
Welcome to a time of prayer and reflection. Let’s be still and recognise that we
are in the presence of God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

In the midst of a month in which many of the churches in our Mission 
Community are celebrating Harvest Festival, today I am using prayers that are 
set for that celebration that help us to appreciate God’s creation and re-
commit ourselves to its care and flourishing, first seeking forgiveness for all the
times when we fail in our love for creation and for God.

Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor,

and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of

the world.

Lord, you give justice to those who are suffering

and bread to those who hunger.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, you loose those who are bound

and open the eyes of the blind.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, you watch over the stranger in the land

and uphold the orphan and the widow.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal 
and strengthen you by his Spirit and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.  
Amen

Let us pray:

Eternal God,

you crown the year with your goodness

and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:



grant that we may use them to your glory,

for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

From the Gospel according to Matthew 6:25-33

Sermon (separate text)

Thanksgiving
Let us give thanks to God,

the God of all peoples of the earth.

For the colour and forms of your creation

and our place within it,

we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

For our daily food,

and for those whose work and skill

bring your good gifts to us,

we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

For the gifts and graces inspired in human minds and hearts;

for insight and imagination,

for the skills of research

which bring healing and fulfilment to the lives of many;

we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.



For the light and shades of the changing seasons,

and their variety and dependability;

for new life and growth out of barrenness and decay;

we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

For new hope and strength in our communities,

especially in your Church and among all you call to serve you,

we bring our thanks, good Lord;

your mercy endures for ever.

For all in whose lives we see

goodness, kindness, gentleness, patience and humility,

and all the fruit of the Spirit,

we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

For the life we have been given,

and for all those whom you have given us to share it,

we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

Intercessions
Let us offer our prayers to God for the life of the world

and for all God’s people in their daily life and work.

God, the beginning and end of all things,

in your providence and care

you watch unceasingly over all creation;

we offer our prayers

that in us and in all your people your will may be done,

according to your wise and loving purpose in Christ our Lord.

Lord of all life:

hear our prayer.



We pray for all through whom we receive sustenance and life;

for farmers and agricultural workers,

for packers, distributors and company boards;

as you have so ordered our life that we depend upon each other,

enable us by your grace to seek the well-being of others before

our own.

Lord of all creation:

hear our prayer

We pray for all engaged in research to safeguard crops against disease,

and to produce abundant life among those who hunger

and whose lives are at risk.

Prosper the work of their hands

and the searching of their minds,

that their labour may be for the welfare of all.

Lord of all wisdom:

hear our prayer.

We pray for governments and aid agencies,

and those areas of the world where there is disaster, drought

and starvation.

By the grace of your Spirit,

touch our hearts

and the hearts of all who live in comfortable plenty,

and make us wise stewards of your gifts.

Lord of all justice:

hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are ill,

remembering those in hospital and nursing homes

and all who are known to us.

We pray for all who care for them.

Give skill and understanding

to all who work for their well-being.



Lord of all compassion:

hear our prayer.

We remember those who have died,

whom we entrust to your eternal love

in the hope of resurrection to new life.

Lord of all peace:

hear our prayer.

We offer ourselves to your service,

asking that by the Spirit at work in us

others may receive a rich harvest of love and joy and peace.

Lord of all faithfulness:

hear our prayer.

God of grace,

as you are ever at work in your creation,

so fulfil your wise and loving purpose in us

and in all for whom we pray,

that with them and in all that you have made,

your glory may be revealed

and the whole earth give praise to you,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

We gather all these prayers as we pray in the words Jesus gave us:
Our Father who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy
will  be done,  on earth as  it  is  in  heaven. Give us this  day our daily  bread.
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is  the kingdom, the
power and the glory. Forever and ever, Amen.

Giving thanks for the communion we share through baptism with one another
and with God in Christ Jesus our Lord we make an act of spiritual communion
in the words of this prayer:



Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for
all  the  pains  and  insults  you  have  borne  for  me.  As  I  cannot  receive  you
sacramentally  today,  I  ask  you  to  come  spiritually  into  my  heart.  O  most
merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you
more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who is the source of all goodness and growth,

pour his blessing upon all things created,

and upon you his children,

that you may use his gifts to his glory and the welfare of all peoples.

And the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

All   Amen.
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