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Services – In Church:  
Sunday 5th December: Second Sunday of Advent  
 

Hungarton: 9 am – Holy Communion   
 

Skeffington 9 am – Morning Praise   
 

Illston: 10.30 am – Holy Communion  
 

Billesdon: 11 am – Holy Communion  
 

Gaulby: 3 pm – Christening 
 

Goadby: 5 pm – Readings and Carols  
 
 

Sunday 12th December: Third Sunday of Advent  
 

Skeffington 9 am – Holy Communion  
 

Billesdon: 11 am – Christingle Service  
 

Gaulby: 11 am – Morning Praise  
 

Hungarton: 4 pm – Carols and Christingle    
 

Services – Online: 
: Saturday 4th December at 9.00 am  
Saturday morning Prayers: 
To Join Zoom Service:  
 

Meeting ID: 	880 8064 3453 Passcode: 062674 
 

: Sunday 5th December at 10 am  
Second Sunday of Advent: 
Leader Revd. Helen Dearnley    Preacher: Hilary Painter    
 

To Join Zoom Service:  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87114725672?pwd=cE9DSk
VzZDRBSzdEZmdwY2p3YkFGdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 871 1472 5672 
Passcode: 541479 
 

DIAL IN FROM A LANDLINE OR MOBILE: 
 

T. 0203 481 5240 enter the Meeting ID: 871 1472 5672 
followed by #. Enter the Passcode: 541479 followed by # 
 

The Collect: Advent Two      
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 
and come among us, 
and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 
we are grievously hindered 
in running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen  
 

Billesdon Church no longer open: 
Very sadly and due to circumstances beyond our control, 
we are no longer able to fulfil the requirements to open 
in a Covid compliant manner. Billesdon Church will 
remain closed until the Covid venue management 
requirements stop. 

' Contact Us: * 
Revd. Alison: 0116 259 6321 alisonbooker@btinternet.com 
Hilary Painter: 0116 259 9752  hilarypainter@rocketmail.com   
Andrea Grindley: 0116 259 6741  andreagrindley@msn.com   
Julia Unna (Admin): 07761 729558 julia.unna@leicestercofe.org  
 

' A Prayer for The Day: Additional Collect  
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again  
as judge and saviour, we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. Amen  
 

 

Global Carol Service: Leicester Cathedral  
Sunday 12th December at 3 pm. 
 

A service of readings and carols from 
Christmas traditions around the world. 
Doors open 2.30pm. Tickets will be 
required for this event and covid 
precautions will be observed. 
Contact:  
E. lusa.ngoy@leicestercofe.org. 
www.leicester.anglican.org  
 

Cathedral Christmas Services & Events: 
http://leicestercathedral.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/11/Upside-Down-December-
Christmas-Booklet-2021.pdf  
 

Concert in Gaulby Church:  
Wednesday 15th December at 6. 30 pm  
This intimate setting for a concert on Wednesday 15th 
December Tamaki Higashi (violin), Julian Metzger (cello) 
and Lisa Nelson (flute). The concert commences at 6.30 pm 
to allow for a relaxed evening of music and seasonal treats 
from Byrn Bakery during the interval. Refreshments will 
also be available. Please see the link below: 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4699/news/   
 

Reflection: 
You might be forgiven for thinking this Sunday was 
about John the Baptist but actually this Sunday we 
remember the Prophets, the Old Testament Prophets, 
next week is John the Baptist! 
 

So why does the Gospel reading speak about John – well 
it is really because of our Old Testament reading and the 
fact that Luke quotes Isaiah. Malachi is one of those Old 
Testament prophets and the first 4 verses of chapter 3 
which is today’s reading prophesy the messenger that is 
John the Baptist the one who prepares the way but also 
Jesus is foretold, the Lord who suddenly comes. Advent 
is the time when we prepare for the coming of Christ, 
celebrating the first time and looking ahead to the 
second coming, as with last week some of the prophesy 
is of darkness and difficulty but at the end of our Gospel 
reading Luke quotes from Isaiah, another prophet, who 
says that the ‘rough ways’ will be ‘made smooth’ so 
amidst the prophecy of wars and natural disaster there 
is also the promise held in these prophecy of God who 
comes to us and who brings Salvation, making ways 
smooth and forgiving our sins. 

Revd. Alison 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88080643453?pwd=bXVhdk
FIK2VJUEtpeitaOU1KRVR6Zz09  
	
Meeting	ID:	880	8064	3453	
Passcode:	062674	
 
Meeting ID: 820 3121 4679 
Passcode: 661204 
 
Meeting ID: 857 7733 6438 
Passcode: 358903 
 
 



Bible Readings: Sunday 5th December:  
Second Sunday of Advent:  
 

Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3: 1-4 (NRSV) 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says 
the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 
righteousness, 4 Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of 
old and as in former years. 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 3: 1-6 (NRSV) 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, 
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler[c] of 
Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of 
the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
    and the rough ways made smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 
 

'Travelling Light':  
Advent Course from Lights for Christ: 
 

Based around some familiar and less familiar passages 
from the gospels (from Luke chapter 1 and Matthew 
chapter 2) the recurring theme of this course is travel: 
how God comes to people, how people draw near to 
Jesus and how we keep moving forward as Lights for 
Christ in today's world. This four-part course ‘Travelling 
Light’ is designed to be used in small groups, although it 
can also be effective if you use it on your own. 
Find out more here. 

Celebration of Christmas Concert:  
Saturday 18th December 7.30 pm doors open at 6.45 pm 
The Harborough Singers with Jemma Redgrave and Simon 
Slater at St Dionysius Church, Market Harborough.  
Tickets Information: www.harboroughsingers.com   
Leicester Grammar School Concerts:  
Please see the attached link to the Leicester Grammar 
School Concert Programme.  
 

8F04E13729243EAFDD590897B17DC676.pdf (lgs-
senior.org.uk) 

Online services and events: 
http://leicestercathedral.org/online-services/ 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-
worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer   
 
 

Online Giving – Please help us: 

As we try to move forward in the wake of COVID,  
please donate to help keep our ministry going,  
please click on your village below:    
 

Billesdon  Skeffington Hungarton 
 

Our Churches Online: 
All have web pages on ‘A Church Near You’  
 – for sermons, videos, information: 
Hungarton      Keyham     Billesdon   
Skeffington     Goadby  The Gaulby Group: 
 

Food Bank Appeal: 
Our Churches continue to support local Foodbanks. All 
donations welcome, which may be left in any of our 
Church porches, or you can donate online. 
 

Make a donation to The Well's Food bank fund, 
by bank transfer to The Well Kibworth  
Sort Code: 40-32-04    Acc: 41666959    Ref: 'Foodbank' 
Gift Aid Forms can be downloaded from the website: 
thewellkibworth.org  and sent to them. 
Leicester South (Wigston). donate money online 
 

Bishop’s Social Policy Adviser Appointed: 
The Bishop of Leicester has appointed a Social Policy 
Adviser (two days per week and funded nationally by the 
Church Commissioners). Florence Gildea will start in the 
role in the new year but will spend occasional days in the 
diocese before then. Read more here. 
 

A Prayer for those affected by Coronavirus: 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care 
for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low;  
that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can 
separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Advent Candle Prayer: 
God our Father,  
you spoke to the 
prophets of old of a 
Saviour who would 
bring peace.  
You helped them to 
spread the joyful 
message  
of his coming kingdom. 
 

Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth,  
to share with those around us 
the good news of your power and love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world.  
Amen. 
 


