
1 

 

The PARISH of ECCLESTON & PULFORD  
 

E-BULLETIN    
 

SUNDAY 26th SEPTEMBER 2021 
St MATTHEW / TRINITY 17 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to our e-bulletin.  This Sunday we are all together at Pulford at 10.30am for 
our Parish Communion - all together at the Table of the Lord. We hope to see you there ! 
 

This is of course my final Sunday in the Parish (‘though I’m around a few days more – 

see further on)  I come to the end of my six years here, and to the end of 38 years stipen-
diary ministry with all sorts of emotions, but above all thanksgiving – for your fellowship 

and encouragement in so many ways at this stage in my Christian journey, and above all 
for the Lord’s hand upon me and you.   
 

I led an Assembly at the School the other day and focused on a precious verse from Psalm 
31:15: “My times are in your hands”.  I’m very aware of this for myself as I move to a 

new stage in my life and discover how to be a priest in a new way, and for all of you as you 
enter the time of vacancy and then the appointment of a new parish priest. May the Lord 

hold us all in the palm of his hand - his purposes for us are good (Jeremiah 29:11)   
 

With love, and with every blessing – or as they where I am going, “Pob bendith !”  
 

                                                                                                                      Roger   
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP  
 

10.30am  PARISH COMMUNION at Pulford Church  
 

Readings:  2 Corinthians 4:1-7 

   Matthew 9:9-13 
 
          

Reflections on the readings are on page 6 - they may help preparing for worship. We’re 

keeping the Feast of St Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist today. 
Hymns today on Sheet: To God be the glory / O God beyond all praising / Ye that know the 
Lord is gracious / The Lord’s my Shepherd & Like a sea without a shore / Walk in the Light  
 
Refreshments and Reception in Pulford Village Hall follow the Service                         

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEXT SUNDAY is TRINITY 18 
 

This is the day of the Chester Marathon Many of the roads are closed 

in the morning and access is difficult, so this is the pattern of worship: 
 
9.45am Holy Communion by Extension at Pulford 
 

6.30pm Sung Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) at Eccleston  

 
“Let us run with perseverance the race set before us, 
looking to Jesus the author and perfector of our faith” 

(Hebrews 12:1-2) 
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HOME WORSHIP TODAY 
 

If you can’t yet get to Church, do use the form for Home Worship (an at-
tachment with this e-bulletin), which is based on the Service used today. 

Thankyou for your feedback on Home Worship –it will continue in some form 
after the end of September, but it won’t be sent with the e-bulletin but sep-

arately to those who would like a copy.  
 
If you would like to continue to receive Home Worship,  

then please let Rob Hughes know:  

bob.hughes251@mac.com; 0780 904 2079 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP in OCTOBER 
 
 

Sunday 3rd October         9.45am Holy Communion ‘by Extension’ at Pulford 
                                        6.30pm Sung Evensong at Eccleston  

                                        Chester Marathon Sunday – see note on Page 1 
 
Sunday 10th October      10.30am All Age Harvest Communion at Eccleston 

                                        with Eccleston School   

                                        Service led by Rev’d Ric Waite (Handbridge) 
 
Sunday 17th October      10.30am Parish Communion at Pulford  

                                      Rob Hughes’ final Sunday as Reader (see page 7) 

                                        Service led by Canon Ian Davenport (Queen’s Chaplain) 
 
Sunday 24th October       10.30am Parish Communion at Eccleston 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“HANG ON …. HE’S STILL HERE !” 
  
Roger doesn’t actually formally retire until 30th September (at midnight …) so will be in-

volved in Silent Church Tuesday 28th September at Eccleston at 7.45pm - and a Prayer 
Book Service of Holy Communion for Michaelmas Day (St Michael and All Angels) on 

Wednesday 29th at Eccleston at 12 noon.   
 
Roger’s retirement address is: 
 

‘Lyndale’,                                E-mail stays the same:  yficerdy@btopenworld.com 
Ellesmere Lane,                       

Penley 
Wrexham LL13 0LP 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

“Look back,  
remember and have confidence;  
The future, like the past, has God in it;  

His cupped hands  
bear the whole of time, and you;  

The future holds nothing  
that can elude  
his covenanted care and mastery.” 

 

    (Bishop Richard Holloway) 

mailto:bob.hughes251@mac.com
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OPEN DOORS 
 

Eccleston Church and Pulford Church are usually open for personal 
prayer every day (but we reserve the right to close at short notice if nec-

essary)  We encourage people to use the hand sanitiser at the entrance 
on arriving and leaving. Our Churches are fully open again for pilgrims, 

seekers and visitors. Feel free to call in, be still, and pray.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DAILY PRAYER in CHURCH 
 

The ‘Daily Office’ is prayed this week in Eccleston Church at 8.00am on 
Wednesday & Thursday. Scripture, Psalms and Prayer  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SILENT CHURCH 
 

The next ‘Silent Church’ gathering will take place this Tuesday (28th 

September) in Eccleston Church at 7.45pm. What happens ?  We ‘cen-

tre down’, sit silently and attentively for a period of time, and wait on 

God. At the end we say Compline (Night Prayer) quietly together. There 

is music as well. It’s around 40 minutes in all: space and peace to centre 

on God, amidst all our busyness. All welcome.  
 
‘God works in us while we rest in him’ 

(Peter de Celles – 12th Century) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A LICENSING ! 
 
We have so much valued Jeanette’s ministry as a Reader in the last 18 months. She was 
to have been formally licensed to the parish this time last year but this was delayed be-
cause of Covid. Since then she’s been ministering with the Diocese’s temporary permission. 

This now becomes formal and permanent with her Licensing to us at the Cathedral on 
Saturday 9th October at 2.30pm. You are warmly invited to attend and support  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MESSY CHURCH   -   GETTING THERE ! 
 
It looks as if we will be restarting Messy Church: in November. Before 
Covid came along our children’s/families ministry was one of the points 

of growth, drawing people in to the life of the Church. We don’t want to 
lose that and need to start again – but with all the lockdowns and re-

strictions that has proven very hard to do. All Age worship is up and 
running, and we now have a new co-ordinator for Messy Church: 

Katie Prescott from the School. She’s liaising with the Messy team, and we’ll be getting 
in touch with people about the date. Watch this space - and thanks Katie for taking it on. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CONTACT DETAILS FOR PASTORAL SUPPORT 
 

Jeanette, Rob and Roger are our Ministry & Pastoral Team 
 

Jeanette Howe  -   hjeanie888@aol.co.uk; 01244-570597 
Rob Hughes  -  bob.hughes251@mac.com; 0780 904 2079 

Roger Clarke   -   yficerdy@btopenworld.com; 01244 679969 
 

 

mailto:hjeanie888@aol.co
mailto:bob.hughes251@mac.com
mailto:yficerdy@btopenworld.com


4 

 

DAILY READINGS & PRAYER  
Making a space for the Word ….. 
 

These readings are taken from the Church of England system of 
readings, and are good to follow in our daily prayers. We can use 

one or both. Scripture is a living word for us - a point of connec-
tion  -  and the Lord will use it to speak to us if we make space 
and time to stop, slow down and wait on him     
 

Monday 27th         Exodus 19:16-end / Hebrews 12:18-end       

Tuesday 28th          I Chronicles 16:1-13 / Revelation 11:15-end 
Wednesday 29th     Genesis 28:10-17 / John 1:47-end  (St Michael & All Angels)        
Thursday 30th       Nehemiah 8:1-12 / I Corinthians 14:1-12    
Friday 1st              Isaiah 1:10-17 / Mark 12:28-34  
Saturday 2nd          Daniel 6:6-23 / Revelation 12:7-12  

 
PRAYER for the WEEK  

 

Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, 

and out hearts re restless until they find their rest in you: 
pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, 

and so bring us at the last to that heavenly city 
where we shall see you face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MICHAELMAS DAY 
 
Wednesday this week is the Feast of St Michael and All Angels. In the 
Scriptures the ministry of the Holy Angels is seen as a ministry of commu-

nication (the word means ‘Messenger’ in Greek), of protection, of worship, 
and of Intercession. This feast reminds us that we are not alone in our min-

istry and before the throne of God. 
 
Holy Communion  (Book of Common Prayer) at Eccleston    

This Wednesday at 12 noon  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAYING SAFE 
 
Although many of the Covid restrictions are gone, it’s very clear that we should continue 
to be cautious. The virus is still in circulation, indeed infections continue to rise   
 

* Whilst face-coverings are no longer required by law we are strongly recommending that 
face coverings still be worn by adults in worship.  
 

* Social distancing is no longer required (but we ask people to be careful and mindful of 
others) We set aside the side aisles in Eccleston Church for people who would still want 

to social distance – in Pulford Church, with its different layout, we are usually keeping 
the alternate pews system.  
 

* Congregational singing is permitted – but face-coverings should normally be worn.  
 

* Physical sharing of the Peace won’t yet happen (you’re free to do whatever you agree 

in your family ‘bubble’ of course)  
 

* We’ll still record names for ‘Test & Trace’ and there will still be hand sanitiser available. 
 

*  For the time being Communion will continue to be ‘in one kind’ as we have done 

over the past year.  This is the practice in many places, including our Cathedral, pro tem. 
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WORSHIP PATTERNS  –  GOING FORWARD TOGETHER 
 
When we emerged from the first ‘Lockdown’ it was agreed that we should 

alternate services between our two Churches Sunday by Sunday, and we 
have followed this pattern after the subsequent Lockdowns. Not everyone 

has felt able to come back to Church immediately and this was and 
proved to be the best way forward. One of the results of this was a deeper 
sense of unity between our two Churches. 
 
Now we need to think of what a future pattern of worship would look like in ‘the new 
normal’. After PCC discussion at the last two meetings we will be issuing shortly a briefing 
paper for the congregation via our parish e-mail list. If you need a ‘hard-copy’ please speak 

to Andrew Wilkinson, the PCC Secretary or to a Church Warden. This will set out the 
workable options which the PCC has discerned and the ‘pros and cons’   
 
A Parish Meeting will follow this. This isn’t to make the decision, but to listen to one 

another and discern the concerns and issues.  After the meeting there may be a further 
survey – another ‘snapshot’. 
 
In the light of all this the PCC will meet to make a decision which would be either for the 
length of the vacancy or more permanently – and there will be review points. (The implica-
tions of a vacancy period and the need to find ‘locum’ clergy for cover will of course need to 
be borne in mind) The pattern - whatever it may be – could then be implemented either on 
Remembrance Sunday or Advent Sunday after necessary publicity.   
 
This is a matter for prayer and discernment together, and for considering what is the best 
way forward for the whole parish – one fellowship in Christ with two churches - espe-

cially as we enter a time of vacancy. Whatever the new pattern is, we will need to bear that 
in mind and how to sustain it in the future, as well as the specific needs of each Church 

community.  
 
What matters in the end is that Sunday by Sunday we gather around the Word and the 
Sacrament to worship and to receive grace and blessing, where we do it and the form in 

which we do it, ‘though important, is secondary to that vital meeting with Christ:  
The Lord’s Service in the Lord’s House on the Lord’s Day.                                           
_______________________________________________________________________________________        
 

   “The Bright Field” 
 

   I have seen the sun break through 
   to illuminate a small field 

   for a while, and gone my way 
   and forgotten it. But that was the pearl 
   of great price, the one field that had 

   treasure in it. I realize now 
   that I must give all that I have 

   to possess it. Life is not hurrying   
   on to a receding future, nor hankering after 

   an imagined past. It is the turning 
   aside like Moses to the miracle 

   of the lit bush, to a brightness 
   that seemed as transitory as your youth 

   once, but is the eternity that awaits you. 
 

                                                    R.S.Thomas   -  Priest & Poet 
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REFLECTIONS on the SUNDAY READINGS 

provided this this week by Roger Clarke 

 

1) 2 Corinthians 4:1-7 
  
The Corinthian Church was the object both of Paul’s af-

fection and his exasperation. Like any other human 

community, even a community of faith, they had their 

problems: factions, divisions, and people all too ready to 

judge one another, yet despite that the grace of God 

flowed to them and through them and the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit were evident amongst them.  
 

His second letter to them is more personal and revealing than the first, and Paul speak a 

lot about his vulnerability and struggles as a minister of the Gospel and his discovery that 

it is often in weakness and frailty that God’s power is strongest in our lives. As he says (2 

Cor.12:9) “When I am weak, then I am strong” 
 
This lies behind today’s words about ministry (v1) “We do not lose heart” Though we need 

to seek wholeness and holiness and renounce what is not honouring to God (v2), and 

though some do not and will not listen (v3) yet we have the immense treasure of the Gospel 

and the power there God’s not ours (v7)    
 
Indeed, sometimes our very frailty reveals the glory of God; we feel like clay jars, frail 

earthen vessels, but God’s presence shines through – he is the true minister. Verses 6 & 7 

are precious for anyone who tries to be a minister of Christ, ordained or lay. I have found 

them to be true again and again over the last 38 years.   
 

 
2) Matthew 9:9-13 

 
Who is the Gospel, the good news, for ?   Of course we say it is for all, but the calling of 

Matthew in today’s Gospel reading reminds us just how radical God’s invitation in Jesus 

can be. Matthew the tax-collector was once of a band of people universally despised and 

rejected – as much as the prostitutes with whom in Matthew’s Gospel they are often linked. 

The Judean tax collector was a Quisling, in the employ of the occupying power, collecting 

the Imperial taxes, and (so it was said) creaming off some for themselves as they did so.  
 
And Jesus calls Matthew; he doesn’t wait for him to turn his life around and repent and 

make reparation (that will come later) he just bids him come and join the rag, tag and 

bobtail group who walk with him.  And then that evening, perhaps in Matthew’s house (it’s 

not clear, but Jesus invited himself to the house of another Tax Collector, Zacchaeus – 

Luke 19:1-10), all the rejected and despised and outcast gather round him for dinner. 
 
The pious, the upright, and the uptight are scandalized – how can a holy teacher associate 

with such people, especially at table, which is a sign of the coming Kingdom ?  But Jesus 

rebukes them – he is not here to call the so-called righteous but sinners, the failing and 

faltering to the table of the Lord. The love of God reaches and embraces all. 
 
As someone has said: when you try to draw a line, you’ll find Jesus standing on the other 

side of it. Pray that our ministry as a community and as individuals will reveal more and 

more his amazing love 


