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Rev Joy Collins, Priest in Charge of Westfield and Guestling 
Email:  revjoycollins@gmail.com 
Phone:   07437 797553   or 01424 447643 
By post: 23 Croft Road, Hastings TN34 3HP 

Westfield Notices 
Home groups Wednesdays every week 7:30pm @ Cathy 
and Howard’s  Cockmartins Farm or Dawn and Jez @ Apple 
Tree Down. 
Please note that on Wednesday 6th October both groups 
will meet at Apple Tree Down as Cathy is away. 
 

Prayer Group 1st, 3rd (and 5th when there is one) Tuesdays 
7:30pm @ Cathy and Howard’s Cockmartins Farm. 
 

Youth Church Zoom 1st and 3rd Saturdays 4pm. 
Email kathyandericdarvill@gmail.com for an invitation.  
 

Guestling Notices 
Harvest: please come to church at 2pm on Friday 8th  
October if you can help with decorating the church with 
flowers, greenery, vegetables etc. and the gifts from school. 
Please come at 2pm on Saturday 9th October to help get 
things ready for the Harvest Lunch after the service on  
Sunday 10th. 
 

Choir Practice Dates 
October 7th and 21st and November 11th and 25th.  
 

Lady Mary Ashburnham’s Memorial Service  
at St Laurence’s will be in the second half of October—date 
to be confirmed. 
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THE BENEFICE OF WESTFIELD AND GUESTLING 
A letter from Rev Joy     3rd October    18th after Trinity 

It’s Friday morning and it’s blowing a hooley outside and the 
rain is lashing down. I’m still in my pyjamas writing this but 
I’ll have to go back to the top of the house and get dressed 
soon as it’s so cold! It’s the first day of October so I shouldn't 
be surprised but September was such a warm month that I 
haven’t yet unearthed any warm jumpers or cardigans.  I’ve 
said ‘white rabbits’ three times this morning—such a strange 
tradition.  We don’t do the pinch and a punch for the first of 
the month which is a relief as I had my flu jab earlier in the 
week and my arm is still a bit tender. Hetty is beside me on 
the sofa curled up tight under a blanket and Miru has gone 
back up to Clem’s room and is probably under the duvet. 
They’d normally be insisting on their breakfast  by now but 
sometimes warmth is more important than food. 
I’ll be in church tomorrow morning to meet a couple about a 
wedding for next year and then someone about a funeral 
and I’ve just started thinking about Christmas. There are  
services to plan and Clem wants me to order the Christmas 
roast early as she wants to be sure of a feast!  Westfield and 
Guestling schools are both planning to come to church for 
Christmas singing this year which will be fun.  I need to  
remember not to have any clashes with hall bookings as the 
school choir likes to use it for getting ready.  Christmas Day is 
a Saturday this year which means three days of concentrated 
church from Christmas Eve through to the first Sunday of 
Christmas!  
I’ve hemmed one of the sitting room curtains and it’s back 
up so only one to go which I’ll try to get done today. When 
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that one’s back up we’ll get the 
plants back in place plus two 
new orchids which Clem got for 
her birthday. One of our other 
orchids is developing a new  
flower spike which was the 
cause of much celebration this  
morning. The photo is one of 
her birthday orchids. 
This comes with my love and 
prayers for you all, Joy  
 

Westfield Church Services  

Sunday 3rd October  Trinity 18 
 

  8.30am     BCP Communion 
  10am     Holy Communion 
Wednesday  6th October       
 9.30        Holy Communion—William Tyndale 
 1.30-3pm  Parents and Toddlers in Church  
Sunday 10th October Trinity 19 
  8.30am     BCP Communion 
  10am     Morning Praise 
Guestling Church Services   
Sunday    3rd October Trinity 18 on line service only 
Sunday 10th October  HARVEST   
  11am Holy Communion   
FARM AFRICA auction and Harvest Lunch afterwards 
Saturday 16th October 
  2.30pm  Baptism of Rupert and Myrtle Tannett 
Sunday 17th October 
  11am Morning Praise in Church 
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Top Ten Gardening Jobs for October from the RHS 
 
1 Divide established rhubarb crowns to create 

new plants 
 
2 Cut back perennials that have died down 

3 Divide herbaceous perennials 

4 Move tender plants, including aquatic ones, in-
to a greenhouse or conservatory 

 
5 Plant out spring cabbages 

6 Harvest apples, pears, grapes and nuts 

7 Prune climbing roses 

8 Finish collecting seeds from the garden to sow 
next year 

 
9 Last chance to mow lawns and trim hedges in 

mild areas 
 
10 Renovate old lawns or create new grass areas 
 by laying turf 
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Trinity 18  Sunday 3rd October 2021 
Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of 
faith that, forsaking what lies behind 

and reaching out to that which is before, 
we may run the way of your commandments 

and win the crown of everlasting joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 
Guestling Lectionary Readings 
Hebrews 1:1-4  2:5-12  Mark 10:2-16 
Westfield Readings for !8th Sunday after Trinity 
Romans 1:8-17   Mark 10:13-16 
BCP Readings: for Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity  
1 Corinthians 1:4-8     Matthew 22:34-end 

God, our judge and saviour, 
teach us to be open to your truth and to trust in your love,  

that we may live each day 
with confidence in the salvation which is given  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Current COVID  Guidelines in Church  
We keep our masks on until we sit down when we can  
remove them for the service and singing. Please replace 
them when Communion is distributed.  If you would prefer 
to keep your mask on all the time please sit behind the font 
at the back of the church.   Please continue to be mindful of  
other people who may be more  nervous or vulnerable than 
you are.  The church is now open every day. Thank you to 
everyone who is making this possible. 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=544
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=544
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=362
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=363
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=597
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=597
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/grow-your-own/vegetables/cabbages
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=595
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=189
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=675
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=675
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=425
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=425
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=410
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=410
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 Compassion as Steadfast Love 
 Quaker author Richard Foster has long written on themes of prayer 

and spiritual practice. Focusing on the Hebrew word hesed, Foster ex-
plores the many ways that compassion shows up in the Hebrew Bible, 
both in God and in how people relate to one another: 
The Hebrew word hesed holds before us the great theme of 
compassion. It is a word so laden with meaning that transla-
tors struggle to find an English equivalent, often rendering it 
“loving kindness” or “steadfast love.” It is a word most fre-
quently used in reference to God’s unwavering compassion 
for God’s people. God’s wonderful hesed love is “from ever-
lasting to everlasting,” declared the Psalmist (Psalm 
103:17). It is a “steadfast love” that “endures forev-
er” (Psalm 106:1). 
But the great challenge for 
us is that this covenant 
love, this durable mercy 
that is so central to the 
character of God, is to be 
reflected in us as well. 
Through Hosea the proph-
et, God declares, “I desire 
steadfast love [hesed] and 
not sacrifice, the 
knowledge of God rather 
than burnt offeings”  
(Hosea 6:6). Sprinkled 
throughout the Hebrew 
Scriptures are grace-filled 
laws of compassion, 
of hesed.  
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The law of gleaning  is a prime example. Farmers were to 
leave some of the crop along the borders and the grain that 
fell on the ground during harvest so that the poor could 
gather it (Leviticus 19:9–10).  Likewise the vineyards and the 
olive groves were not to be stripped bare, in order to make 
provision for the needy. .The simple fact of need was suffi-
cient reason to provide for them.  
Think of the tender compassion in the old Hebrew laws of 
giving and taking a pledge. If someone borrowed your oxcart 
and left his coat in pledge, you had to be sure to give the 
coat back before sunset even if he hadn’t finished with the 
oxcart. Why? Because the night air was cold, and he would 
need his coat for warmth. The rule was doubly binding if the 
person who made the pledge was poor, for in all likelihood 
he had no other coat with which to keep warm 
(Deuteronomy 24:12) Graciousness, courtesy, compassion—
this is hesed. [1] 
 

[1] Richard J. Foster, Streams of Living Water: Celebrating the Great 
Traditions of Christian Faith (HarperSanFrancisco: 1998), 169–170.  
 

Wild Service Tree against autumn sky 

With summer now officially at an end,  
October is the month of misty mornings 
and colder nights when plant growth slows 
down. Many of our native species enter a 
period of dormancy by shedding their  
foliage and survive the winter by holding 
their resting buds under the soil in prepa-
ration for the following spring. The num-
bers of Wildflowers still in bloom in Octo-
ber are few and far between with Autumn 
Crocus, Common Toadflax, Herb Robert 

and Autumn Hawkbit being notable exceptions. 


