Prayer Book Society also lists some churches livestreaming BCP 
services: https://www.pbs.org.uk/churches-and-services/-1 

 

 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


  

4 
 

                                                                     
Parish Diary January 2022   

 

(Subject to any current covid restrictions) 
 

Sun. 2nd Jan      THE EPIPHANY 
  10:30am  COVID-secure Communion (in Church) 

       12 Noon  Midday worship (Facebook page) 
 

Wed. 5th     6:30pm Mid-Week Praise (in Church) 
 

Sun. 9th       THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST  
       8:00am  COVID-secure BCP Communion (in Church) 
     10:30am  COVID-secure Communion (in Church)  
     12 Noon  Midday worship (Facebook page) 

 

Wed. 12th    6:30pm Mid-Week Praise (in Church) 
 

Sun. 16th       THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE EPIPHANY 
     10:30am  COVID-secure Communion (in Church) 

          12 Noon  Midday worship (Facebook page) 
 

Wed. 19th    6:30pm Mid-Week Praise (in Church) 
 

Sun. 23rd        THE THIRD SUNDAY OF THE EPIPHANY 
       8:00am  COVID-secure BCP Communion (in Church) 
     10:30am  COVID-secure Communion (in Church) 

          12 Noon  Midday worship (Facebook page) 
 

Wed. 26th   6:30pm Mid-Week Praise (in Church) 
 

Sun. 30th       THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE 
TEMPLE (CANDLEMAS) 

     10:30am  COVID-secure Communion (in Church) 
                  12 Noon  Midday worship (Facebook page) 
          6:30pm COVID-secure BCP Evening Prayer 
 

Wed.2nd Feb 6:30pm Mid-Week Praise (in Church) 
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Sun. 6th    THE ACCESSION OF QUEEN ELIZABETH II, 
1952 

     10:30am  COVID-secure Communion (in Church) 
          12 Noon  Midday worship (Facebook page) 
 
Planning to attend our church building for worship?  
The following COVID-19 Secure restrictions apply:  
For your comfort we are operating three zones, offering different 
levels of security. The Zone you choose to sit in depends upon YOUR 
assessment of personal risk. For example, if you have few concerns 
and are not bothered about being pinged by the NHS Test & Trace 
app, then sit in Zone 1. If you are clinically vulnerable, you might 
prefer Zone 3.  
Everyone 11 years of age and over must wear a mask in Church 
unless clinically exempt. Masks may be removed (briefly) to receive 
Communion, when singing, or if leading worship in some way (e.g., if 
reading the Bible lesson). 
Zone 1 (right hand side of the aisle and first 4 rows at the front 

on the left): There is no requirement to remain socially distant. 

Zone 2 (remaining pews on left hand side of the aisle – 1m+ 

social distance): Please sit in the designated pews, sitting in the 

space indicated by arrows. NOT IN OPERATION DURING CHURCH 

PARADE 

Zone 3 (upstairs left & centre pews, rear of left-hand choir pews - 

2m+ social distance): Please sit in the designated pews, sitting in the 

space indicated by arrows.  

Singing: There is no need to join in and, if you wish, you may wear a 

mask when singing 

Communion: 

• Clergy will continue to preside in a COVID Secure manner. 

• For now, we will not be sharing the Common Cup. Instead, after 

gelling their hands, clergy will carefully dip your wafer in the 

wine before safely dropping it in your hands (this is known as 

Simultaneous Communion). 

• Zone 1 – we will distribute to you from the Sanctuary Steps. 

Please line up as directed, only temporarily removing your 

mask to consume the wafer. 

• Zones 2 & 3 – If you wish, you may remain seated, and clergy 

will come to you.  
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General: 

• We will leave the doors open to enhance air circulation. 

• Please gel your hands as you enter and leave the building. 

• There is a collection plate on the font, but this will not be passed 

around. 

• Although we shall now stand at various points in the service 

(e.g., for the Gospel), you are at liberty to remain seated 

throughout if you wish. 

• To avoid handling service books, a PowerPoint version of the 

order of service is projected in church. However, if you 

struggle with this, there are a few printed orders of service 

available on request (please take them home with you 

afterwards). 

• If you are in Zone 1, please allow those in Zones 2 and 3 to exit 

first as they wish to maintain social distance. 

Whether you attend worship in church with others, or prefer to join 

with us on Facebook, is entirely your decision. Our responsibility is to 

ensure you have the choice.  

Anyone showing symptoms of COVID-19 (a new continuous cough, a 

high temperature or a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of 

taste or smell) should not join us in church due to the risk to others; 

they should self-isolate at home immediately and arrange a PCR test. 

Likewise, please stay at home if you have been instructed to do so by 

Test & Trace. 

 

A few words from the Vicar ....  

I make no apologies for writing about Mission Communities once 
again. This is a significant development that, it is hoped, will create 
the framework for reversing the decline in Church attendance 
throughout our Diocese. This will impact upon parish life for many 

years to come. 

For those unfamiliar with what is happening, all parishes within the 
Diocese of Manchester are now grouped into Mission Communities. 
Our grouping contains eight churches and stretches from Ainsworth 
and Walshaw in the North to Whitefield in the South. Although some 
of us have reservations about aspects of the initiative, collaborating 
with neighbouring parishes is plain common sense and is something 
we were doing prior to the pandemic already.  
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Undoubtedly one of the drivers for the change is the financial crisis 
facing our Diocese. For several years now the Diocese has operated 
with a deficit, mainly because there has been a significant shortfall in 
contributions received from parishes. The pandemic has made 
matters worse with many more parishes suffering a shortfall in 
income. Indeed, in 2021, for the first time in several years, this parish 
was amongst those unable to pay our share of costs in full.  

This situation cannot continue. Although I am sure a case can be 
made for cutting overheads at the Diocese, the lion’s share of the 
diocesan budget is spent on clergy pay. There is no such thing as a 
free lunch. If parishes cannot meet their financial obligations to the 
Diocese in full, then a reduction in the number of paid parish priests 

deployed to parishes must follow as sure as night follows day.  

Within our Mission Community the number of paid clergy is reducing 
to four. A little over a decade ago eight stipendiary priests covered the 
same patch! I will leave you to work out the implications for this parish 

when I retire. 

To be blunt, if parishioners across the Diocese value priestly ministry 
and wish to return to the days of one (paid) vicar per parish, then they 
need to stump up the cash to pay for it!  

The transition to Mission Communities envisages a greater leadership 
role for the laity and self-supporting (i.e., unpaid) clergy. This is a 
welcome development, and to facilitate this transition the Diocese has 
just been awarded a massive £4.5m grant by the Church 
Commissioners. Unfortunately, aging, and declining congregations 
means we are not alone in struggling to fill key lay leadership roles. 
This raises doubts about whether lay leaders will come forward in 
sufficient numbers to translate this vision into reality. I sincerely hope 

these doubts are unfounded. 

Then there is the timing of the initiative, which is less than ideal. An 
already tight implementation schedule has not been adjusted to 
accommodate the impact of the pandemic. Parishes have yet to 
recover and, as for parish clergy, many of us are feeling punch-drunk 
after almost two years spent coping with the impact of COVID and 
frequently changing restrictions. An initiative free period would not 
come amiss, but, hey, what does that matter when there are boxes to 
tick, and centrally imposed deadlines to meet. Welcome to the Brave 
New (Managerial) World of the Church of England! 

I like the idea of Mission Communities, but on a much smaller and 
more informal scale than envisaged by the Diocese. Success or 
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failure will depend upon how quickly and how well congregations 
adapt to this new model of parish ministry. I hope I am wrong about 
this, but fewer (exhausted!) clergy, combined with difficulties in 
recruiting and retaining lay volunteers, plus poor timing is not a recipe 

for success. 

God Bless   

Dave  

 

Editor’s Spot … 
 

   Welcome to the January 2022 edition of Christ Church Ainsworth 
Parish Magazine, and the beginning of another new year. It seems 
incredible to think that another year has passed by; time is indeed a 
strange concept – no matter what is happening in the world or to us 
as individuals, time ticks on relentlessly.  

     The beginning of a new year is always a good time to take stock, 
to review the goals and plans that we have for the various parts of our 
lives, to consider what’s working and what maybe needs tweaking, 
and to identify the positives that we can build on and the resources we 
could tap into to help us on our journey. Often, when we do take a 
moment to look back, we’re surprised at how much we’ve achieved 

and how much progress we have made.  

      When we, or the organisations that we are involved with, set 
ourselves any sort of goal or target, it’s important to be realistic; 
realistic about what we want to achieve, realistic about the path we 
need to take to do that, realistic about what support we may need 
along our way, and realistic about whether that support will be 
available to us. 

     Whilst things have undoubtedly come a long way over the course 
of 2021, we are still subjected to many restrictions and uncertainties 
regarding the Covid-19 pandemic; realistically many things in our lives 
aren’t going to return to ‘normal’ any time soon, if ever. The challenge 
for many of us then is to accept the ‘new normal’ and identify how we 
fit into it and how we can make it work for us. 

      I hope you’ll find a little inspiration for the new year in some of the 
articles in this month’s magazine, but most importantly enjoy the read, 
and please do your best to keep safe and well. As always, please 
keep your reports and articles coming in by the second Sunday in the 

month, to ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com.                               Alison                                                                                                       

 

mailto:ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com
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From The Registers 
 

HOLY BAPTISM We welcome into the family of God 
November 21st  Pippa Chadwick 
 

Help Needed 

 

We urgently need volunteers to take on the roles of Parish Treasurer 
and Building Officer. Both roles are crucial to the mission of our 
Church. The Treasurer does not need formal accountancy 
qualifications, just a modicum of financial literacy. The Building officer 
role is much more about organising work and overseeing projects 
rather than physically undertaking jobs. If you think that you may be 
able to help with either of these roles, please contact Revd Dave to 
discuss.  
 

Parish Finances 
The continuing pandemic means that parish finances remain shot at. 
Unfortunately, although our income is reduced, with increasing energy 
prices, expenditure will increase. Although we have some reserves, 
we also have some significant projects in the pipeline; the upgrade of 
the sound system is overdue, we need to undertake further building 
work, and soon repairs to the organ will be necessary. 
There are a number of things that we can all do to help: 

• Pray for our parish finances.   

• If you pay income tax and do not do so already, please Gift Aid 
your giving to Christ Church and, if possible, give by standing 
order or via the Envelope scheme.  

• If you can afford to do so (but only if you can), prayerfully 
consider increasing your regular contribution to church funds.  

• If you normally make your weekly offering via the envelope 
scheme or by placing cash on the collection plate but feel 
unable to worship in church for now, please consider setting up 
a standing order or making a bank transfer (contact Revd 
Dave). Otherwise, if you can do so, please arrange for someone 
to pop your offering through the Vicarage letter box.  

 

Just A Thought 
 

Nothing makes a person more productive than the last minute. 
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Coffee And Conversation 

 

The next Ainsworth Community Coffee and Conversation will be held 
on Tuesday 11th of January. Coffee and Conversation is held in 
Ainsworth Church and Community Hall on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month from 10.30 – 12 noon; “A cup of coffee shared with others is 
happiness tasted and time well spent” – why not come along and join 
us. 
 

News From The Diocese - A Pilgrimage to the Living Stones of 

the Holy Land 

October 3rd - 14th 2022 

Why not join The Very Reverend 
Adrian Dorber, the Dean of Lichfield, 
on his Pilgrimage to The Holy Land. 
This very special journey will include 
visits to Nazareth, Sea of Galilee, 
Bethlehem, Banias, Jericho and 
Mount of Temptation, Nablus and the 

Judean Desert. 

For more information please contact Anthony O’Connor at 
Manchester Cathedral on 0161 833 2220 ext 233 or 
email beapartofit@manchestercathedral.org 
 
 

 
Easyfundraising 

 

Many thanks to everyone who continues to support our cause via 
EasyFundraising, our overall total is currently £820.48. If you are 
shopping the sales on line please remember to use #easyfundraising 

to generate free donations for church funds. 

If you haven’t signed up to support us yet, it’s easy and completely 
FREE; You can find our easyfundraising page here: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ainsworthpc/?utm_campai

gn=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-rbd21-e1 

 

mailto:beapartofit@manchestercathedral.org
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ainsworthpc/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-rbd21-e1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ainsworthpc/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-rbd21-e1
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Coffee and Conversation 
 

Tuesday 11th January 

10.30 – 12 noon 
Ainsworth Church and Community Hall 

 
“A cup of coffee shared with others 

Is happiness shared and time well spent.” 
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Notices, Acknowledgements & Announcements 
Ainsworth History Society Meeting 

Monday 7th February 
7.30pm, Duke William, Well Street 

Everyone welcome. Please note – no meeting in January due to the Bank 
holiday. 

Coffee & Conversation 

Tuesday 11th January 
10.30 – 12 noon Ainsworth Church & Community Hall 

‘A cup of coffee shared with others is happiness tasted & time well spent’ 
Everyone welcome 

 

Christmas Wreaths  
Many thanks to all who ordered Christmas wreaths, a total of £105 was 

raised for the churchyard team. 

Christmas Fund Raising 

Many thanks to all who bought cakes, quiz sheets and / or raffle tickets 
throughout December, a total of £110-87 was raised for church funds.  

 

Porch Boxes 
We are now able to receive donations for Porch Boxes in Church again; we 

will also be supporting Porch Boxes again this Harvest.  
It’s also still an option to support Porch Boxes through a donation: A cheque 

made payable to “The Porch” sent to Michael Perrin, 14 Kenmore Avenue 
Bury BL8 2DY or Bank transfer to Account number 81643089, sort code 09-

01-55, account name The Porch or Online 
https://porchboxes.wordpress.com/ 

 
 

Hints And Tips From Yesteryear 

 

These nuggets of information first appeared in the Parish Magazines 
of 1997: 

• When leaving the house for a couple of days, cut a fresh lemon 
in half and leave it out on the kitchen bench; the house will smell 
lovely and fresh on your return. 

If you have any interesting ‘hints or tips’ that others may be able to 
benefit from please get in touch via ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com  

 

about:blank
mailto:ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com
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Around The Organisations … 

  

Ainsworth Scout Group 
 

An urgent message from Bill White – Group Scout Leader 

As you are aware we lost the Cub Scout leader (Akela) towards the 
end of 2021, and we are now looking for someone to take on the role.  
We need someone with enthusiasm and a willingness to organise a 
wide range of activities, to ensure that the Cubs progress through the 
section gaining many and varied badges and preparing them to move 
into scouts. Akela can be male or female over the age of 21, and they 
do not necessarily need previous scouting experience. There are 4 
warranted assistants in place to help with progression, but 
unfortunately they are not in a position take the lead role. 
If you think you may be able to help, please contact me on 01204 
595378 so we can arrange a get together and a chat. Please note that 
all leaders must be DBS checked and will need to carry out the 

appropriate training.  

Bill White - GSL 
 

Leader Awards 

Congratulations to George, Mollie, Aled and Ben on receiving their 
Commissioner's Award for extra services to their Scout group. After 
only one week of the initial lockdown they were on line with Stacey to 
keep the scouting section together and up and running.  

It shows all their hard work is appreciated as the numbers have not 
only kept level, but have increased to over 40 11-14 year olds 
enjoying their very wide range of activities. 

Thanks, and well done to you all. 

Bill White GSL 
 

Cubs 

 

What a lovely end to this term, with a Christmas themed church 
parade where 4 Cubs and 5 Scouts were presented with their Chief 
Scout Silver and Gold awards by the acting District Commissioner. It 
is a shame that there were not many Cubs and Scouts there to see 
this award take place – especially after having 60 plus present the 
previous Friday for the joint party. 
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Well done to Cubs, Johnny Morris, Ben Stevens, Alex Percival and 
Charlie Percival and Scouts Charlotte Nightingale, Ben Charlesworth, 
Dylan Farnworth, Matthew Chew, and Max Chamberlain. 
At the last meeting of the term, 55 badges were awarded to the Cubs, 
so almost all now have their Artist Activity, Skills Challenge, Air 
Activity level 1 and Personal Challenge. Well done to them all. 
Best wishes from all the youngsters and leaders looking forward to a 
better 2022. 

Gwen - Baloo 
 

Scouts 

Well, what a great way to end the year! December was brilliant for the 
Scouts; the first weekend saw us attend the Winter Challenge Camp 
at Waddecar. Winter being the operative word, crikey it was freezing!  
The wind blew, the rain came down, and the red noses were definitely 
not linked to any reindeer. 

The Scouts took part in high ropes activities, shooting, archery, 
tomahawk throwing, assault courses and then on the Sunday they 
took part in the Brock Bash Mud Run – there was definitely plenty of 
mud involved I’m sure the drains in the Bolton/Bury areas took a 
bashing when they got home. 

The following Friday saw us have a joint cub and scout Christmas 
party where we played games and ate chocolate.  

Sunday 12th saw 4 Cubs, 5 Scouts and 4 Scout Leaders receive 
awards. 

Congratulation to Charlie Percival, Alex Percival, Ben Stevens and 
Johnny Morris for achieving your Chief Scout Silver awards and we 
are looking forward to you joining us at Scouts in the New Year. 

Congratulations to Charlotte Nightingale, Ben Charlesworth, Max 
Chamberlain, Dylan Farnworth and Matthew Chew on achieving their 
Chief Scouts Gold Awards - this is the highest award they can achieve 
as a Scout. I am so very proud of all of them, they have worked so 
hard to achieve this award. Most of them are moving onto Explorers, 
but we will really miss them in Scouts. They aren’t moving up until 
February though as we have one last camp in January that they will 
be attending. 

For nearly 2 years now, Scouting has been difficult for everyone, with 
us being placed into lockdown and having to find alternative ways to 
run Scouting. After just 1 week away, we started back meeting via 
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Zoom. Some weeks we had up to 70 young people joining us via 
zoom to do a wide variety of activities, including badge work, virtual 
camps, video’s we have made and just fun family nights. As I said at 
Church Parade just before the presentations, every Superhero has a 
side kick, and every football manager has an awesome back-room 
team. My awesome team were Mollie, George, Aled and Ben. They 
have worked alongside me throughout the time, taking on more and 
more responsibility ensuring we could provide a programme for both 
Cubs and Scouts throughout this period. At the end of the day, we are 
all volunteers, but these 4 have gone above and beyond during this 
period, we are all key workers; 

Myself in National Law Enforcement 

Mollie was training and is now qualified as a nurse 

Aled works in teaching 

George is also part of the NHS 

Ben was working at the registrar’s office, with the horrible job of 

recording all the deaths. 

Mollie, George, Ben and Aled were presented with a Commissioner’s 
Commendation for their volunteering over these testing times, by our 
Acting District Commissioner Liz Farr. 

Well done to all those who received awards at the Church Parade, it is 
great to see that Scouting is still as popular as ever. 

We are now having a break until 14th January, so from all the leaders 
here in the Scout Section may we wish you a Happy New Year. 

Stacey, Aled, Ben, George and Mollie 

 
12th Radcliffe Brownies 

 

Following the “Express yourself” theme, the Brownies have made 
pictures using masking tape, have used their imagination to turn 
boxes into boats and hats, brooms into horses and umbrellas, 
bananas into telephones and hairbands, a brush became a baby - all 
this using mime. We combined raising money for Children-in-Need 
with designing some dance moves for our Skills Builder by having a 
sponsored dance, which also included the Hokey Cokey and the 

Macarana!   

As we met on Remembrance Day, the girls decorated a cake as a 
poppy and, as there were decorations left over, they did another one 
to eat!  We also considered what medals are given for. Then the 
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Brownies thought what they would give medals for – kindness, being 
a good friend, helping people, standing up for people, making them 
smile - and then they designed them.   
 

 
 

And then we had Christmas! Making baubles, wreaths with beads … 
but no sooner had we started our Christmas activities when the 
Church Hall flooded and the next week we had to meet on Zoom! We 
managed though to do a robin and a scratch art snowman during that 
meeting, as well as singing some Christmas songs. Luckily, we were 
able to go back into the hall for our last meeting before Christmas, so 
we made a Christmas character parachute, played games and had 
hotdogs, cakes, crisps and drinks! 
 

 
 

All this activity means that we have been able to complete lots of 
badges: Grace, Jessica, Lucy, Polly, Poppy, Poppy, Rose, Sofia and 
Tayah gained their Charities Interest Badge; Hannah her Collecting 
Interest badge; Jessica her  “Make Change” skills builder;  Polly, 
Poppy, Poppy and Sofia their “Take Action” Theme award; Hannah 
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her “Know Myself” theme award, Amelia, Grace, Hattie, Jessica, Lily-
May, Polly, Poppy, Poppy and Tayah their “Innovate” skills builder; 
Jessica, Lily-May and Poppy their “Express Yourself” Theme Award.  
We have been able to award the Brownie Bronze Award to Polly and 

Poppy and the Brownie Silver Award to Lily-May and Sofia.   

Then, for the very first time, three of our Brownies, Amelia, Eloise and 
Izzy, achieved the Brownie Gold Award (the highest award a Brownie 
can gain) and we were proud to be able to present Amelia and Eloise 
with their certificates and badges at the December Church Parade, 
and there was a badge for Amelia, who hasn’t missed a meeting in 
the 3 years she has been with us.  Well Done to all the girls!  

At Remembrance Sunday Church Parade, Poppy carried the flag and 
Hannah and Lily-May escorted; Izzy and Eloise did the reading. And 
at the December Church Parade Amelia carried the flag, with Eloise 
and Hannah escorting.                                             

Polly, Brown Owl 

 
Transformation - Now!       
 
We finished 2021 with our annual Christmas party, this time held in 
the Church Hall. We send heartfelt thanks to Janet, Jan, Barbara and 
Lesley for decorating the hall and tables and serving up a wonderful 
lunch. You really went over and above what was expected. The usual 
cracker jokes were exchanged but a touching gesture was the ‘goody 
bag’ that we all received. We gave presents to our Prayer Partners; it 
was special to be able to thank the person who had been praying for 
us for the past 2 years.   

In the latest newsletter, sent from the Manchester office, we learn that 
1083 people have been impacted by the work of Mothers’ Union, 
Manchester (that includes you and me). A valiant effort that includes 
knitted worms for Wiggle Worship and decorations for the Christmas 
Grotto at HMP Forest Bank, enabling the men to visit the grotto with 
the children that attend, see Santa and watch the children receive the 
selection pack and another gift. 

We read the good news of a new branch opening in Ellenbrook with 
members ranging in age from young Mums to older lapsed members. 
Please pray for Revd. Karen Owen as she seeks to grow and inspire 
this branch.   
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Various items of knitwear are still required by baby units in our local 
hospitals, if anyone has the spare time, I have a list of what is 
required.  

Our first meeting for 2022 will be on Tuesday 18th January which will 
be a Faith Lunch at 1pm in the Church Hall. Please bring an item for 
the sharing buffet, enough for one person. We will also get our Prayer 
Partners for the next year. If you want a Prayer Partner for 2022 but 
are unable to be at this first meeting, please give your name to 

Andrew or me. Please note this new time is for one meeting only.  

You will notice that we have a new theme for 2022. What a challenge!  
What does it mean to you? I’m sure that we’ll be spending some 
meetings throughout the year on this theme.  

Delegates from Britain & Ireland are preparing to gather together at a 
conference on 9th January to reflect and consider the opportunities to 
re-imagine Mothers' Union.  

“The conference is a vital part of a process to build on our strengths 
and transform Mothers' Union to adapt to new challenges, but it isn’t 
just about those who are present at the weekend. We are asking all 
members to pray for all those involved, that they may be guided by 
the Holy Spirit in their sharing and listening”.  

 With God nothing is impossible: Transformation – Now!  

Jennifer White (Hon Sec) 
 
ABC  

ABC finished the year with a Christmas party to which Father 
Christmas paid a surprise visit, bringing a small gift for each child. 
We will reopen on Friday 14th January from 10am to 11.30am.  
Anyone with preschool children is welcome. 

The ABC Team. 

 
Ainsworth History Society   www.ainsworthhistorysociety.org 

There will not be a meeting in January as it is the Bank Holiday. So, 
the first meeting of 2022 will be on Monday 7th February. At the 
moment, the gazebo at the Duke is down; if it isn't up by the 7th we 
will meet inside 
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From the Archives – January 1997 

 

On the front cover of the Parish Magazine for January 1997 was a 
picture of the Cross of Muirdach; in testimony to the much more 
limited access to information 25 years ago, a note from the editor 
stated that the image had been found following a lot of time 
researching in Bury, Radcliffe and Bolton libraries. The short article 
which followed explained that the Muirdach Cross is an ancient High 
Cross which stands at the entrance to the graveyard of one of 
Ireland’s foremost early monasteries, at Clonmacnoise, Co. Offaly. 
The monastery was founded by St. Ciaran in 545 AD; the cross which 
is thought to date back to 923 AD was around 18 feet high and 
thought to be the best preserved example of a High Cross anywhere 
in Ireland. A quick modern day ‘google’ will give you instant access to 
some detailed pictures of this cross and also a plethora of information 
– how technology has changed! 

Elsewhere in the magazine the various groups and organisations 
seemed to have enjoyed the Christmas parties and outings – ice 
skating, pantomime’s, dining out … It seems the Christmas Fair had 
also been a big success with a number of organisations expressing 
their thanks for donated goods and time given to help out on the day; 
the total amount raised was reported as £2250. 

A report from the PCC in January 1997 gave feedback regarding the 
latest Diocesan Report entitled ‘Towards A Strategy For Church 
Building’; this initiative was aimed at ensuring that best use was being 
made of the various worship buildings throughout the diocese – part 
of this involved identifying buildings that were no longer sustainable or 
fit for purpose. Following discussion, the PCC were pleased to report 
that the Parish Church was currently in good structural order and 
considered to be well suited to the spiritual needs of the parish and an 

essential part of parish / community life. 

The ‘Holiday Church’ featured in the January 1997 Parish Magazine 
was The Priory Church of St. Mary of Mount Carmel, Queensferry, a 
church which dates back to the 1440s and is situated between the 
Forth Rail Bridge and the Forth Road Bridge. The report and 
accompanying pictures were provided by Ann and Alan Openshaw. 

In January 1997, the ‘Face To Face’ interview was with Jennifer 
White, ‘former Enrolling Member of the Mothers’ Union and a member 

of the PCC’. 



  

20 
 

A report from the Bible Reading Fellowship in the January 1997 
magazine ended with this lovely anonymous verse: 

“I meant to read my Bible today, but I got up too late, 
The family needed breakfast – of course they couldn’t wait! 
I meant to read my bible today, but then a friend turned up, 
And when he went, I had to do a lot of washing up, 
I meant to read my bible today, instead I watched the news, 
Well, after all, one must keep up with everybody’s views. 
I meant to read my bible today, but lunch was calling me, 
So, off I went and didn’t get back ‘til nearly half past three! 
I meant to read my bible today, but the children came home from 
school, 
Lively, boisterous, full of fun; I almost lost my cool! 
I meant to read my bible today, but by then it was time for tea, 
Then clear away the dishes – so little time for ME … 
I meant to read my bible today, but there was football on TV, 
An international match that, sadly, England lost 2-3. 
I meant to read my bible today, but it’s nearly bedtime now, 
I’m oh, so, tired by the end of the day, that I’d hardly remember how!” 

In January 1997 there were 2 Baptisms and 1 Wedding but no 
Funerals recorded from the previous month. The number of 
Communicants for the previous month was listed as 355 and the 
collections totalled £1225. 
 

Through The Seasons – Ainsworth In December 

 

The final verse of Sara Coleman’s poem, “The Garden Year”, reads, 

“Chill December brings the sleet, 
Blazing fire, and Christmas treat.” 

I wonder if there is actually any weather that ‘chill December’ didn’t 

throw at us! 

Early in the month Storm Arwen brought us driving rain, ferocious 
winds and then, just for good measure, a little snow; then just as 
things seemed to be settling down again, along came Storm Barra to 

give us all another run for our money. 

High winds caused problems to many people and 
businesses across the UK, locally bringing down power 
lines, toppling trees and over turning sheds and fences. 
Already saturated fields and footpaths turned into small 

lakes – a family of ducks even moved onto the corner of what had 
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previously been a hay field at the side of Cockey Moor Road … Not 
good.  

But to quote from a hymn by William Cowper, 

“God moves in a mysterious way  
His wonders to perform, 
He plants His footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm.” 

When the storm did ease and the relentless rain let up, we were 
treated to several days of winter sunshine – 2 weeks previously we 
would probably have bemoaned the fact that ‘it may be sunny, but it’s 
certainly not warm’, in the aftermath of the storm, suddenly that chilly 
winter sunshine appeared to us to be almost tropical. 

Walking the local footpaths now definitely requires wellies and 
waterproofs; regular visitors to George’s Wood have adapted their 
routes to manoeuvre around the numerous uprooted trees and 
various new ‘paths’ are appearing across the local farmland as 

walkers try to avoid the deepest areas of mud. 

The water level at Whitehead Lodges seemed to rise 
dramatically over night, and the slip streams 
that have crept lazily (at best) throughout the 
summer months have been transformed into 

fast flowing torrents; definitely now no option on paddling or 
stone skimming – it’s a case of head down, collar up and 
mind how you go.  

In spite of the wild winter weather, it’s interesting to note that the small 
birds are still incredibly active in the hedgerows and sounding cheerful 
even on the greyest of days; local wildlife is also still very much in 
evidence, with regular sightings of deer, foxes and even a couple of 

hares.  

The first article in this series included the old wives saying, that ‘When 
the gorse stops flowering, the time for kissing is over’, amidst 
the grey weather and the often greyer world news, it’s 
encouraging to note that even in the depths of winter the 
gorse bushes are still in bloom. 

This month’s sightings include:  

Chaffinches, Redwings, Jays, Pied Wagtails, Gold Finches, Song 
Thrush, Barn Owl, Dunnocks, Long Tailed Tits, Robins, Kingfisher, 
Chaffinches, Tawny Owl, Cormorant, Great Crested Grebe, Green 
Finches, Heron, Kestrel, Sparrow Hawk, Bats, Foxes, Hare, Deer, 
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The December article brings our ‘Through The Seasons’ column to a 
close – I hope that you have enjoyed reading it as much as I have 
enjoyed getting out and about in all weathers and writing it!  

Would anyone be interested in providing a series of ‘Short Walks 
Around Ainsworth’ articles? If so, please get in touch via 
ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com 

Words Of Comfort 

 

Many of us have a ‘go to’ passage or verse from the bible that gives 
us particular comfort in times of difficulty or need. According to the 
website www.christianitytoday.com since the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic, online Bible searches have soared, and a record number 
of people have turned to online scripture for passages addressing 
fear, healing and justice. The popular YouVersion Bible App saw 
searches increase by 80% in 2020, with searches worldwide topping 
600 million. To quote YouVersion founder, Bobby Gruenewald, 
“Through every hardship, people continue to seek God and turn to the 
Bible for strength, peace, and hope …”  

In 2020, the Bible verse that was most searched for and bookmarked 
was Isaiah 41; verse 10: 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 

righteous right hand.” 

A few thoughts … Isaiah 41; 10 talks about God encouraging us and 
reassuring us whatever situation we find ourselves in – we need to 
trust in Him and have faith in Him, and He will in turn help and support 
us. 

The phrases, "Fear not" or "Be not afraid", occur 103 times in the King 
James Version of the Bible. In this instance we are told not to be 
afraid, because God is with us. God is always with us, day and night, 
no matter what is going on in the world, or what we are going through 
as individuals. Words of comfort indeed. 

In the following months we’ll be working through the top 10 most 
searched for bible verses from 2021 – watch this space for more 
words of comfort and wisdom.  

If you have a favourite Bible verse which others may also find helpful, 
why not get in touch: ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com  
 

mailto:ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com
http://www.christianitytoday.com/
mailto:ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com
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Hidden Gems 

Gawthorpe Hall 

Gawthorpe Hall is an Elizabethan House, situated on the banks of the 
River Calder, in Padiham, Burnley; the property is owned by The 
National Trust, and run in partnership with Lancashire County Council. 

One of the smaller and less well know Trust properties, Gawthorpe 
Hall was built between 1600 and 1605 for the Reverend Lawrence 
Shuttleworth. His elder brother, Sir Richard Shuttleworth (a successful 
Lawyer) is thought to have provided much of the funding and done 

much of the planning. 

Following the death of Reverend Shuttleworth, his nephew lived in the 
Hall until 1669, subsequently the Hall began to fall into disrepair. In 
the early 19th century, Rupert Shuttleworth took up residence at 
Gawthorpe Hall, and began a series of alterations; further restoration 
work was carried out between 1850 and 1852. 

The last family member to occupy the Hall was the Hon. Rachel Kay-
Shuttleworth, who founded The Gawthorpe Craft House, for the study 
of textile crafts. In 1972, five years after her death, Gawthorpe Hall 
was given to the National Trust, but leased to Lancashire County 
Council for educational purposes. 

Gawthorpe Hall is set in beautiful and well maintained grounds and 
has that essential feature – a small tea shop – hooray! The Hall is 
open to the public with regular guided tours and a programme of 
indoor and outdoor holiday activities for children. As well as having 
the opportunity to admire the grounds and building, the Hall houses 
the North West’s largest collection of portraits on loan from the 
National Portrait Gallery. A number of bedrooms on the upper floors 
have also been adapted to house The Gawthorpe Textiles Collection, 
a permanent display of intricate lace, embroidery, needlework and 
other textiles amassed by Rachel Kay – a must for any textile 
enthusiast. 

For more information about Gawthorpe Hall visit 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk  

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/


  

24 
 

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 2022; 28th – 30th January 

 

Whether you are a complete beginner or a bird watching expert, this 
event is for you! 

Shockingly, over the past 50 years it is estimated that we have lost 38 
million birds from UK skies, so it is really important that we all do our 
best to identify trends in bird numbers and activity and do all that we 
can to look after our bird life. 

In 2021, more than 1 million people took part in the RSPB Big Garden 
Birdwatch; why not join in and take part this year? All you need to do 
is count the birds that you see in your garden, from your balcony, or in 
your local park for 1 hour between 28 – 30 January 2022. 

For more info, or to take part in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch visit 
www.rspb.org.uk 
 

Cook’s Corner 

 

Quick & Easy Mexican Chicken 
You will need: 

• 250g chopped chicken pieces 

• 2 tablespoons olive oil / vegetable oil 

• 2 packs of microwave Mexican Rice 

• Chicken stock cube 

• 1 pint of boiling water 
 

1. Place the chopped chicken pieces in a large pan with the oil and 
brown over a low heat. 

2. Shake the microwave rice packs to break up the contents, then 
tip into the pan with the chicken and mix well. 

3. Crumble the stock cube into the boiling water, stir well then pour 
over the chicken and rice. Stir well then bring to the boil. 

4. Turn down the heat, cover and simmer for approx 20 mins, 
stirring occasionally. 

5. Enjoy! 
 

On Reflection  
 

This series of reflections was written during the 1st Lockdown by 
Elizabeth Spiers, a member of the CYFChurches.org Benefice in 
West Sussex. 
Reflection 8 – Habakkuk asks why and where? by Elizabeth Spiers. 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/
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The book of Habakkuk the prophet is like a transcript of a 
conversation most of us have wanted to have with God at some point. 
Although it was written about 2,600 years ago, it is surprisingly 
relevant today. Habakkuk is full of questions about what is going on 
around him – Why do the wicked prosper? Why isn’t justice valued? 
And most of all, why does God, who is righteous, allow it to go on 
without taking action? 
     Habakkuk was speaking at a time when evil nations were 
oppressing Israel and conquering their land. He was wondering where 
was God? Hadn’t He promised them the land forever? It’s God’s 
inaction that frustrates Habakkuk. He wants God to rise up and help 
His people. And he’s cross that God doesn’t even seem to be 
listening. 
     It’s no different today. Injustice, crime, bad things happening to 
good people, evil people prospering. Human nature doesn’t really 
change. All of us have scars from being hurt in some way and all of us 
say Why, God? Where are you? Why aren’t you doing something? 
     God makes several statements against the enemy, listing their sins 
– violence, pride, greed, idolatry – and promises Habakkuk that He 
will demand justice for this. 
In chapter 2 v4 Habakkuk says, ‘See the enemy is puffed up, his 
desires are not upright, but the righteous will live by faith’. 
    This is a very important principle. The righteous person will live and 
won’t have to face God’s judgement. Think about that. ‘God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him will not perish but have eternal life’. Only God can make us 
righteous and only then if we choose to accept Him as our Lord. 
     Habakkuk realises that this is true. He understands that while evil 
seems to thrive, and God seems silent and unresponsive, in fact, He 
has a plan and always works out justice … eventually. And he finishes 
his conversation with a prayer of praise to God which ends like this: 
Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation 
invading us. Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes 
on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no 
food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Saviour. The 
Sovereign Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a 
deer, He enables me to tread on the heights. 
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Poems From The Parish (And Beyond …) 

 

It’s As Easy As A B C; Alphabetically Becoming Compliant 
 
Attitude is adapting, regardless of the pace, 

Bravery is within, no need to show its face, 

Compassion isn’t weakness, but a caring state of mind, 

Duty is too ourselves, Mother nature and mankind, 

Energy is the power, essential to maintain our stride, 

Frankness is being open, there is nothing we need to hide, 

Gratitude is thanks for the ability to plant the seeds, 

Humility the undertaking, as we harvest our earthly needs, 

Ingenuity is on hand, to tackle life’s twisted path, 

Joy, a bonus, hiding our fears and make us laugh, 

Kindness is goodness, a priceless gift from the heart, 

Loving is eternal, whether together or eons apart, 

Music is our thoughts translated from the word, 

Noise isn’t always necessary, in order to be heard, 

Obligations should be fulfilled, better late than never, 

Pride isn’t vanity, but completion after endeavour, 

Quiet is calming, it’s a distraction from the norm, 

Resilience is determination to weather the storm, 

Shyness a discomfort, that gives us time to think, 

Temperament comes naturally, keeping us from the brink, 

Unique, every one of us, from cradle to the grave, 

Virtue a tangent, at tiles difficult to engage, 

Wisdom a rarity that should show us how to behave, 

X, being the signature of an innocent, forgotten slave, 

Yes, there is a solution to make transgressions right, 

Zero is not in the equation of this uneven fight … 

Jack Dorning,  
 

High Days And Holidays 

 

January – National Braille Day - 4th January 2022 

World Braille Day celebrates the life and work of Louis Braille, a 
French educator and inventor who was born on 4 January 1809 and 
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who developed the Braille reading system for the visually impaired. 
His system is still virtually the same today. 
Louis Braille was blind from a very early age; an accident in his 
father's harness making shop left him blind in his right eye. It also 
caused an infection which spread to his left eye, ultimately leaving him 
totally blind in both.  
In those days there were few educational resources for the blind, but 
this did not seem to worry Louis Braille, who is said to have excelled 
in his education - so much so that he won a scholarship to France's 
Royal Institute for Blind Youth. It was here that he became interested 
in a system of writing, exhibited at the school by Charles Barbier, in 
which a message coded in dots symbolizing phonetic sounds was 
embossed on cardboard. When he was 15, he worked out an 
adaptation of this system written with a simple instrument, that met 
the needs of the sightless, allowing them to read and write quickly and 
efficiently. He later took this system, which consists of a six-dot code 
in various combinations and adapted it to musical notation. He 
published a treatise on his type system in 1829, and in 1837 he 
published a three-volume Braille edition of a popular history 
schoolbook. 
Louis Braille became a professor at the Institute and spent much of 
the remainder of his life developing his system that was, eventually 
some years after his death in January 1852, to become recognised 
worldwide. His system is virtually unchanged to this day. 
In 2018, the United Nations recognised the worldwide importance of 
Louis Braille's contribution to a communications system that has been 
adapted for many different languages, by declaring that there should 
be an annual special day, called World Braille Day, and that it should 
be held on 4 January - his birthday. 
The purpose of World Braille Day is to raise awareness of how Braille 
plays a significant role in the complete realization of human rights in 
the lives of blind and partially sighted people. 
Braille is not only used for books such as the Braille Bible, which was 
first published in 1953 and revised in 1990, it is also used on signs in 
public spaces, such as lift keypads, and doors, and on restaurant 
menus, and for labelling everyday items such as medications and 
various documents, for example bank statements. 
Louis Braille fully deserves the accolade declared by the United 
Nations for his life changing work. 

(The information for this article was taken from Encyclopaedia 

Britannica and Wikipedia) 



  

28 
 

Space To Share A Prayer  
 

An Epiphany Prayer 

 
O Lord Jesus Christ, heavenly King, we thank you that you have 
brought both Jews and Gentiles to hear your voice, and from their 
number you have gathered and established your Holy Church and 
perfected your praise out of their mouths. Keep us in that wisdom 
which you revealed to the Wise Men. Amen. 
 

Strap Lines 

 

Any fool can criticise, condemn and complain – and most of them do! 
 
Experience is the name that people often give to their mistakes. 
 
Volunteers are unpaid, not because they are useless, but because 
they are priceless. 
 
If you can’t sleep, don’t count sheep; try talking to the shepherd 
instead. 
 

Time for A Smile 

 

A few days after the school holidays ended, a young curate received a 
call from his six-year old son’s teacher. She said she was ringing 
because his son had been misbehaving. “Hang on a minute,” said the 
curate, “We had him all summer and we never called you once when 
he misbehaved!” 
 

A young lad was attending church with his grandfather; the 
grandfather’s custom was to speak the response to the prayers loudly 
and clearly; the young lad meanwhile kept his head bowed and 
mumbled. After a few moments, his grandfather nudged him and 
hissed,”Speak up lad, I can’t hear you!” to which the boy replied, “It’s 
not you that I’m speaking to!” 
 

The vicar’s son was something of an egg-head. A visitor to the 
vicarage saw him involved in the kitchen and asked how he was and 
what he was doing. The lad replied, “I am working on aqua-thermal 
treatment of ceramics, aluminium, and steel under a constrained 
environment.” The visitor was impressed until the father explained that 
he was washing dishes with hot water under his mother’s supervision. 
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The Parish Puzzler 
 

Think Of A Word 

 

How many words can you make from the following letters? 
 

E  P  I  P  H  A  N  Y 
 

Bible Quiz 1 – What … 
 

1. What did God make on the fourth day? 

2. What was the miracle that Jesus performed at a wedding in 

Cana? 

3. What is easier than ‘for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven’? 

4. What, according to the book of Proverbs, is the beginning of 

knowledge? 

5. What did Lot’s wife do that caused her to be turned into a pillar 
of salt? 

6. What was the name of Noah’s youngest son? 

7. What was Joseph given which made his brothers jealous? 

8. What was the name of the ‘just and devout Jew’ who met Mary 
and Joseph when they brought the baby Jesus to the Temple, 
and recognised Him at once as the Messiah? 

9. What is the shortest book of the Old Testament? 

10. What happened to Elizabeth when Mary visited her during the 
sixth month of her pregnancy? 

 
(Answers on page 30) 

 

How Well Do You Know Our Village? 

 

Last month’s inscription can be found on the date stone on what is 
now ‘Cassalingo’. 

A change of direction this month as we embark on a round of ‘Village 
Trivia’ 

Q. Metcalfe, Wood and Lauria are all past Vicars of Ainsworth Parish 
Church, but where else will you find them? 

Answer in next month’s magazine. 
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Who’s Who 
 
Vicar                            Revd Dave Thomson Christ Church Vicarage 
                                    Ainsworth Hall Road. Ainsworth BL2 5RY 
                                    vicar@ainsworthparish.org.uk                                         01204 398567 
                                    Twitter @Vicar_Dave 
                        
OLM                                  Revd Debra Johnstone                                                  01204 399630 
 

Churchwarden                Alison Hartley 07952 709041                                                                                
 

Church Treasurer            Vacancy               
 

Secretary of the PCC      Vacancy                     
 

Organist                          Jenny Johnson                                                             07734976978 
 

Gift Aid & Freewill  
Offering Secretary          Carole Butler                                                                07379 196608 
 

Safeguarding Officer      Peter Holden                                                                01204 596938 
 

Church Hall Booking      Geoff Hampson                                                            07910817577 
 

Church Lottery                Judith White                                                                 07812074776 
 

Magazine Editor             Alison Hartley                                  ainsworthmagazine@gmail.com 
 

Magazine Secretary       S Varnom                                                                     0161 761 5686 
 

Magazine Adverts          June Brooks                                                                 01204 527244 
 

Primary School Head     D Gerrard BA(Hons)PGCE                                          01204 527484 
 

Services 
Sunday  8.00am       Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
            10.30am       Family Service, 2nd Sunday Family & Parade Service 
            12.00pm       Baptisms (Except 2nd and last Sunday) 
               
Weds    6.15pm        Mid-Week Praise 
 
Home Communion is available for anyone unable to attend Church due to 
illness or frailty       
Arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, Banns of Marriage and Funerals 
Contact Revd Dave Thomson. 
 

(Answer to Bible Quiz – What? 1) The sun, moon and stars; 2) He turned 
water into wine; 3) It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of The 
Needle; 4) The fear of the Lord; 5) She looked back; 6) Ham; 7) A coat of 
many colours; 8) Simeon; 9) Obadiah; 10) The child leapt within her. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:vicar@ainsworthparish.org.uk
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Who’s Who For Church Organisations 
 

Mothers Union          
1st & 3rd Tuesday of the Month at 7.30pm                     
Branch Contact Jean Eddleston 

0161 761 2147                                            

Sunday School        Sunday at 10.25am in the Church Hall  

                    
Jan Burrow   
Vicky Howcroft Swift 

0161 761 1958 
07789 432103 

Altar Flowers           Kathy Armstrong Rand                         07748 020743 

ABC First Steps 
Toddler Group 

Fridays 10.00am - 11.30am Church Hall 
Jennifer White             
 

 
07964 587694 
 

Group Leader           
Bill White 
group.ainsworth@praws.gmnscouts.org.uk                         

01204 595378 

Beaver Scouts          
Friday at 6.00pm in the Church Hall Leader 
Valerie Watts 

 
01204 398634 

Cub Scouts            
Friday at 7.00pm in the Church Hall  
                       

 
 

Scouts 14th Radcliffe  
 
Explorers    

Fridays at 7.30pm in the Church Hall 
Leader Stacey White 
scouts.ainsworth@praws.gmnscouts.org.uk  

Monday 7 – 8.30pm; last Wednesday of the 
month 7.30pm in the Church Hall 
Leader John Turner               

07742 610281  
 
 
01204 381590 

Rainbows 16th Radcliffe   
Thursday at 4.30pm to 6.00pm in the 
Church Hall                      
Rainbow Guider  

 
 
 

Brownies 12th Radcliffe   
Thursday at 7.00pm to 8.15pm in the 
Church Hall  
Brown Owl Polly Ryder           

 
 
07437 519045 

Brownies 16th Radcliffe   
Thursday at 6.15pm to 7.30pm in the 
Church Hall  
Sarah McAnulty                    

                      
 
07955373623 

Guides 12th Radcliffe    
Thursday at 7.45pm in the Church Hall 
Captain  Emma Lee 

 
0161 764 2243 
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Little Fishes 
 

Parables 
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Jesus The Teacher  

 

A parable is a special type of story which Jesus would tell so that 

people could learn something from it; when Jesus told parables He 

was trying to get people to work things out for themselves so that 

they would properly understand. There are lots of different 

parables in the Bible and they all teach us different things; you 

can find the parable we’re going to look at today in the Gospel of 

Mathew, chapter 7, and also the Gospel of Luke, chapter 6. 

The Parable Of The Wise And Foolish Builders 

Once upon a time there were two men; each of the men decided to 

build himself a new house. Both men looked around for a place to 

build. 

The first man was always in a hurry; once he decided that he 

wanted to have something or to do something it seemed like 

it always had to happen immediately; he didn’t take the time 

to really think things through. It was exactly the same with 

his house - the man wanted to have his new house straight 

away. He quickly glanced around – it was flat and sandy where he 

was, “Oh good”, thought the man, “That will make it nice and easy!”  

And so, he started to build right where he was standing, 

on the flat, sandy patch of earth. In no time at all his 

new house was finished. He looked out of the door and 

said, 'Well that didn't take long to build, I think I’m 

going to be very happy living here.' 

The second man was much more cautious and liked to think 

things through, to be sure he was making a good decision. 

This man also looked at the flat sandy soil which would be 

so easy to build on, but then he thought about the winter 

which was coming; he thought about how bad the 

weather would be and how wet that sand would get when 

the rains came. The second man was very worried. He 

looked around and saw a steep, rocky cliff, and he decided to build 

his house high up on the cliff where the ground was hard and dry. 
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It took the man many weeks to build his house, but by the time 

the winter arrived, he had a strong, safe house. 

Not long after his house was finished, the rain began to fall. The 

house that was high up on the steep, rocky cliff was fine 

and dry, but the house that was on the flat, sandy ground 

started to wobble, then it started to crumble, 

and then, with a big crash, the house on the 

sand fell flat!  

So, What Does This Parable Teach Us? 

This parable teaches us that it’s really important to take the time 

to think things through and make good decisions; it also teaches 

us that there are consequences to the decisions that we make 

throughout our lives. We all have to make choices and decisions 

every day of our lives, sometimes they are big decisions, 

sometimes they are smaller; sometimes it’s tempting just to do 

whatever seems easiest or quickest, but generally sensible choices 

are more likely to lead to good or positive outcomes, and unwise 

choices are more likely to lead to an unhappy outcome. 

Sometimes it’s hard to know which would be the most sensible 

decision, then it’s important to stop and think and to talk to the 

people who are closest to us and also to ask God to help us. 

Although in this parable Jesus talks about building houses, He is 

also trying to help us to understand about the lives that we build 

for ourselves.  

The man in the first part of this story built his house on the sand; 

because the sand was soft, it was really easy to build on, but sand 

slips and slides and when the storms came there was nothing to 

help to keep the house together.  

The man in the second part of the story took time to think, he 

didn’t just take the easiest option; and because he built his house 

on good, solid rock, when the storms came, it stood firm. 

When we believe in Jesus and welcome Him into our lives it’s as if 

we are standing on rock and so even when things get hard, we 
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don’t fall over because Jesus is strong and will support us and hold 

us up! But if we decide to just take the quickest, easiest way; if 

we don’t build our life on Jesus and we don’t listen to Him, when 

life gets tough, it can feel as if we are standing on sand that slips 

and moves about – just like the house that was built on the sand, 

without Jesus in our lives to help us we could easily fall down!  

 

Father God,  

Help us to make wise choices - 

When we are working in our classes, 

When we are playing with our friends, 

When we are living in our homes. Amen 

 

Here’s An Interesting Thing To Try … 

You will need:  

• 2 paper cups 

• Pens to decorate 

• A large round stone that fits into the top of 1 of the cups 

• A straw 

Turn the cups upside down then use the pens to draw a person on 

each of the cups.  

Place 1 of the cups over the stone. 

Use the straw to blow hard at both of the paper cups – what 

happens to them? 
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Ainsworth Church & Community Hall 
 

Main hall, small hall and small meeting room, available for hire  
 daytime, evenings and weekends at competitive rates 

 

Ideal venue for Parties / Functions / Public meetings / 
Weddings / Birthdays / Funerals / Social events / Christenings 

 

Disabled access.   Projector and large screen 

 

Toilet facilities including Disabled, Baby changing and 
cloakrooms 

 

Newly equipped Catering kitchen 

 
For bookings, please contact Geoff Hampson on 07910 817577 
 e-mail: bookings@ainsworthchurchandcommunityhall.co.uk  

 

See full details on our new web site: 
www.ainsworthchurchandcommunityhall.co.uk 

 

 

 

Your Local Veterinary Surgery and 24 Hour Emergency Clinic 
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HORSE BITS 
Saddlery and Riding Wear 
18 Bridge Street, Ramsbottom, 

Lancashire, BL0 9QA 
Tel: 01706 822322 

 

Open 10 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. Weekdays 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturdays, 

12 noon - 4 p.m. Sundays, 

Closed Wednesdays 

AINSWORTH  
POST OFFICE 

 

Car Tax, Bureau de Change 
Lottery, Newspapers, Cards, 

Groceries, Carrs Pasties 
Home Made Samosas and Curries 

Hot Beverages, Copying 

Fancy Goods + Gifts and Toys  

Tel: 01204 523164 

Garage Door Repairs 
 

Excellent Service at a Low Price 

All types of repairs from 
cable replacement to full re-fit 

All work is VAT free 

01204 525922 or 07881 624710 
www.budgetgaragedoorrepairs.co.uk   

Glen Boardman,  
Ainsworth Hall Road, Ainsworth 

ICE CREAM PARLOUR  
& TEA SHOP 
 

Now open at  
ARTHUR LANE  
NURSERIES 
 

1 Arthur Lane,  
Ainsworth, Bolton  
 

Open Daily 10.00-5.00  

Have a day out! Buy all your Summer Bedding plants, Hanging  
Baskets, Shrubs, Conifers, Roses, Alpines etc at Down-to-Earth Prices.  

T- 01204 529929 
Now Serving FRESHLY made cold sandwiches. 

Serving Delicious Fredericks of Chorley Ice Cream 

facebook.com/thegardenshed.arthurlane  

J. RAWSON & SONS 
Monumental Masons 

& Sculptors 
 

Artistic Memorials in Marble,  

Granite and Stone 

250 Market Street, Bury  

Tel: 0161 764 4391 
www.rawsons-memorials.co.uk 
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SILLETTS 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A Family business,  
established over 135 years 

 

Spring Lane, Radcliffe 
Manchester M26 2TQ 

 

Tel: 0161 723 2383 or 01204 
861300 

www.sillettsfunerals.co.uk  

JACKSONS MOTOR  
REPAIRS 

 

M.O.T. Testing Class 4, 5 & 7 
Repairs and Servicing 

 

Tel: 01204 531595 
 

Lever Bridge Garage,  
Radcliffe Road,  

Darcy Lever, Bolton 

 

JACK HAMER & SON 

(Tottington) LTD 

Established 1930 
 

Building & Roofing  
Contractors 

 

Tel: 01204 883867  Fax: 01204 888592 
Mobile: 078663 69891 

STARMOUNT VILLA 
Residential Home 

 

Situated in a peaceful country 

setting at Bradley Fold 
 

If you are interested in quality 
of life for a relative etc., 
then telephone us on 

(01204) 525811 

MILE LANE PHARMACY 
66 Mile Lane, Bury 

 

Free Prescription Collection and Delivery 
Service. We will collect Prescriptions from your 

Doctor’s Surgery and then deliver your 
dispensed medicine promptly.  

For friendly helpful service 
Tel: 0161 764 5054 
OPENING HOURS 

Mon. - Fri. 9.00– 18.00;  Sat. 9.00 -13.00 
Electronic Prescriptions Dispensed 

Southlands 
Residential Home 

Withins Lane, Breightmet 
 

27 bed home, set in spacious  
private grounds 

Experienced staff providing 24 hour care. 
Respite care available 

 

Contact: Jane or Nicola 
On:  01204 528369/397011 

E-mail: 01204397011@uwclub.net 

MOWING * PLANTING * WEEDING * TIDY-UPS 
FENCE PAINTING * CARAVAN WASHING *  

ALL GENERAL JOBS CONSIDERED 
Call for a free quote 

BECKY on 01204 522968 or 07989 671248  
JAN  on 0161 761 1958 or 07950 960468 

 

 

 

AMG Sewing 
by Ann-Marie 

          (Née Cunliffe) 
 

Clothing and Curtains  
altered and repaired 

Collections within 3 mile radius 
93 Salisbury Road, Radcliffe 

0161 280 0026 or 07817 848248 
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Bolton & Bury Podiatry Group 
Chiropody & Podiatry 

Gwen Charnock & Associates  
 

 

 
 
 

661a Bury Road, Bolton, BL2 6HR 
Telephone: 01204 481927 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SJ DESIGNS 
 

Plans draughted for domestic extensions 
Local Authority Approval submissions 
 

S.T. Jackson ACIOB MBIAT 
203 Bury New Road 
Ainsworth. BL2 6QQ 

Tel: 01204 531883 
Mobile: 07790720491 

 

STUART FAIRCLOUGH  
and SONS 

 

For All Your Dairy Requirements 
MILK, EGGS and CREAM 

 

Please Telephone 
0161 764 0298 or 

0161 723 2569 

Warwick Bedroom 
Design 

 

Custom made Furniture 
● Bedroom ● Office ● Lounge●  
Free planning and estimating 

 

Tel: 0161 763 7137 
Mobile: 07833 748889 

www.warwickbedrooms.co.uk 

ARTHUR LANE 
NURSERIES 

 

Growers of quality garden plants 
All at down to earth prices 

 
1 ARTHUR LANE,  

AINSWORTH, BOLTON 
Telephone: 01204 529929 

Ivythwaite Lodge 
Oustanding Lake District Guest House 

             Your Hosts - Andrew & Abigail 
 

Princes Road, Windermere 

Cumbria LA23 2DD 

Tel: 01539488914 
 

Email:  enquiries@ivythwaitelodge.co.uk 

www.ivythwaitelodge.co.uk 

To advertise here  
please contact  

June Brooks on  
01204 527244  

or e-mail 
june1727:yahoo.com 

Anglo American 
 

ELECTRICAL COMPANY 
For All Your Electrical Needs 

Large or Small 
Electrical Wholesalers and  

Lighting Specialists 
 

67 Bradley Lane, Bolton, BL2 6RA 
 

Tel: 01204 527251 Fax: 01204 527257 
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LORDS 
 
 

ROOFING CONTRACTORS (N.W.) Ltd 
 

(AN ESTABILISHED FATHER AND SON ROOFING BUSINESS) 

 
 

          

FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING REQUIREMENTS 
(QUALITY THIS TIME • NEXT TIME • EVERY TIME) 

 
 
 

UNDERWRITTEN GUARANTEES WITH ALL CONTRACTS 
 

HAVING SERVED THE LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 
YEARS 

 
 
 
 

 

ALL ROOFING WORK(S) UNDERTAKEN  
 

LEAKS REPAIRED / SLATING / TILING / FACIAS & SOFFITTS  
FIRESTONE RUBBER FLAT ROOF INSTALLERS  

RE – ROOFING / LEAD WORKS / POINTING WORKS  
CHIMNEY WORKS & ALL ROOFING WORK(S) 

 
 

0800 612 2483 
 

Lords Roofing Contractors (N.W.) Ltd. 
Unit 2, Brinks Lane 

Bolton, Lancashire, BL2 6QD 


