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A Message from Our Priest-in-Charge 
Sunday, 5th September is ‘Creation Sunday’, the first Sunday in the Season of 
Creation which runs from 1st September (World Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation) to 4th October (Feast of St Francis of Assisi). On Creation Sunday we 
are encouraged to focus on ‘Oikonome: a just home for all people’. 
 
The Greek word ‘Oikos’ (‘home’ or ‘household’) is the root of the Greek word 
‘Oikonome’ (‘economy’). In our 21st century world we tend to limit our 
understanding of ‘economy’ to a narrow concern for our finances. I wonder how 
we might see things differently if we broadened our understanding of 
‘economy’ to consider the wellbeing of everyone ‘in the household’. And with 
that broader understanding of ‘economy’ I wonder how we might act 
differently, seeking the ‘Common Good’, that ordering of the economy so that 
everyone in the household might flourish. 
 
At Glossop Parish Church of All Saints we are seeking to broaden our 
understanding of ‘economy’ and ‘household’. We are learning that we are 
mutually dependent for our wellbeing on other people and on other living 
things in the natural world – plants, animals, bird, insects, etc. As the 
metaphysical poet John Donne wrote: 

No man (sic) is an island entire of itself, 
Every man is a piece of the continent, 

A part of the main. 
 
Our practice of donating food and non-food items to the Glossopdale Foodbank 
on the first Sunday of each month is a recognition that we have a responsibility 
to contribute to the wellbeing of the wider community. Our support of the 
Fairtrade Foundation through the purchase of fairly-traded products – such as 
coffee, tea, and sugar – is a recognition that we have a responsibility towards 
the wellbeing of those who grow our food. And our management of the church 
building – using environmentally-friendly products – and of the churchyard – 
encouraging biodiversity – is a recognition that we have a responsibility to 
contribute to the wellbeing of ‘our common home’, the earth. 
 

The Revd Dr David Mundy 



Praying for Our Common Home: A Collect for the Earth 
All creation worships you, O God, 
and we your people bless you for the beauty of the earth. 
We thank you for making a good world in the beginning, 
and for making it better by the Word made flesh, 
whose death and resurrection in the body 
reveal the promised re-creation of the universe. 
May your kingdom come on earth as your will is done in heaven 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Diocesan Environment Task Group 
Diocese of Newcastle 

A Heart for Mission: Study Group 
At the first meeting of the study group ‘A Heart for Mission’ on Thursday, 9th 
September at 2.30pm in church we focus on the first Mark of Mission: 

• to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom of God 
 
In some ways the first Mark of Mission is a summary of the five Marks of 
Mission. It encompasses not only evangelism but also service (3rd Mark), 
transformation (2nd and 4th Marks) and renewal (5th Mark). As we reflect on the 
first Mark of Mission, we are encouraged to consider the theologian Emil 
Brunner’s words: ‘the Church exists by mission, just as fire exists by burning’. 
We are invited to deepen our understanding of the Church’s mission to all 
creation and we are challenged to think about our own engagement in 
proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Printed copies of the study guide ‘A Heart for Mission’ will be available at the 
first meeting of the Study Group. The study guide can also be downloaded. 

Caring for Our Common Home: 4th Mark of Mission 
The fourth of the five Marks of Mission of the Anglican Communion focuses on 
‘the environment’: 

• to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every 
kind and pursue peace and reconciliation 

 
John Hughes (Diocesan Environmental Officer, Manchester) and Ruth Newton 
(Area Champion, Ripon South) offer this reflection on the fourth Mark of 
Mission to help us place creation care at the heart of our rhythms of life: 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/uspg/content/pages/documents/a-heart-for-mission-online.pdf
https://www.anglicancommunion.org/mission/marks-of-mission.aspx


 
The ecological issues we face today are justice issues. The global poor 
are disproportionately affected and those countries which have 
benefited least from exploitation of the Earth’s resources bear a 
disproportionate amount of the cost. There is also the question of 
inter-generational justice when we note the extent of the problems 
we are bequeathing to the next generation. We might even consider 
our actions and inactions as theft from later generations. As the crisis 
worsens it is anticipated that competition for increasingly scarce 
resources will make peace even harder to achieve. 

Praying for Ourselves: Our Common Home 
Lord, your works are wonderful, 
 in wisdom you have made them all. 
Forgive us for the madness that abuses the earth 
 for short-term ends, 
and give us the wisdom, 
 to cherish and share 
 with daring and delight 
the abundant gifts of our fragile planet. 
 

Angela Ashwin 

Calendar for September 
Sat., 4th Sep. 2pm to 4pm church open 

Sun., 5th Sep. 10.30am Said Eucharist James 2.1-17 
Creation Sunday      Mark 7.24-end 
 12.30pm Baptism 

Mon., 6th Sep. 9.30am Glossopdale Incumbents meeting 

Tue., 7th Sep. 6.30pm Duke of Norfolk School Governors meeting 

Wed., 8th Sep. 12 noon Said Eucharist 

Thu., 9th Sep. 9.15am Duke of Norfolk School Collective Worship 
 2.30pm Study Group: ‘A Heart for Mission’ 1 

Sat., 11th Sep. 2pm to 4pm church open Heritage Open Day 

Sun., 12th Sep. 10.30am Said Eucharist James 3.1-12 
15th after Trinity      Mark 8.27-end 
 2pm to 4pm church open Heritage Open Day 

 

 



Wed., 15th Sep. 12 noon Said Eucharist 
Holy Cross Day (tr)  
 7.30pm Standing Committee meeting 

Thu., 16th Sep. 9.15am Duke of Norfolk School Collective Worship 
 2.30pm Study Group: ‘A Heart for Mission’ 2 

Sat., 18th Sep.  

Sun., 19th Sep. 10.30am Said Eucharist James 3.13-4.3, 7-8a 
16th after Trinity      Mark 9.30-37 
 12.30pm Baptism 
 2pm to 4pm church open Heritage Open Day 

Wed., 22nd Sep. 12 noon Said Eucharist 
Matthew (tr)  

Thu., 23rd Sep. 9.15am Duke of Norfolk School Collective Worship 
 2.30pm Study Group: ‘A Heart for Mission’ 3 

Sat., 25th Sep. 2pm to 4pm church open 

Sun., 26th Sep. 10.30am Said Eucharist James 5.1-13 
17th after Trinity      Mark 9.38-end 

Tue., 28th to 
 Thu., 30th Sep 

Clergy Conference 

Wed., 29th Sep. 12 noon Said Eucharist 
Michael and All Angels  
 7.30pm PCC meeting 

Thu., 30th Sep. 9.15am Duke of Norfolk School Collective Worship 
 2.30pm Study Group: ‘A Heart for Mission’ 4 

 
Other services are also available on Sundays: 

• A Service of the Word to say at home sent by e-mail and available online. 

• A ‘family friendly’ service to say at home available online. 

• BBC Radio 4 at 8.10am Sunday Worship. 

• Available from 9am an online service from the Church of England. 

• BBC 1 / BBC 2 at 1.15pm Songs of Praise. 
 
Throughout the Week: 

• Morning Prayer, Prayer During the Day, Evening Prayer, and Night Prayer 
are available from the Church of England for use at home online. 

• Or join the Revd Claire Mitchell online on Wednesdays and Sundays at 
8am for Morning Prayer. 

 

Newsletter and Details of Services: Friday, 3rd September 2021 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13286/page/56744/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13286/page/56745/view/
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online/weekly-online-services
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
http://www.facebook.com/claire.mitchell.986/
https://mailchi.mp/fdd10f22c740/newsletter-and-details-of-services-friday-3rd-september-2021

