
Sunday Morning Worship is ‘in person’ in 
the Church building and also available over 
Zoom during August. We will aim to worship 
outside in the garden on one Sunday in each 
of August and September. 
TUESDAY 
9.15am  Morning Prayer 
THURSDAY 
9.15am Morning Prayer 
11am - 12noon  Church 
open for private prayer; 
t i m e o u t s i d e f o r 
gardening & ‘drop-in 
12noon Midday Prayer 

HERITAGE WEEKEND Sunday 19th Sept 
Church Open and Teas on the Green 2.30pm 
- 4.30pm Please keep this date free and offer 
to take one of the hospitality roles if you can. 

Prayer: https://pray-as-you-go.org 

God of Mission
who alone brings growth to your Church
Send your Holy Spirit to give

vision to our planning 
wisdom to our actions
and power to our witness.

Help our church to grow
in numbers
in spiritual commitment to you
and in service to our local community

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord of life and giver of hope, 
we pledge ourselves to care for creation, 
to reduce our waste, 
to live sustainably, 
and to value the rich diversity of life. 
May your wisdom guide us, 
that life in all its forms may flourish, 
and may be faithful in voicing creation’s 

praise. 
May the commitment we make this day be 

matched by our faithful living. 

Ascension Stirchley is committed to the 
safeguarding of children, young people and 
adults. Our Safeguarding Co-ordinator is 
Maureen Collins. 

Ministry Team 
Vicar Rev Canon Catherine Grylls     

    Tel.: 0121 443 1371  
     e-mail: gryllsc@btinternet.com 

Readers: Mrs Anne Waugh   Dr David Veale   
Churchwardens

    Mr Bob Ball        Miss Maureen Collins
    Youth and Families’ Worker   Ellie Dattani

Material is copyright © The Archbishops Council or NRSV published by 
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Sunday  
5th September 
Trinity 14 
Creationtide 

Open - Generous - Faithful 

Welcome! 
10.15am  Morning Worship

inside at the Church of the Ascension  
and at https://youtu.be/xUlW8mzw3fE 

  

Please pray for: 
Eric, Pauline, Mandi-Rose, John, Tina, 
Jacquie, Julie, Dave 
For wisdom as a church as we seek to 
discover how God is calling us in his continuing 
time of change and upheaval 
For patience and resilience throughout society 
as Covid-fatigue sets in and for ‘good 
neighbourliness’. 
For all returning to school, especially for staff 
and pupils starting in new schools 
For all those affected by severe weather 
events, and particularly those with least 
resources to support them going forward 
For the people of Afghanistan, their leaders 
and all who hold influence 
For Ellie and her family as she begins her role 
as Youth and Families Worker 
For all who gather in the Hall or garden, 
amongst them the young people of YouthZone 
and the families of Little Pineapples.  
Give thanks for all who hold us in prayer. 

Let us be united in prayer and worship, held 
close in prayer and in God’s loving hands 

MORNING PRAYER
We pray Morning Prayer together on 
Tuesday at 9.15am and Thursday at 
10.15am over Zoom. Catherine will continue 
to pray Morning Prayer in the Church 
building on Wed and Fri at 9.15am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation Sunday 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to St.Michael’s Church.  

 
Today we give thanks  

for the wonders of God’s creation. The Church has 
been transformed to reflect our creative God. 

 
We share bread and wine together  

in Holy Communion or the ‘eucharist’ which means,  
‘to give thanks to God’.  

 
After the service please join us for refreshments.  

All are welcome! 
 

 
 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Creator God, you give seed for us to sow, 
And bread for us to eat; make us thankful for what we 
have received and generous in supplying the needs of 
others so all the world may give you thanks and glory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 

THE BLESSING 
 
Minister May God the Father who clothes the lilies 

of the field and feeds the birds of the air, 
provide us with all we need for life in it’s 
fullness, Amen 

 
May God the Son, who fed the five 
thousand and turned water into wine, 
feed us with his life and transform us in 
his love. Amen. 

 
May God the Holy Spirit, who hovered 
over the waters of creation and formed 
the world from chaos, form us in the 
likeness of Christ and renew the face of 
the earth. Amen. 

  And the blessing…. 
 

The NOTICES are given. 
 
FINAL HYMN  
  
1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been thou forever will be. 
 
Refrain:  
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Refrain 
 
3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 
thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
 
Minister   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All    In the name of Christ, Amen 
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Hymn as we enter into worship
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07jj9mr

All things bright and beautiful

Collect
Almighty God,
whose only Son has opened for us
a new and living way into your presence:
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills
to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

James 2. 1-17
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of 
favouritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in 
fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a 
poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if 
you take notice of the one wearing the fine 
clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to 
the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit 
at my feet’, have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 
Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not 
God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has 
promised to those who love him? But you have 
dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who 
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into 
court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent 
name that was invoked over you?

You do well if you really fulfil the royal law 
according to the scripture, ‘You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ But if you show partiality, 
you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law 
but fails in one point has become accountable for 
all of it. For the one who said, ‘You shall not 
commit adultery’, also said, ‘You shall not murder.’ 
Now if you do not commit adultery but if you 
murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. So speak and so act as those who are to be 
judged by the law of liberty. For judgement will be 
without mercy to anyone who has shown no 
mercy; mercy triumphs over judgement.

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say 
you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks 
daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do 
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of 
that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

Mark 7.24–end
From there he set out and went away to the 
region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could 

not escape notice, but a woman whose little 
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard 
about him, and she came and bowed down at his 
feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of 
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the 
demon out of her daughter. He said to her, ‘Let 
the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ But 
she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.’ Then he said to 
her, ‘For saying that, you may go—the demon has 
left your daughter.’ So she went home, found the 
child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and 
went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, 
in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to 
him a deaf man who had an impediment in his 
speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on 
him. He took him aside in private, away from the 
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he 
spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to 
heaven, he sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that 
is, ‘Be opened.’ And immediately his ears were 
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; 
but the more he ordered them, the more 
zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded 
beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done everything 
well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute 
to speak.’

Post-communion prayer
Lord God, the source of truth and love,
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
united in prayer and the breaking of bread,
and one in joy and simplicity of heart,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hymn as we rise from worship
https://youtu.be/NzxHog711D4

God of freedom God of justice
You whose love is strong as death
You who saw the dark of prison
You who knew the price of faith
Touch our world of sad oppression
With Your Spirit's healing breath

Rid the earth of torture's terror
You whose hands were nailed to wood
Hear the cries of pain and protest
You who shed the tears and blood
Move in us the power of pity
Restless for the common good

Make in us a captive conscience
Quick to hear to act to plead
Make us truly sisters brothers
Of whatever race or creed
Teach us to be fully human
Open to each other's needs

© Shirley Murray
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