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********************************************************* 
FOOD COLLECTIONS   Urban Outreach say thank you for your support.   
You can bring your donations with you when you come to a Sunday Service in any of our 
churches. Just place your donations in the Grub Tubs provided.  You can also bring donations 
to St John’s, Wingates between 10 – 11 am on the first and third Saturdays of every month. 
(Next collection day Saturday 17 July 2021) 
You might find it easier to make a financial donation to Urban Outreach.   
You can do this via their website  https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 
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                                  The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
                                      St. Thomas’ Day 
                                        
                                    Service of the Word 

 

 Ephesians 2:19-22 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens 
with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In 
him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which 
God lives by his Spirit. 

 
John 20:24-29 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the 
Lord!’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.’ 26 A 
week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ 
28 Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you 
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.’ 

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/


 
Collect for St. Thomas’ Day 
Almighty and eternal God, who, for the firmer foundation of our faith, allowed your 
holy apostle Thomas to doubt the resurrection of your Son till word and sight 
convinced him: grant to us, who have not seen, that we also may believe and so 
confess Christ as our Lord and our God; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

**************************************************** 

Homily for St. Thomas’ Day by Rev’d Angela Wynne 
 

May I speak in the name of the living God. Father Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The 3rd July is the day dedicated to St Thomas. Did you know that the day on which we 
celebrate a particular saint is not their birthday but the day they died. That sounds a 
bit morbid but what we celebrate is their life’s work for Christ and we look back with 
thankfulness because it’s through them that we know about Jesus ourselves.  
Fortunately, we can glean quite a bit about Thomas from the gospels because some of 
his words have been recorded. In John’s gospel when Jesus decided to go back to 
Bethany to raise Lazarus from the dead the disciples advised him not to, because his 
life was in danger. But when he was determined to go, it was Thomas who said, “Let’s 
go with him. We might as well die with him!” 
When Jesus was explaining that he was going back to the Father and said “You know 
the way to where I am going”, it was Thomas who spoke up and said “We don’t know 
where you are going how can we know the way?” That prompted Jesus to say those 
faith inspiring words “I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.”  
However perhaps the most famous words are the ones in today’s gospel which earned 
him the title “Doubting Thomas” and although this sounds a rather dubious honour, 
we should be grateful to him.  
Grateful because we too have doubts and we can identify with Thomas. It reassures 
us that we can be Christians and still have doubts. Thomas’ doubt opened the door for 
faith to step in. It enabled Jesus to dispel his doubt by inviting him to put his finger in 
the wounds and see that he was real. “Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas’ response 
was, “My Lord and my God!” It went beyond believing; this wasn’t just the risen Lord 
it was God! It was a true revelation. Reassuring to us future believers that when we 
look at Jesus, we really see God. 
So there’s a huge amount to be grateful to Thomas for.  
What happened to Thomas after Pentecost is not clear but one of the most enduring 
stories is that he took the gospel to India where he taught and preached. There is 
today a Christian Community in South India called the St Thomas Christians so there  

maybe there is some truth in the legends. In the end he was killed by a spear and 
then buried in a tomb near Mylapore, near Madras around 72 AD. In Christian art 
you usually see Thomas depicted holding a spear because that was the weapon 
that killed him. Sometimes he is shown with a builder’s T square because one 
legend claims that he built a palace for an Indian king which led him to become the 
patron saint of architects. 
That neatly leads us into Paul’s letter. 
Paul says that our faith is truly based on a foundation of apostles and prophets 
with Jesus as the cornerstone. The cornerstone of a building is the one on which all 
other stones depend. The cornerstone provides a firm base to build on.  
Paul says that we are built into a holy temple. A temple is a beautiful building often 
decorated with precious stones, the work of the finest craftsmen in the land. The 
image Paul might have had in his mind was the beautiful temple built by Solomon 
using the finest materials and craftsman’s skill but remembering that the 
instructions for the temple were given by God. The dimensions and the materials 
all defined by God, the skills and wealth of the people were all combined to build 
the temple fit to house the ark of the covenant, the special chest that contained 
the stone tablets given to Moses and various other holy items. Solomon’s Temple 
was God’s dwelling place.  
Today we are called to bring all our skills and talents to build up the Church, the 
holy temple of the Lord in our time. We need to be fully committed and God needs 
to be in charge of the building work; everything we do must have a foundation of 
prayer; listening to God for guidance as to what his will for us is and at the same 
time recognising us that together we embody God’s love for the world. Through us 
as the holy temple he sends out new apostles for the current times. We are his 
messengers of salvation, and we are the bringers of his peace to our world. It’s a 
daunting task but together and building on that firm foundation of Christ the 
Apostles and prophets we can do it and God will bless us with what we need. Let 
us thank God for making us part of his plan of salvation and for giving us the 
foundation of Thomas and all the saints to be our inspiration and strength. 
Amen. 
   

Hannah Lane (née Whitfield) who started her faith journey at St. John’s, is 
to be ordained Deacon in the Cathedral today. She will serve in the Turton 

Moorland Team. 
 Our new Team Curate Andy Jones, will also be ordained Deacon today. 
Please remember them and their families in your prayers. 
 Congratulations to them both! 


