
Lyn Valley Mission Community

Trinity 21 – Last Sunday after Trinity/Bible Sunday

Isaiah 55:1-11 Psalm 19:7-end 2 Timothy3:14-4.5
John 5:36b-end

In speaking and listening, writing and reading, may God be known, who 
is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

 The tradition of following a “liturgical year” in our pattern of worship is
something I  know many of us value. By tracing the story of what we
believe about God across the year, and travelling the cycle repeatedly if
gives the opportunity to focus on particular aspects of faith, and to find
new  perspectives  throughout  our  lives  –  to  grow  and  deepen  our
relationship with good as we mature, as our experiences change and as
the world around us raises new questions on which we might want to
reflect.

Today  we  come  to  the  end  of  the  Trinity  season  –  the  long  green
growing  season in  which  we  have been able  to  explore  so much of
Jesus’ teaching on what it is to live as those who have travelled with him
from anticipating his birth as the fulfilment of the promises of God the
Father, to his birth, death, resurrection and ascension and have received
the  promised  Holy  Spirit  which  forms  us  as  his  body  on  earth,  the
Church,  and  who  await  the  consummation  of  the  Kingdom  Jesus
inaugurated.  And this final  Sunday after  Trinity is often kept as Bible
Sunday: a day for particular focus on and thanksgiving for the gift of the
books which have carried to us this very story of our relationship with
God the Trinity through which we travel each year.

We can see that Trinitarian relationship in the readings we have received
for  today.  Isaiah  brings  us  the  words  of  the  Creator,  the  prophet
becoming the mouthpiece for  “God’s word”:  “thus says the Lord”,  the
direct communication of the Creator with creatures. God tells us that his
word is purposeful, creative: it does what it says. There are echoes here
of the first account of Creation which begins the Bible in Genesis, where
God speaks everything into being. The prophet’s message is that this
word  is  calling  those  who  hear  it  back  into  the  deepest  closest
relationship  with  God  –  creating  a  covenant  –  a  deep  mutual  bond
created by mutual commitment. “I will be their God and they will be my
people”. Listening to God offers satisfaction, life, mercy – all that draws
us into the life for which we were spoken into being by God. 



In  the  gospel  we  are  given,  Jesus  is  drawing  the  focus  of  God’s
revelation  on  himself.  He  is  making  the  radical  claim  that  his  works
testify that he is the one sent by God to reveal God’s will for the world,
and to be the enactment of that word of creative, restorative love that
Isaiah expresses. Within this teaching, the gospel writer offers the origin
of a distinctively Christian way of reading the Hebrew scriptures which
Jesus and his opponents both shared: that Jesus is the full revelation of
God’s word, as John begins his gospel, Jesus is the “Word made flesh”.
Jesus shows us what God’s active word is like in person - God stepping
out of the text as it were. 

I  feel  it  is  important  to  say  that  this  distinctive  “Christogical”
understanding  of  the  what  many  Christians  now  often  call  the  “Old
Testament” now means that while we might have received the Hebrew
Scriptures into the Christian Bible, we interpret them very differently from
the continued life the Hebrew Scriptures have within the Jewish faith.
Today’s gospel passage betrays the pained separation of the earliest
Christians  from  their  Jewish  origins  and  it  is  my  hope  that  current
interfaith respect and dialogue enables us to learn from one the holiness
we each accord to our texts.

But, to go back to Jesus stepping out of the text – the distinctly Christian
claim is that Jesus reveals to us God in the most direct way we can
receive God – as one of us, a person with a human history, an human
experience, human forms of expression, and he shows us how to live in
the way for which we have been created. 

In today’s gospel Jesus points to something really significant in being
able  to  receive  him in  this  way:  God’s  “word  abiding  in  you”.  He  is
pointing us to that  creative,  purposeful,  merciful,  relation-ship building
communication of  God which he says can be found within us.  God’s
presence within us – God’s Holy Spirit.

I wonder, if we can deepen our appreciation of how we can use the Bible
in  our  own  lives  by  reflection  on  these  three  ways  of  understanding
God’s Word:

God’s active power of creation, purpose, restoration and relationship 

God’s  active  power  of  creation,  purpose,  restoration  and  relationship
revealed in the person of Jesus

God’s  active  power  of  creation,  purpose,  restoration  and  relationship
deep at work within us.



When we read any passage of the Bible, we read it in the presence of
Father, Son and Holy Spirit as an act of communication with God.

Any act of our communication with God is always a response to God’s
first seeking out of us, so we receive the words of the Bible like an entry
into conversation.

What do we hear or notice in what we read of God’s creating, God’s
purpose, God’s restoring or God’s desire for closer relationship with us
as we read?

What does Jesus show us of what we are discovering in what we read?

How is God the Holy Spirit deepening our understanding from within as
we stay with this passage?

Can we take up the conversation and talk with God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit about whatever one of those questions raises? Perhaps it is
not the need to talk, but just to hold a response before God in quiet and
see what God shows you

As Bible Sunday gives us an opportunity to review where the Bible has a
part to play in our faith, perhaps you might like to think about how you
have used the Bible in the past, how you use it now, and how it might
have a role in your prayer and faith life in the coming year.

In reading, listening and prayer, may God be known amongst us the one
with creative, purposeful, restoring and love-giving words for us: who is
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen


