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The PARISH of ECCLESTON & PULFORD  
 

E-BULLETIN    
 

SUNDAY 3rd OCTOBER 2021 
TRINITY 18 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to our e-bulletin, and welcome to worship today.  Because of the road closures 
for the Chester Marathon our worship pattern is a little different (9.45am at Pulford and 

6.30pm at Eccleston – more details below). 
 
The Church of England’s set readings for a main service today are Genesis 2:18-24 and 
Mark 10:2-16 – the main theme here is of course the nature of marriage and indeed the 

general complementarity and equality of male and female before God – but at the end of 
the Gospel Jesus also speaks of children: both the necessity for a community of faith to 
welcome the little ones, but also of how we ourselves need to receive the Kingdom of God 

like children. We have much to learn from the child’s wonder and delight, and the eager-
ness to explore and discover – is that a quality of our faith ?  Pray that it may be so for us, 

as individuals and as a church.   
 
This is the first Sunday of the Parish Vacancy – more information on page 3.   
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP TODAY  
 

9.45am  HOLY COMMUNION by EXTENSION  
at Pulford Church 

 
6.30pm SUNG EVENSONG 

at Eccleston Church  
           

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MARATHON THOUGHTS ! 
 

Today is the day of the Chester Marathon – whilst we may not feel up to 
running a physical marathon, or even running for the ‘bus  the idea of the 

Christian life as running a race is woven deep into the New Testament 
and Christian Spirituality - here are some useful texts on which to reflect: 
 
“Let us run with perseverance the race set before us, 
looking to Jesus the author and perfector of our faith” 
(Hebrews 12:1-2) 
 

“Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way that you may win it. Athletes exercise self-control in all things; they do it to receive 
a perishable garland, but we an imperishable one. So I do not run aimlessly, nor do I box as 
though beating the air; but I punish my body and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to others 
I myself should not be disqualified.” 
(I Corinthians 10:24-27) 

 

“Not that I have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 3:12-14 
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HOME WORSHIP  
 

Thankyou for your feedback on ‘Home Worship.’ With the start of the Va-
cancy it won’t be sent with the e-bulletin anymore,  but separately to all 

those who would like a copy.  
 
If you would like to continue to receive Home Worship,  

then please let Rob Hughes know:  

bob.hughes251@mac.com; 0780 904 2079 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A LICENSING ! 
 
We have much valued Jeanette’s ministry as a Reader and pastor and Christian friend in 
the last 18 months. She was to have been formally licensed to the parish last year but this 
was delayed due tof Covid. Since then she’s been ministering with the Diocese’s temporary 

permission. This now becomes formal with her Licensing to us at the Cathedral this 
Saturday (9th October) at 2.30pm. You are warmly invited to attend and support.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEXT SUNDAY is HARVEST FESTIVAL at ECCLESTON 
 

10.30am ALL AGE COMMUNION at Eccleston 
with contributions from Eccleston School community  
 
The service will be led by our good friend  
Rev’d Ric Waite of St Mary’s, Handbridge 
 
Harvest Gifts (not perishable) will be gratefully received  

at the service for the West Cheshire Foodbank 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SUNDAY 17th OCTOBER 
 
This is Rob Hughes’ final Sunday as Parish Reader, ‘though he’ll be carry-

ing on (in the best sense of the phrase !) in other ways, and continuing to 
worship with us. This is an opportunity to say thankyou to Rob for all he 

has given us in both Churches, by his ministry of teaching and leading 
worship. The Wardens can tell you more about arrangements. 
 

10.30am PARISH COMMUNION at Pulford  - preacher: Rob Hughes 
 
The Service will be led by Canon Ian Davenport, Queens Chaplain  
(and formerly Rector of Malpas)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OPEN DOORS 
 

Eccleston Church and Pulford Church are usually open for personal 

prayer every day (but we reserve the right to close at short notice if nec-
essary)  We encourage people to use the hand sanitiser at the entrance 

on arriving and leaving. Our Churches are fully open again for pilgrims, 
seekers and visitors. Feel free to call in, be still, and pray.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WORSHIP PATTERNS 
 
The Briefing/Consultation paper is almost ready for distribution, giving the main options 

and the pros and cons of each. It will be coming out via the Parish e-mail list shortly. 
Read, mark learn, inwardly digest – and pray ….  

mailto:bob.hughes251@mac.com
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MESSY CHURCH   -   ALMOST THERE ! 
 
It looks as if we will be restarting Messy Church: in November. Before 

Covid came along our children’s/families ministry was one of the points 
of growth, drawing people in to the life of the Church. We don’t want to 

lose that and need to start again – but with all the lockdowns and re-
strictions that has proven very hard to do. All Age worship is up and 

running, and we now have a new co-ordinator for Messy Church: 
Katie Prescott from the School. She’s liaising with the Messy team, and we’ll be getting 

in touch with people about the date. Watch this space - and thanks Katie for taking it on. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP in OCTOBER – at a glance ….. 
 
 

Sunday 3rd October         9.45am Holy Communion ‘by Extension’ at Pulford 
                                        6.30pm Sung Evensong at Eccleston  

                                        Chester Marathon Sunday  
 
Sunday 10th October      10.30am All Age Harvest Communion at Eccleston 
                                        with Eccleston School   

                                        Service led by Rev’d Ric Waite (Handbridge) 
 
Sunday 17th October      10.30am Parish Communion at Pulford  

                                      Rob Hughes’ final Sunday as Reader  

                                        Service led by Canon Ian Davenport (Queen’s Chaplain) 
 
Sunday 24th October       10.30am Parish Communion at Eccleston 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
VACANCY MATTERS 
 
Roger’s retirement came into effect on 30th September, so the Parish is now in vacancy. 

The Diocese have already issued the formal ‘Notice of Vacancy’ and the process of plan-
ning for the future and seeking a new Rector can begin. The parish, especially the Wardens 

and PCC, together with our Patron the Duke of Westminster, will have the major part in 
this, in consultation with the Diocese. Please pray for all involved in the process.  
 
For all parish matters and also Baptism, Wedding and Funeral enquiries, please contact 
the Churchwardens in the first instance: 
 
Mr John Richards (Eccleston) 

01244-679145 / 2churchview@gmail.com 
 
Mrs Julie Rowland (Eccleston) 

01244-677863 / juliearowland@hotmail.com 
 
Mrs Susan Payne (Pulford) 
01244-579218 / sem.payne@icloud.com 
 
The Rural Dean, Rev’d Hennie Johnston is formally the Priest in Charge  
during the vacancy: 

01244-671702 / vicar@stmarkssaltney.org.uk 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
“Look back, remember and have confidence;  

The future, like the past, has God in it; 

His cupped hands bear the whole of time, and you; 
The future holds nothing that can elude his covenanted care and mastery.” 

 
   (Bishop Richard Holloway) 

mailto:2churchview@gmail.com
mailto:sem.payne@icloud.com
mailto:vicar@stmarkssaltney.org.uk
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DAILY READINGS & PRAYER  
Making a space for the Word ….. 
 

These readings are taken from the Church of England system of 
readings, and are good to follow in our daily prayers. We can use 

one or both. Scripture is a living word for us - a point of connec-
tion  -  and the Lord will use it to speak to us if we make space 
and time to stop, slow down and wait on him     
 

Monday 4th        Hebrews 7:26-8:6          

Tuesday 5th           2 Corinthians 12:1-10  

Wednesday 6th      James 2:14-26      
Thursday 7th        John 16:25-33     
Friday 8th               Luke 23:44-56  
Saturday 9th           John 20:19-end  

PRAYER for the WEEK  
 

Almighty and everlasting God,  
increase in us your gift of faith 

that, forsaking what lies behind 
and reaching out to that which is before, 

we may run the way of your commandments 
and win the crown of everlasting joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FROM ROGER ….. 
 
It’s hard to find adequate words to say thankyou for last Sunday and for the many gifts 
and blessings which I have received from so many people, both then, and over the last six 

years of ministry here – thankyou from all my heart. 
 
The liturgy last Sunday was wonderful – many of the visitors have commented on it - 

thankyou to all who took part in it (including the Choir, Bob on the Organ, and Rebekah 
our very talented ‘parish saxophonist’ !). 
 
I never wanted to be anything other than a Parish Priest, indeed I think I am a Parish Priest 

to my bones, and it has been good to end 38 years parish ministry in a place where ‘clas-
sical’ Anglican Parish Ministry is valued and works – for that, and for all your love and 

prayers my deepest gratitude. 
 
I now have ‘Permission to Officiate’, and look forward to being a priest in a different way. 
 
I’m not that far away  (though in another country !) - you will always be welcome to call 
 
As ever - and with my prayers for the next stage of your life together. 
 

 
 

 
 

Roger’s new address: 
 
‘Lyndale’,                                E-mail stays the same:  yficerdy@btopenworld.com 
Ellesmere Lane,                       
Penley 

Wrexham LL13 0LP 


