
Welcome to a time of prayer and reflection. Let’s be still and recognise that we
are in the presence of God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

In today’s gospel Jesus uses language of servanthood and slavery in a radical 
attempt to help his disciples recognise that their influence and his in the world 
starts from the place in which we discover the meaning of our lives in our 
response to and love for others. This language is in no way a condoning of the 
horror of enslavement that still blights the lives of many in our world. Monday 
sees anti-slavery day, so as an act of love and awareness of the our need to 
serve those who suffer by challenging all forms of exploitation our prayers are 
drawn from an anti-slavery liturgy (created by the Clewer Initiative 
https://theclewerinitiative.org/)

God be gracious to us and bless us.

We confess the times when we have not let others feel the warmth of your love 
shining through us.

Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy

May your ways be heard and seen upon earth.
We acknowledge our blindness to the needs of all who are oppressed or enslaved.
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy

As we taste your goodness, we confess the injustices we ourselves have 
perpetrated, knowingly and unknowingly, against those who are invisible and have
no voice in this world.
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy

May the God who rescues us from our sins, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life through Jesus Christ our Lord

Amen

Let us pray:

God, the giver of life,

whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church:

by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ

and make us eager to do your will,

that we may share with the whole creation

the joys of eternal life;



through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

From the Gospel according to Mark 10:35-45

Sermon (see attached text)

Holy God,

You enabled your people to escape from slavery and learn to live more fully in 

your Promised Land.

Inspire your Church to work for freedom for all who are enslaved in our midst 

today.

Give us grace to bear the light of Christ to all who are suffering in slavery.

And lead us to reach out with care and compassion that your saving love may be

made known, and your healing presence provide blessing and new life.

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord who, for our sake took the 

nature of a slave, humbled himself and died on the cross, yet rose again to bring 

new life to all who seek freedom and fulfilment.

Lord in your mercy, hear our praye

Holy God,

Guide all who lead the nations in the ways of wisdom and compassion that they 

may seek to be those who serve those they lead.

We pray for the end of all structures that create the conditions in which oppression

and in equality flourish, for the fair distribution of resources, for wise care of our 

common home, the earth, for the healing of all forms of prejudice and 

discrimination



Lord in your mercy hear our prayer

Holy God,

Help us to see those within our communities who are exploited;

help us to understand how to care for them and how we and our church 

community can show your care.

Help us to act and work in such a way that we can challenge injustice and break

the chains of exploitation.

Help us to be with the oppressed.

Remind us to care for them

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

Holy God

Release from the trial of pain and distress al who we know to be suffering today

We hold before you in our hearts those for whom we are concerned

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

Holy God, Lord of all life,

We commend to your closer keeping all who have died.

Through the love of your Son, may we all come to share with them the joys of risen

life

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

.

We gather all these prayers as we pray in the words Jesus gave us:
Our Father who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy
will  be done,  on earth as  it  is  in  heaven. Give us this  day our daily  bread.
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is  the kingdom, the
power and the glory. Forever and ever, Amen.



Giving thanks for the communion we share through baptism with one another
and with God in Christ Jesus our Lord we make an act of spiritual communion
in the words of this prayer:

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for
all  the  pains  and  insults  you  have  borne  for  me.  As  I  cannot  receive  you
sacramentally  today,  I  ask  you  to  come  spiritually  into  my  heart.  O  most
merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you
more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

Christ the good shepherd,

who laid down his life for the sheep,

draw you and all who hear his voice

to be one flock within one fold;

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you this day and always

.

All   Amen.


