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                     What’s on at Christ Church        

                     Church Street, Stannington 

                         

                       CHRIST CHURCH IS ACTIVE! 

 

                   SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

All 9am and 10.30am services are back in church. 
 

Every Sunday         9.00       Holy Communion (quiet service). On 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays we  

                                    use the traditional service from the Book of Common Prayer 

Every Sunday         10.30      A service for everyone in modern format 

1st  & 3rd Sunday               Service of the Word        

2nd/4th/5th Sunday              Holy Communion   

2nd/4th/5th Sunday 16.00      Forest Church, in the churchyard 

 

It is hoped to live stream some of these services: please check the website for more details. 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/17506 

 

Seating offering social distancing for services and other regular events in church will be 

available 

We will, of course, follow any new government guidance on Covid 19 as and when it is issued. 

        

 

Other Regular Events 

       Monday 12.00-13.00           Food Bank, at Stanwood Methodist Church 

       Tuesday 9.30—11.00am      Baby Time, in church 

       1st Wednesday 19.30-20.30  Prayer Meeting, in church 

       1st Saturday 09.00-10.00     Breakfast in church hall 

       House Groups                 Please contact us for details 

  

        For more information:            www.facebook.com/ChristChurchStannington                           

                                          Website:   www.achurchnearyou.com/church/17506                         

                                           E-mail:   info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 

        

       Parish Priest:                     Vacant    

    

       Curate:                          Revd. Alison Cook                         Tel: 234 3463 

                                         E-mail: alison42cook@hotmail.co.uk 
        
       Parish Office :                     info@christchurchstannington.co.uk                                     

Christ Church mission statement:  

To know and share God’s love for all, growing in Christian community 



3 

Jon Foster writes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every so often, change happens, often whether we like it or not. Some change we have some control 
over, and some we don’t. Old churches like Christ Church might seem like they never change, or only 
ever change very slowly, but to think that would be a mistake. Change happens none the less,            
regardless of who we are. At the end of August we said farewell to Tim Fletcher, our Priest in charge at 
Christ Church for the last seven years, who was a regular contributor to this piece. He will be missed, 
and will be remembered by many for the support and encouragement that he generously offered people 
in the church and community. Tim’s leaving places Christ Church into a period of change and growth, as 
the normal practice is to give the Church some space and time before appointing a replacement, some-
thing that in church language is called an interregnum. The church does not stop  during this period, it 
draws on the efforts and capabilities of its existing members to keep running, and on visiting priests to 
ensure that the needs of the church and community continue to be covered. Having a variety of visiting 
priests helps the church get an idea of how things might be done differently, and everyone grows a little 
as the extra work gets absorbed by the extraordinary efforts of the ordinary people of the church. For 
every more visible person you see helping with services, groups or in the community, there will be five or 
six people supporting them in ways that that are by and large unseen in what they do. 

As much as this is an opportunity for growth, it is also a challenging time for the church and community, 
and the saying many hands make light work is very appropriate. Even if you are not a regular at our   
services we would appreciate your help. ‘But how?’ I can imagine many of you thinking. Well it is easier 
than you might think. Something everyone can do, regardless of how strong their faith is, is to quickly 
offer up a prayer for Christ Church at this time. It can be as short and simple as saying ‘Please help the 
church’, or as long as you feel appropriate. It is an often neglected practice, but seeking help from      
outside ourselves through prayer is something that is more beneficial, both for those we pray for and 
ourselves, than we realise and give credit for. Opening ourselves and our needs up to God is one of the 
most important things we can do, and I know full well that the Church will highly appreciate your prayers 
at this time. If you feel up to a higher level of involvement, pop in and encourage us by saying hello. You 
will be very welcome and appreciated, and if you have need of any special services then be encouraged 
that these will also continue, so get in touch. 

So, don’t be a stranger, please feel free to pray for us and to benefit from the presence of the church in 
the community, and if you find the idea of change intriguing then feel free to pop in and find out what our 
visitors have to say. 

Jonathan Foster - Reader and Church Warden 
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                                  Baby Time 
Is like Toddler group but is for babies from birth to 24 months. Mums-to-be are also              

welcome.  

Come to meet with other mums, dads & grandmas. Toys, play-mats, good coffee and toast supplied. We 

are open from 9.30 on Tuesdays; drop in any time up to 11.00am.  

Find us: 

Inside Christ Church, Church St, Stannington  

Every Tuesday in term time 09.30 -11.00m 

No charge – donations for tea & coffee welcome 

Need to book? No. Just drop in anytime. 

Special Services at Christ Church this autumn 

 

Sunday 7th November: Memorial Service 16.00. A service in which we have a chance to celebrate 

and remember the lives of those dear to us who have died in the last two years. 

Sunday 14th November: Remembrance Day Service, 10.45. Starting at the War Memorial and     

processing to church for a service. 

 

Harvest Festival 

Harvest Festival was celebrated on Sunday 26th September. Special collections were taken 

for Water Aid and the Archer Project. We remember that so many people in the world do not 

have access to clean water, have unreliable supplies or have insufficient water most of the 

time. Water Aid aims to combat these problems. The Archer Project, based at our cathedral, 

had a fire in its premises last year. This caused extensive damage which is still awaiting   

repair. Outreach work has continued through the pandemic, but under very difficult          

circumstances. 

To contribute to either of these charities please use the link on our website : 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/17506/page/73846/view/  
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Where did you grow up? And were you brought 
up within a Church family? 
I grew up in Manchester and my parents brought 
me up in the Christian faith, both were very involved 
in the local Methodist Church. My Grandad used to 
play the organ and I loved to sit with him as he 
played for services. My Mum was church warden 
and Dad was church treasurer whom I enjoyed join-
ing for the counting of the collection! 
  
My first job was washing up at a local restaurant, it 
certainly was an eye opener in what goes on behind 
the scenes! I then progressed to pushing trollies at 
Asda and on leaving school I worked for Barclays 
Bank which enabled me to get my first car, my pride 
and joy, an MG Midget. 
 
I met Caroline while at University in Sheffield and 
we married a couple of weeks after graduation. We 
then moved back to Manchester where I started as 
trainee manager for Abbey National Building       
Society. We have three children; photographer   
Helena who is married to Stuart, a wine buyer;    
musician Stefan, and Joseph, who is just about to 
start a degree course in set design in Cardiff. 
 
How and when did you become a Christian? 
I always had faith in God but it became personal 
when I was part of a youth group in my teens. At 
that time I was facing a number of challenging  
questions such as job choices and relationships. I 
could see how much faith made a difference in our 
youth group leaders and indeed the church family 
we were part of. I thanked Jesus for the love and 
forgiveness he offered and asked him to be Lord in 
my life and guide me always. That was a key     
turning point and I’ve not looked back! 
 
What prompted you to seek ordination? 
Fairly soon after becoming a Christian, I applied for 
training for the priesthood, as I sensed a call from 
God in that direction. However it was recommended 
that I was not ready and needed more life            
experience and maturity, and although I didn’t think 
so at the time, it was a wise decision. In my late  
thirties I applied again and this time was accepted 
and as a family we moved up to Durham from  
Chester to train. 
 
I subsequently became a curate in Hampshire and 
then vicar in the seaside town of Walton-on-the-
Naze in Essex.  I thoroughly enjoyed training a    
curate at that place and so when this role at      
Sheffield came up I jumped at it. Fortunately I was 
offered the post!  

We moved to Stannington in 2014 so that I could 
take up the role of parish priest and director of    
curate training for the diocese of Sheffield. This has 
been a beautiful part of the world to live in and a 
privilege to serve among such gracious people. 
 
What does the Curate training involve? 
The curate training takes about half my time and 
involves arranging training for between 30 & 40   
curates across the diocese and conducting their  
annual assessments. Having started with 18 curates 
seven years ago, this part of the role has expanded 
significantly and the form of training has also 
changed. This has led to the decision to move full 
time into this part of my role. It will be good to spend 
more time with the curates and their training        
incumbents but also sad to leave Stannington. We 
trust it will be for the best for all concerned. 
 
What are your plans for the future? 
That’s where faith comes in. At this moment it is still 
unclear where we will be living – it is a very       
competitive housing market out there and we need 
to find accommodation for September as a home for 
the family and to work from. This is proving difficult 
but we have faith that God will guide and provide. 
And in the same way we trust in God’s guidance 
and provision for the church in this time of transition. 
While things may seem unclear at present we know 
that God has been faithful in the past and that he 
wants the best for us all for the future, and so we 
have hope. Faith is described in the Bible as ‘being 
sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 
not see’.   
 
Thank you Tim for the interview and I wish you 
and your family all the best in the next stage of 
your lives.  

The Reverend Tim Fletcher  was interviewed by Carol Ritson about his life, 

his faith and leaving the role of parish priest at Christ Church at the end of 

August to work full time as director of curate training. 
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Do you need help? 

Local lady available for general domestic  

Housework. 

Honest and reliable. Can provide references. 

 

Please ring Karen on 07730 787 179 

M. T. Newsam 

Plumbing & Heating 

Gas Safe Registered  

andrew.newsam@yahoo.co.uk 

0114 284 5115        

07711 659 522 

BARDEN & HALL LTD. 

Building Contractors 

———————————— 

147 Howard Road, Sheffield, S6 3RU 

e-mail: bardenandhall@outlook.com 

Tel:  0114 234 1607 

Fax: 0114 285 3294 

All types of building, joinery repair and 

refurbishment works undertaken. 

Marriage 

We congratulate: 

21st Aug    Mark Waistridge and                                         

              Rebecca Pickering 

 

Funerals 

We offer sympathy to the family and friends of: 

28th Sept   Lilian Cousins 

 

Burial of Ashes 

We offer sympathy to the family and friends of: 

17th July   Bryan Answer 

10th Sept   Diane Bullass 

1st Oct      Bob Wragg 

 

Parish Registers 

To arrange Baptisms, Banns and Weddings  please 

contact the clergy or email the parish office. 

https://www.fmb.org.uk/
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As life returns to the ‘new-normal’ with children 
back off to school and lots of people returning to 
the office, it’s a perfect time to sign up to SYP 
alerts, our community messaging system. 

Over the last year, all of us have spent more time 
in our communities, getting to know where we live 
again and forming new relationships with places 
and people closer to home. 

Part of that is people being more interested in    
policing and crime in their area, and SYP alerts is 
one of the ways you can find out more and share 
information with your family, friends and         
neighbours. 

SYP alerts is completely free and once you’ve 
signed up, you’ll get email updates from your local 
neighbourhood policing team straight to your inbox. 
You can choose what kind of updates you get, 
from information about rural crime, burglary, crime 
prevention and warnings about incidents where 
you live. 

 

As your local team, we’re often found ourselves 
correcting rumours or information that has been 
shared on social media, but with SYP alerts you 
know it’s come straight from local officers who 
know exactly what has happened. 

For my team, the Sheffield North West           
Neighbourhood Team, it is a way of us sharing the 
proactive policing work we’re doing to tackle issues 
that the public raise with us. For example, results 
from drugs warrants, speeding operations and   
arrests that we’ve made which will have a positive 
impact on the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know it’s important to have a two-way             
conversation, so you can respond directly to alerts 
that we send and of course, we’re always              
monitoring our social media channels for any     
issues that might be on your mind. 

As your local sergeant, I’m happy to hear from you, 
you can contact me using the below email address 
or find our details on the South Yorkshire Police 
website. 

And as always, if you see us out and about in the 
community, come and say hello. 

Sergeant Kieran Frain 

SheffieldNorthWestNPT@southyorks.pnn.police.uk 

Sign up to SYP Alerts here: www.sypalerts.co.uk 

An Update from Our             

Neighbourhood Police Team 

(Sheffield North West Neighbourhood ) 

mailto:SheffieldNorthWestNPT@southyorks.pnn.police.uk
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sypalerts.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C557ff8a989d349d8049d08d971dbb384%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637666010793679197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2l
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Stannington Library is Emerging Successfully 
from Lockdown 

Stannington Library, for so long closed because of 
the pandemic, has been admitting limited numbers 
of people inside the building since May. Whilst   
people were naturally cautious about returning,   
visitor numbers are now growing steadily. Children, 
or people borrowing books on behalf of their       
children, were especially slow to take off again. The 
Reading Challenge, organised specifically to bring 
young readers into libraries, seems to have had  
exactly the desired effect. 

Neither visitor numbers nor loan figures are yet back 
to pre-pandemic levels: no-one seriously expected 
that they would be so soon. But they are moving in 
the right direction. 

Meanwhile, volunteers have also been working hard 
to keep the library’s collection of books available for 

loan up to date. Using money raised by volunteers, 
and money donated by the people of Stannington 
and its surrounding area, new titles are constantly 
being added to the adult and children’s catalogues 
in both fiction and non-fiction. 

If you are still not sure about spending time inside 
the library building browsing the shelves, you can 
visit the website – stanningtonlibrary.com – and click 
the ‘User Guides & Info’ tab to browse books there. 

 

 

 

 

 

             Volunteers are adding new books to the      

                  library’s  shelves all the time. 

Stannington Story Festival 

At about ten minutes past two on Saturday 18th September, Stannington Story Festival began in the 

Rose Garden at Stannington Park. 

It presented stories of Stonehenge told by Phil Warhurst, David Hague, Penny Wragg, Ken Hutton and 

Bob Mynors in the first part, and stories of Storrshenge, a series of sculptures by Stoneface in the     

Woodland Gallery at Storrs Wood, told by Carmel Page in the second. 

In the third and final part, audience members joined in and, using a huge pile of cardboard boxes         

collected in the preceding weeks, built Stannhenge - a far from accurate replica of the famous monument. 

And everyone involved had great fun. 

The event ended at about five o'clock and Stannhenge was demolished. 

Then, by about a quarter to six, thanks to the energy and the diligence of the clean-up team, there was no 

evidence that anything had happened that day in the Rose Garden. 

Later though, the moon that rose over Stannington had a beautiful and warm orange glow, as if to show 

its appreciation for what had happened during the day. 

Stannington Story Festival is an annual event that marks the anniversary of volunteers assuming        

management responsibility for Stannington Library in 2014. It has happened every year since, except in 

2020. 

 

For further information, please  

contact BOB MYNORS   

07455 728772 or  

suouhwqoq@gmail.com 
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                       News from Stanwood 

Well September is here already, the summer has flown by, just like every season in these strange times! 

The nights are drawing in and autumn is almost upon us, time to start thinking about what life is  going 

to look like now the restrictions are lifted, time to start living our lives again. 

We have had a busy summer here at Stanwood, there has certainly been plenty of activity as rooms, 

cupboards and equipment have been examined, sorted and cleaned ready to gradually re-open our reg-

ular activities. Your prayers will be appreciated as we begin to reconnect with our wider church family. 

We have been holding Sunday services at Stanwood for quite a few weeks now. This is largely thanks 

to our own ‘in house’ local preachers who have served us well. They have inspired us to serve our 

neighbours and taught us important truths from God’s word, which have helped  to reunite the congrega-

tion after so long apart.  

We have also welcomed our partner groups back, the Loxley Silver Band, Slimming World and Wiggle 
Tots who are all operating safely and gradually taking small steps towards a new ‘normal’. Please con-
tact these groups separately if you want more information. 

Apart from the Stannington foodbank, which has never closed, the first weekday activity to open up will 
be Small Fry, our stay and play, which will have already re-started by the time this magazine is out, fol-
lowed quickly by the Lego social club. Please email jane_wall@hotmail.co.uk if you would like more in-
formation about either of these activities.   Other groups listed below are making plans to begin during 
the autumn so look out for local publicity with start dates. 

 

Regular activities 

Weekly 

Mondays         12 - 1pm Stannington Foodbank  

Tuesdays         3.30 - 4.30pm Lego social club (term time only) reception + (under 8’s        

                                    must be  accompanied  by an adult) 

Wednesdays      10.30 - 11.30am Coffee morning  

                        1.15 – 2.45pm Small Fry stay and play (term time only) 

Sundays          10.30am Sunday worship  

                       4.00 – 5pm at Hall Park Head Centre, informal café church for all ages                        

Monthly 

1st Tuesday     12.00 -1.30pm Snack ‘n’ chat  - a light lunch in good company 

2nd Thursday    11.30 – 1.30pm Informal service followed by bring and share lunch 

3
rd

 Saturday      10.00 – 12pm Charity coffee morning with speaker or entertainment and bring             

                                   and buy stall with homemade cake 

Stanwood Methodist Church   

Jane Wall 

To arrange Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals and for other information please contact jane_wall@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:jane_wall@hotmail.co.uk
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Stannington Local History Group 

We restarted our Group’s meetings on Thursday 23rd September and hope that our  previous loyal members 

will come along to support us, along with any newcomers. We need to keep Covid safe for all concerned and 

will welcome the wearing of face masks at the meetings. The following programme has been arranged for the 

next three months: 

28th October      Angela Darlington: Twelve Years of Searching for Castleton’s Medieval Hospital 

25th November   Pat McLaughlin: Cathedrals and How They Were Built (includes Sheffield, York and Lincoln) 

16th December   Malcolm Nunn: A Talk on More of Henry Burley’s Slides 

                                 Refreshments will be served at the December meeting 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of the month (Christmas is the third), at 7.30pm in the Knowle Room of the 

Lomas Hall. 

Annual Membership: £3.50. Monthly Meetings: Members £2.50, Non-members £3.00 

Contacts:     Joy Allen-Sissons  234 2072;   Paul Bellamy  233 8059;   Norma Reaney  234 1096 

LOCAL EVENTS 

Natter 

Natter is a chance to chat on Tuesdays at 10.30 for an hour. Everyone welcome especially those age 60 or 

better. We currently meet outside Hall Park Community Centre (82 bus terminus, S6 5QU), but expect to re-

gain use of the Centre with refreshments and toilets very soon. Please text 07768 293 406 for more details. 

 

Stannington TARA 

www.facebook.com/stampartnership       

SCOFF 

After two summers without a carnival, SCOFF, the organisers of Stannington’s 
normally annual event, were very keen to come up with something that would 
serve to keep the idea in the minds of local people. Their solution is a book 
called ‘Celebrating Stannington: the Spirit of Carnival’. 

Though slim, the book is packed with detail that will be of interest to anyone 
who lives in Stannington or simply knows the place. 

Memories of carnivals past, including memories of the late Jackie Baines who was the powerhouse behind     
re-establishing a carnival in Stannington in the 1990s, take pride of place. The rest of the book deals with the 
places, the people and the organisations that combine to make Stannington the special places it is. 

Bradfield Parish Council members have underwritten the production costs of the book, so any proceeds from 
sales and from commercial sponsorships will create a fund that will be donated to local good causes,          
especially those helping with pandemic recovery. 

Copies, priced £2, will be available from all the usual carnival outlets, but anyone experiencing difficulties 

tracking one down can email stanningtoncarnival@gmail.com or ring 07455 728772.  
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Stannington Brass Band 

9th October 19.30:       Lomas Hall Concert 

27th November 19.30: Niagara Conference Centre 

4th December 19.30:   Christmas Concert, Lomas Hall 

10th December 20.00: Christmas Festival of  Music, Victoria Hall 

www.stanningtonbrassband.org.uk 

www.facebook.co/StanniongtonBrassBand 

Stannington Weekend Ramblers 

Walks are on the second and fourth Sundays of each month. Anyone who 

would be interested in further information, or would like to join the group, 

please contact Leslie on lesliearber@btinternet.com  

Stannington Mixed Choir 

The choir now meets to rehearse at Underbank Chapel Schoolroom on Thursdays, 19.15 -21.30. 

www.stanningtonchoir.com 

Stannington Ladies  Fellowship 

In view of the uncertainty of the future restrictions and mixing at open meetings indoors, and after 
lengthy discussions, it has been decided to delay starting our monthly meetings until  February 2022. 

We realise that perhaps we are being over cautious but hope that all our members will understand our 
reasons. We will return on 3rd February 2022 at 2pm. 

We look forward to seeing you all. Any new members who join our very friendly and enjoyable       
meetings will be made very welcome. 

Stannington Players 

The next performance from Stannington Players will be ’Allo, ‘Allo, from 8th to 10th April 2022.  

More details in  a future issue 
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Is the ideal venue for your event 

With useful off-road parking 

and comfortable rooms 

 

A range of rooms are available 

suitable for events ranging from 

intimate gatherings to 

large meetings. 

Access provided to the ground floor 
for the disabled. 

Kitchens on both floors 

CHRIST CHURCH HALL 
School Lane, Stannington 

FOR DETAILS CONTACT 

margaret476cook@gmail.com 

07463 804 698 

 

Magazine Title  -  STANNINGTON 

Magazine Editors:          The Communications Group of Christ Church Stannington     

Magazine Advertising:   margaret476cook@gmail.com         or                                                     
                            info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 

Please mention “Stannington” magazine when contacting advertisers 

December 2021 Magazine 

Items for inclusion in the December 2021 issue                   
should reach the Editors  -  via Church Office  -  before the 1st November please. 

Email: info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of  

the Editorial committee, the officers or the Clergy of Christ Church Stannington 

Produced and Published by the Parochial Church Council, Christ Church, Stannington 

Registered Charity Number 1138856 

COPYRIGHT of each contribution to this Magazine remains with the acknowledged owner. 
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Contact the church office in the first instance: info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 


