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The PARISH of ECCLESTON & PULFORD  
 

E-BULLETIN    
 

SUNDAY 10th OCTOBER 2021 
HARVEST FESTIVAL at ECCLESTON 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Welcome to our e-bulletin, and welcome to worship today.  This Sunday we are together 

at Eccleston at 10.30am and keep our second parish Harvest celebration. We particularly 
welcome Rev’d Ric Whaite Rector of Handbridge to lead worship, and members of the 

Eccleston School community who will be sharing in and contributing to our worship. 
 

Behind the “folk-tradition” of Harvest Festival (in fact less than 200 years old) lie some 

important insights: a recognition of creation as God’s gift, of the significance of the material 
amidst the spiritual, of our responsibility for creation, and our responsibility one for an-

other. All these themes and more are woven into our Harvest celebrations this Sunday and 
on Sunday 10th October at Eccleston – and the two services will have a different feel and 

theme so we hope you’ll come along to both ! 
 

Thankyou for supporting the work of the Foodbank with your Harvest Gifts.  
   
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP TODAY 
 

10.30am  ALL AGE COMMUNION for HARVEST FESTIVAL 

at Eccleston Church  
Special Service Sheet and Song Sheet 

Harvest Gifts will be received for the work of the  

West Cheshire Food Bank 
         

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
HOME WORSHIP  
 

Thankyou for your feedback on ‘Home Worship.’ With the start of the Va-
cancy it won’t be sent with the e-bulletin anymore,  but separately to all 

those who would like a copy.  If you would like to continue to receive Home 

Worship,  then please let Rob Hughes know:  

bob.hughes251@mac.com; 07809042079 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEXT SUNDAY is TRINITY 20  
 

10.30am PARISH COMMUNION at Pulford Church 
 
This is Rob Hughes’ final Sunday as Parish Reader, ‘though he’ll be car-
rying on (in the best sense of the phrase !) in other ways, and continuing 
to worship with us. This is an opportunity to say ‘thankyou’ to Rob for 

all he has given us. The Wardens can tell you more about arrangements. 
 
Rob will, of course be preaching.  
The service will be led by Canon Ian Davenport, Queens Chaplain  

(former Rector of Malpas)  

mailto:bob.hughes251@mac.com
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OPEN DOORS 
 

Eccleston Church and Pulford Church are usually open for personal 
prayer every day (but we reserve the right to close at short notice if nec-

essary)  We encourage people to use the hand sanitiser at the entrance 
on arriving and leaving. Our Churches are fully open again for pilgrims, 

seekers and visitors. Feel free to call in, be still, and pray.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WORSHIP PATTERNS 
 
The Briefing/Consultation paper is now being distributed, giving the three main options 
and the pros and cons of each, and explaining how to let us know your thoughts. It is be-

ing distributed via the Parish e-mail list. Please speak to the Church Wardens if you have 
any queries, or have not received a copy. 
 

Please read, mark, learn, inwardly digest – and pray that we may have wisdom and dis-
cernment as to the best way forward for our parish and our congregations. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MESSY CHURCH   -   ALMOST THERE ! 
 
It looks as if we will be restarting Messy Church: in November. Before 

Covid came along our children’s/families ministry was one of the points 
of growth, drawing people in to the life of the Church. We don’t want to 

lose that and need to start again – but with all the lockdowns and re-
strictions that has proven very hard to do. All Age worship is up and 

running, and we now have a new co-ordinator for Messy Church: 
Katie Prescott from the School. She’s liaising with the Messy team, and we’ll be getting 

in touch with people about the date. Watch this space - and thanks Katie for taking it on. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP in OCTOBER – at a glance ….. 
 
 

Sunday 10th October      10.30am All Age Harvest Communion at Eccleston 
                                        with Eccleston School   

                                        Service led by Rev’d Ric Waite (Handbridge) 
 
Sunday 17th October      10.30am Parish Communion at Pulford  

                                      Rob Hughes’ final Sunday as Reader  

                                        Service led by Canon Ian Davenport (Queen’s Chaplain) 
 
Sunday 24th October       10.30am Parish Communion at Eccleston 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DON’T FORGET THE  FOODBANK ! 
 

We’re regularly collecting non-perishables for the West Cheshire Food-
Bank. There are donation stations at the back of both Churches (and in 

Eccleston School) Please also consider regular on-line financial dona-
tions to the FoodBank. Go to https://westcheshire.foodbank.org.uk 

and click ‘Donate’. Thankyou everyone for your support, and thankyou 

to Rachel Williams our parish co-ordinator 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“Lift the stone, and you will find me; cleave the wood, and I am there” 
 

(2nd Century Christian text -  from the Oxynrhyncus Papyrus, found in Egypt) 

https://westcheshire.foodbank.org.uk/
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VACANCY MATTERS 
 
Roger’s retirement came into effect on 30th September, so the Parish is now in vacancy. 

The Diocese have already issued the formal ‘Notice of Vacancy’ and the process of plan-
ning for the future and seeking a new Rector can begin. The parish, especially the Wardens 

and PCC, together with our Patron the Duke of Westminster, will have the major part in 
this, in consultation with the Diocese. Please pray for all involved in the process.  
 
For all parish matters and also Baptism, Wedding and Funeral enquiries, please contact 
the Churchwardens in the first instance: 
 
Mr John Richards (Eccleston) 
01244-679145 / 2churchview@gmail.com 
 
Mrs Julie Rowland (Eccleston) 

01244-677863 / juliearowland@hotmail.com 
 
Mrs Susan Payne (Pulford) 

01244-579218 / sem.payne@icloud.com 
 
The Rural Dean, Rev’d Hennie Johnston is formally the Priest in Charge  
during the vacancy: 

01244-671702 / vicar@stmarkssaltney.org.uk 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
DAILY READINGS & PRAYER  
Making a space for the Word ….. 
 

These readings are taken from the Church of England system of 
readings, and are good to follow in our daily prayers. We can use 

one or both. Scripture is a living word for us - a point of connec-
tion  -  and the Lord will use it to speak to us if we make space 

and time to stop, slow down and wait on him     
 

Monday 11th        I Timothy 3:14-4:8          

Tuesday 12th          Galatians 6:1-10 
Wednesday 13th      2 Corinthians 1:1-11      
Thursday 14th        1 Corinthians 11:17-end     
Friday 15th             Mark 15:33-47  
Saturday 16th        John 21:15-end  

PRAYER for the WEEK  
 

O God, forasmuch as without you 

we are not able to please you: 
mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit 

may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  

Amen  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 “Look back, remember and have confidence;  

The future, like the past, has God in it; 
His cupped hands bear the whole of time, and you; 

The future holds nothing that can elude  
his covenanted care and mastery.” 

 
(Bishop Richard Holloway) 

mailto:2churchview@gmail.com
mailto:sem.payne@icloud.com
mailto:vicar@stmarkssaltney.org.uk
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FROM ROGER ….. 
 
It’s hard to find adequate words to say thankyou for the many gifts and blessings which I 

have received from so many people, both on my final Sunday with you at the end of last 
month, and over the last six years of ministry here -  thankyou from all my heart. 
 
I never wanted to be anything other than a Parish Priest, indeed I think I am a Parish Priest 

to my bones, and it has been good to end 38 years parish ministry in a place where ‘clas-
sical’ Anglican Parish Ministry is valued and works – for that, and for all your love and 

prayers my deepest gratitude. 
 
I now have ‘Permission to Officiate’, and look forward to being a priest in a different way – 

the requests to ‘help out’ are already coming in – I shall have to manage them carefully, 
and perhaps learn occasionally to say ‘no’ …. ! 
 
I’m not that far away  (‘though in another country !) - you will always be welcome to call 
 
As ever - and with my prayers for the next stage of your life together. 
 

 
 

 
 

Roger’s new address: 
 
‘Lyndale’,                                E-mail stays the same:  yficerdy@btopenworld.com 
Ellesmere Lane,                       
Penley 

Wrexham LL13 0LP 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
THOMAS TRAHERNE   –   “Landscapes of Glory”  
 
Thomas Traherne (1637-1674) was a child of the Welsh Marches; 
born in Hereford, and after his ordination serving as Rector of Cre-

denhill on the road west towards Hay-on-Wye. He wrote prose and 
poetry, rejoicing in the natural world and the glory of God seen 

through it, and also writing moving and perceptively about child-
hood and the need to remain childlike in wonder even ‘though we be 

‘grown up’ (which is surely what Jesus was talking about when he 
tells us to become as little children so as to enter the Kingdom).  
 

Above all he writes about vision, about practising the ability to see 
within and see beyond. One of his most striking images is a recol-

lection as a child peering through an open gate in the Hereford city wall, and seeing the 
fields and the Welsh hills unfolding before him (which is rather like driving under the 

bridge on Rake Lane, Eccleston and seeing the vistas open up there). Limited and con-
strained spaces lead us into the glory of God, and every place may be a place that leads us 

up and on and into Him – hallowed ground.  
 

Traherne was but little known until around 40 years ago -  only a few of his prose works 
were known and some of his poetry was wrongly attributed to his near contemporary Henry 

Vaughan, who lived nearby in the Usk valley. However in the 1960s various lost manu-
scripts were discovered that were identified as his and showed how important he is in his 

own right.  He is remembered in the Church calendar today, 10th October, and there is a 
remarkable modern set of Traherne windows in Hereford Cathedral – see the picture above 

for one of them. 


