
 
 
FOOD COLLECTIONS   Urban Outreach say thank you for your support.   
During August, please bring your donations with you when you come to a Sunday Service 
in any of our churches. Just place your donations in the Grub Tubs provided, as there will 
be no Saturday collections. 
You might find it easier to make a financial donation to Urban Outreach.   
You can do this via their website  https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 
 
*********************************************************** 
 
Dear All, 
Over the Summer, Bolton Unity Alliance are organising a series of ‘Community Walks’ at 
various locations in the Bolton area aimed at bringing together people from different 
backgrounds in the Bolton community. The walks will take place on Thursday afternoons at 
2pm. Each of the walks will be fairly gentle (although some include quite steep inclines and 
slightly rough terrain), on good footpaths, approximately 3 miles in length, and taking about 
1½ hours to complete . 
 If you, or someone in your congregation/group/community would like to participate in these 
walks please email Keith Armstrong at tcc@bolton.gmim.org.uk  and I’ll send you further 
details of the walks including meeting times etc. (Please note numbers are limited and places 
will be given on a first come first served basis). 
 Best regards, 
                         Keith Armstrong 
On behalf of the Bolton Unity Alliance (Bolton Christian Community Cohesion, Bolton Hindu 
Forum, Bolton Wanderers Community Trust, Bolton Solidarity Community Association, 
Bolton Council of Mosques, Bolton Interfaith Council). 
 
********************************************************* 
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                                            St. James the Apostle 
                                
                                        
                                    Holy Communion 

    
Acts 11:27-12:2                                                                                                                                                                
27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, 
named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would 
spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The 
disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living 
in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 
12 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, 
intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 
sword.  
 
Matthew 20:20-28 
20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, 
asked a favour of him.  21 ‘What is it you want?’ he asked. She said, ‘Grant that one of these 
two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.’ 22 ‘You 
don’t know what you are asking,’ Jesus said to them. ‘Can you drink the cup I am going to 
drink?’ ‘We can,’ they answered. 23 Jesus said to them, ‘You will indeed drink from my cup, 
but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom 
they have been prepared by my Father.’ 24 When the ten heard about this, they were 
indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over 
them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be  

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/
mailto:tcc@bolton.gmim.org.uk


your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave – 28 just as the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’ 
 
  
Collect for St. James’ Day 
Merciful God, whose holy apostle Saint James, leaving his father and all that he had, was 
obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ and followed him even to death: help us, 
forsaking the false attractions of the world, to be ready at all times to answer your call without 
delay; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
Post Communion 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, united in prayer and the breaking of bread, and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
************************************************** 

 
Homily: Matthew 20:20-28 St James’ Day – Rev’d Malcolm Wearing 
Sunday marks the Patronal festival of St James the Great, hence we have moved from Mark’s 
Gospel to Matthew’s for one week.  It is a bit of a strange reading, if anything it seems to be 
lining poor James up for the position of Patron Saint of overambitious mothers!  Like some of 
the other disciples, we tend to miss many of the things James did, because they are mostly in 
the background of stories, rather than being the focus.  So on his Saints day, we focus on what 
can’t have been his most happy memory of his time with Jesus. 
 
Why don’t we focus on the courageous act of walking away from a good livelihood to follow an 
unknown preacher, when Jesus called James and John as they were mending the nets?  Why 
don’t we note that James, along with his brother John and Peter were the only humans to ever 
witness the true radiance of Jesus  at the Transfiguration?  Why don’t we see all the times when 
James followed Jesus, as a faithful disciple?  Why do we focus on this one slightly embarrassing 
event in James life? 
 
Maybe the compilers of lectionaries want us to think a bit about what being a disciple should 
really mean, what it should have meant then, and what it means to us now.  We are told that 
the other disciples were angry with James and John, I do wonder whether that anger was not so 
much that they thought that it was wrong to try and get a favoured position with Jesus, rather 
that it was wrong that it wasn’t them.  I think Jesus senses this mood, and has another go at 
trying to explain to them why his kingdom isn’t like the ones they are used to, and how there 
won’t be a hierarchy of people in heaven.   
 
With 2000 years of hindsight surely we can see that message clearly now, we can see that what 
really matters in life is how we love others, how we care for those in need, how we make the 
world a better place?  Well you would like to think that was the case, but I am not sure if it really 
is much of the time.  We live in a society which encourages hierarchies, in working situations, in 
clubs and societies and in the church.  We are subliminally taught through the focus on exam 

 results and performance in schools, through the need to progress through the ranks at our 
work, that the only thing that matters is success, that taking the time to care for others, to 
help the weaker along with you, or to take time to just reflect and find peace, is something 
that will hold you back and should be avoided.  That success is getting further up the 
hierarchy and stepping on people on the way is just life. 
 
But this passage tells us very much that shouldn’t be the case.   That shouldn’t be what life 
is about,  that the things that God values are not those human tokens of success. 

 
Don’t get me wrong, I am not suggesting that we all should give up work and live as hermits, 
and not bother about how we live.  I like material things as much as anyone, and would hate 
to give some of them up.  But I think we are in danger when our happiness becomes 
dependant on the things we have.  When rather than valuing friendships, the beauty of the 
world around us, the pleasure of seeing a smile when we help, laugh or joke with someone, 
all we focus on is what we have, and how to get more of it.  Why is this such an issue? Maybe 
because we won’t be happy, or not for long anyway.  When we love things, we need more 
things to keep us happy, and soon we will find we can never get enough of things, because 
it is a hunger which is infinite. 
 
If our happiness is instead a reflection of the love we show for others, then we will always 
have enough, as there is an infinite well of love, and that love is contagious.  When we show 
it to others they show it to us, and there will always be plenty spare to share with others.  
We have so much love to draw on because it comes from the person who loved us so much 
he walked this earth along with James and John and Peter.  I believe he walked it so that just 
so that we would know that love in our hearts.  AMEN. 
 
 
*************************************************************** 

    
 

                                  
                             Thomas Berry      and 
                             Stanley Palmer 
               are to be confirmed by the 
                 Bishop of Bolton this afternoon.  
                Please remember them and their 
                 families in your prayers. 


