
The Parishes of Adbaston, Gnosall, Knightley & High Offley, Moreton and Norbury 

 
Epiphany 2nd January 2022 

 

O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has done: 

The Magi who study the heavens follow a guiding star! 

 

O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has done: 

The peoples who live in the shadows see a glorious light! 

 

O come, let us worship the Lord, and consider what wondrous things God has done: 

The Christ who embodies the Word unveils the hidden plan, making us joint heirs of the 

promise of salvation through the gospel! 

 

O come, let us worship the Lord: 

For God has done wondrous things! Amen 

 

CONFESSION 

The prophet speaks of the coming light of God which calls all the people of the earth to come 

together in God’s realm of peace.  Let us confess the ways in which we have rejected God’s vision 

of wholeness. 

 

God of Light 

We confess that we have strayed from your realm of light: 

Forgive us and restore us to your light  

 

We follow the dim lights of the world of success and fortune: 

Forgive us and restore us to your light 

 

We follow our own path away from your goodness 

Forgive us and restore us to your light 

 

We do not follow the ways of Jesus Christ your son: 

Forgive us and restore us to your light. Amen 

 

ABSOLUTION 

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins, and restore you in his image to the 

praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

COLLECT 

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child: guide and  

sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

1st Reading - Isaiah 60: 1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

    and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

    and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 



Lift up your eyes and look around; 

    they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

    all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

    and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 

This is the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God 

 

2nd Reading - Matthew 2: 1-12 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew:  Glory to you O Lord 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’  When King Herod heard this, he 

was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 

the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of 

Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and 

when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they 

had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 

rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord:       Praise to you O Christ 

 

REFLECTION 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God;  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.    Amen 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

We bring our prayers using the response:   Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer 

 



In our year’s mind we remember (St. Lawrence, Gnosall): Jean Elizabeth Bentley, James (Jim) 

Winfield, Joan Richardson, Sydney Cuttell, Emily Johnson, Jacqueline Freeman, Ena McGregor, 

John Jones, Kingsley M.G. Mitchell, Charles Joynson, Edith Rosemary Jenkins 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.     

Amen 

  

PEACE 

The light of Christ lead you into the way of peace.  The peace of the Lord be always with you:  

and also with you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Living God, your radiance shines in the beauty of creation. In Christ your Son, you have given the 

world eternal light that burns brightly in the midst of darkness.  Like the magi, when you draw us 

near, we are overwhelmed with joy!  Lead us by your Spirit to share your warmth and grace with 

our neighbours.  Let our lives in this new year be an offering to you.  We pray through Christ, the 

light of the world. Amen.  

 
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me,  

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  

may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  

and follow you more nearly, day by day.   Amen 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with you always’.  

Be with me today, as I offer myself to you. 

Hear my prayers for others and for myself and keep me in your care.   Amen 

 

O God, help me to trust you, help me to know that you are with me, help me to believe that 

nothing can separate me from your love revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

 

O Lord and heavenly Father, we your humble servants entirely desire your fatherly goodness 

mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching you to 

grant, that by the merits and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and 

all your whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. Amen 

 

BLESSING 

The light of the Creator shine upon you.   

The light of the Saviour scatter the darkness from before you.  

The light of the Spirit guide you into the fullness of glory; and the blessing….. 



Go forward on your journey in peace to love and serve the Lord.   In the name of Christ, Amen 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

NEXT SUNDAY’S SERVICES (9th January 2022) 

 

 Gnosall: 7.45 am Holy Communion – Revd Alison 

              10.30 am Holy Communion – Revd Cathy 

              12.00 pm Baptism – Revd Cathy 

 

Moreton: 11.00 am Holy Communion – Revd Alison 

 

Knightley & High Offley: 9.30 am High Offley Morning Worship – Tina Henderson 

 

Norbury: 11.00 am Morning Worship – Tina Henderson 

 

Adbaston: 9.30 am Morning Worship – John Underhill 

 

ZOOM - Our services of Night Prayer take place at 9.30pm each weekday evening and Morning 

Prayer each Tuesday morning at 9.30am (all using the same Zoom access numbers). Please feel free 

to join us at any of these services. 

 

HOUSE OF BREAD - We are still collecting non-perishable food for those who are homeless and 

in need. Items can be left in the container by the garage at the Vicarage in Gnosall. If you are able to 

occasionally take our collection into Stafford could you please let Sue in the church office know. 

Thank you for your generous support of this very worthy cause.  

 

CHURCH OFFICE - The Church Office will be closed from Thursday 23rd December 

2021 until Monday 3rd January 2022. Sue Belyavin, our Benefice Administrator works 

from 9am-12noon Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Phone 01785 822820 or email 

churchofficegnosall@gmail.com 

 

Wishing you all a very blessed New Year, full of our Lord’s presence, grace and peace. 

 

 

PLEASE TRY TO TAKE THIS SHEET TO ANY MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

WHO AREN’T ABLE TO ACCESS IT ELECTRONICALLY.

 


