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News from St Mary’s: 26 September to 2 October 2021 

 

Worship on Sunday  

 
 

Sunday Link is available on the website. 

 

 

From the Preacher: James 5.13-20, Mark 9.38-50 

This week’s readings offer an interesting contrast. In James, there is an emphasis on 

how the church, and its members, should respond to health and moral issues within 

the congregation. I wonder when was the last time that a member of St Mary’s – or 

any church you’ve been in – stood up and confessed their sins to the rest of the 

congregation? I’m not suggesting that it’s necessarily a good idea but … BUT… we 

are expected to be sincere when confessing our sins to God at Holy Communion, and 

it’s an important part of our identity as a community that we publicly recognise that all 

of us get things - deliberately and accidentally – wrong, from time to time. 

In private, of course, it’s incredibly important to confess to one another and seek 

forgiveness. It’s hard to ask, and often harder to offer, perhaps occasionally 

impossible, but we should seek it when we know we’ve cause upset or harm and we 

should usually be willing to try to forgive. 

In Mark, we see something else. Both readings are linked by the theme of healing, but 

at the start of our Gospel, we discover Jesus breaking down ‘us’ and ‘them’ barriers. 

Whoever is not against us is for us. Good exists outside the church; other people do 

26 September, 17th after Trinity 

10.30am: Holy Communion led by 

Revd Dave Fox-Branch 

Readings: James 5.13-20, Mark 9.38-

50 

The service will be livestreamed on 

Facebook and available on YouTube. 

3 October, 18th after Trinity 

10.30am: Holy Communion led by  

Revd Dave Fox-Branch 

Readings: Hebrews 1.1-4, 2.5-12,  

Mark 10.2-16 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/news/
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God’s work. It may be that as they do it, they come to realise that but, regardless, it’s 

still His work. Part of our healing mission is to recognise it, and join in with it as much 

as we can. 

St Mary’s has a ‘membership’ in our congregations and electoral roll, but the real 

membership is the whole town and parish. We are here for every single person, 

whatever they believe about God. Our challenge is to live as if we believe that. 

Worship during the Week 

Morning Prayer: Tuesday at 9am – a quiet service of reflection to start the day. 

 

Covid 19: The infection rate is rapidly rising locally and less so nationally. The Church 

of England’s latest guidance, in the light of this situation says.  Vaccination cannot be 

the sole means of containing the spread of the virus: hand and respiratory hygiene, 

social distancing, face-coverings and good ventilation are also important factors in 

lessening the spread of the disease. 

I have updated our guidance below, to reflect this. There are now no restrictions but, 

as Christians and community members, we have a responsibility to act with care for 

each other. Please do what you can to help keep everyone as safe as possible when 

we worship.  

Social distancing – Keep a sensible distance between households when you sit. We 

have reserved one area where we are using alternate rows for seating. Please ask 

one of the sidespeople if you would like a seat there. 

Mask wearing – Face coverings are no longer mandatory but are important for 

reducing the spread of the virus, especially indoors and when singing. If you can, 

please keep your mask on throughout the service, including when singing and when 

coming up for communion. If you are in the choir, or speaking during the service, 

please keep your mask on when not singing or speaking. 

Hand sanitiser - Please remember to use this, as you enter and prior to Communion. 

The choir will now comprise up to ten singers and congregational singing can also take 

place – both when organist and singers are available. 

All of the above will be kept under constant review as conditions change -  

Reverend David Fox-Branch, Priest in Charge 

 

 

Please note that the Choral Evensong planned for 3 October in memory of 

Michael Barlow has been postponed. A new date will be circulated once agreed. 
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Over the last year or so we have had increased demand for cleaning and laundry 
products of all types. On the other hand, we have plentiful stocks of soup, pasta, rice 
and tea! 
 
If you wish to make a financial donation, the Food Bank is happy to accept donations 

to its bank account: NatWest: sort code: 60-19-02, account no: 23239816. Thank you. 

 
The Food Bank will shortly be moving from the church to the Scout Hut and the 

following is taken from a letter recently received from them: A huge thank you for 

providing the Food Bank with a home for the past 12 months. Using the John Fryth 

Room has enabled the Food Bank to support those in need in and around our town 

during what we hope has been the worst of the pandemic. We are conscious that 

difficult times lie ahead and the need for the Food Bank’s support seems unlikely to 

decrease. It is comforting to know that St Mary’s continues to support us by hosting a 

donation basket and its congregation by generous donations both in cash and in kind. 

Thank you. 

 

 
Our photo shows Christina, Sue and Karen 

running the stall. 

 

Harvest Festival: Sunday 10 October  

Please bring donations of non-perishable 

goods for the Westerham Food Bank. At the 

moment, we are in need of the following: 

baked beans, tinned spaghetti, tinned 

vegetables, tinned meat, tomato ketchup, 

tinned fruit, rice pudding, custard, 

jam/marmalade, noodles, coffee (instant), 

long life milk, biscuits (sweet and savoury), 

squash/fruit juice, shampoo, shower gel and 

toilet rolls. 

 

 

Llamas Aplenty! St Mary’s ran a stall 

at the Country Fayre last Saturday in aid 

of raising funds for our mission partner, 

Shalom Church in Lima, Peru. We sold 

all kinds of llama merchandise, some of 

which was made at Shalom, as a link to 

Peru. We also had a competition to 

guess the name of the llama based on 

clues: the boy llama was Diego and the 

girl llama was Maria. The total raised 

was nearly £300. Well done to all 

concerned! 
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Update on Toilet Twinning: Thank you to everyone who donated towards the 

twinning of our church toilets. The total raised was £181.35, which means we were 

able to twin three toilets. The third toilet is the study toilet in the Vicarage. The locations 

of our three twins are: latrines in a rural location in Afghanistan 

Kabale District in Uganda and Tumu in Nigeria. 

Our donation will enable our partners to work with local communities to build life-

changing latrines. The project also has a strong focus on teaching communities about 

good hygiene, including handwashing, to stop the spread of infection. 

A Different Sort of Call 

All Christ's followers are called to some kind of ministry - to (ad)ministering the love of 

God to others. Workplace Chaplaincy is a way of making that love known outside our 

places and times of regular worship; bringing the Gospel into settings where, most of 

the time, it's probably never thought about at all and encouraging us all towards 24/7 

discipleship. It's usually a voluntary role. If you've never thought about it before, or if 

reading this intrigues you even a little, follow the link below to read more - there's a 6-

session introductory course running on Zoom from 12 October: 

https://www.workchaplaincyuk.org.uk/resources/training/an-introduction-to-

workplace-chaplaincy/  

‘All Good Gifts Around Us’: Harvest Flowers and Art Display 

Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 October  

at St Mary’s Church, Church Hill, Tatsfield TN16 2JX 

Church open: 9am – 5pm both days.  Sunday services 9am, 10am and 5pm.  

Refreshments available in Millennium Hall, 3pm - 5pm both days.  

Flowers, produce and art will be on display. Gifts for food banks welcome. 

Latin Meets Swing! Saturday 16 October at 7.30pm: For its first post-lockdown 

event, the Heritage Trust welcomes back Georgia Mancino and the Michael Coates 

Quartet to St Mary’s. This should be a great evening, with fabulous musicians coming 

together to entertain us. Tickets £20 each, available from James Millard Estate Agents, 

The Grange, High Street, Westerham, tel no: 01959 565 756 or via the Trust’s website. 

 

Revd Dave Fox-Branch 

Priest in Charge 

St Mary the Virgin, Westerham 

Tel: 01959 563 127 

Rest day: Monday 

Parish Office 

01959 561 330 

westerhamchurch@gmail.com 

Weekday mornings, 9am – 1pm 

 

https://www.workchaplaincyuk.org.uk/resources/training/an-introduction-to-workplace-chaplaincy/
https://www.workchaplaincyuk.org.uk/resources/training/an-introduction-to-workplace-chaplaincy/
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/stmarysheritagetrust/latin-meets-swing/2021-10-16/19:30/t-vypmml
mailto:westerhamchurch@gmail.com

