
face up to the pretence and pretentiousness of power.  Amos stands up to Amaziah.  John’s 
words are still having an effect on Herod even after his death as Herod is reduced to panic by 
the merest rumour of John the Baptist. 
God calls us and can enable us with real authority and power to be speakers of the truth and 
empowerers of the voiceless.  All we need is the courage to stand firm, assured by the fact that 
God’s Spirit will be with us to inspire us and strengthen us to be people of integrity and truth. 
 
The hard question 
So finally, to the big question of why bad things happen to good people.  I too fail to find the 
words to answer this with any clarity and conviction.  Yet, perhaps the most profound image of 
this is that of Jesus’ hanging on a cross.  Jesus knew pain, humiliation and cruelty at its extreme 
and this was something he definitely didn’t deserve.   While this doesn’t make John’s death or 
any other person’s death at the hands of a corrupt and evil power right, it does assure me that 
God cares about us and what happens to us.  Ultimately, we are in capable and safe hands.    
 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen' (Ephesians 3:20–21). 
 
 
 
********************************************************* 
FOOD COLLECTIONS   Urban Outreach say thank you for your support.   
You can bring your donations with you when you come to a Sunday Service in any of our 
churches. Just place your donations in the Grub Tubs provided.  You can also bring donations 
to St John’s, Wingates between 10 – 11 am on the first and third Saturdays of every month. 
(Next collection day Saturday 17 July 2021) 
You might find it easier to make a financial donation to Urban Outreach.   
You can do this via their website  https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 
 
*********************************************************** 
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                                  The Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
                                
                              The Beheading of John the Baptist   
                                        
                                    Holy Communion 

Amos 7: 7-15 
7 This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to 
plumb, with a plumb-line in his hand. 8 And the LORD asked me, ‘What do you see, Amos?’ 
‘A plumb-line,’ I replied. Then the Lord said, ‘Look, I am setting a plumb-line among my 
people Israel; I will spare them no longer. 9 ‘The high places of Isaac will be destroyed and 
the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined; with my sword I will rise against the house of 
Jeroboam.’ 
10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: ‘Amos is 
raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his 
words. 11 For this is what Amos is saying: ‘“Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel will 
surely go into exile, away from their native land.”’ 12 Then Amaziah said to Amos, ‘Get out, 
you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your bread there and do your prophesying 
there. 13 Don’t prophesy any more at Bethel, because this is the king’s sanctuary and the 
temple of the kingdom.’ 14 Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I was neither a prophet nor the son of 
a prophet, but I was a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. 15 But the LORD 
took me from tending the flock and said to me, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.” 
 
Mark 6: 14-29 
14 King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well known. Some were saying, 
‘John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at 
work in him.’ 15 Others said, ‘He is Elijah.’ And still others claimed, ‘He is a prophet, like one 

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/


of the prophets of long ago.’ 16 But when Herod heard this, he said, ‘John, whom I 
beheaded, has been raised from the dead!’ 17 For Herod himself had given orders to have 

 John arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. 18 For John had been saying to Herod, ‘It is not 
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’ 19 So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and 
wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, 20 because Herod feared John and protected him, 
knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; 
yet he liked to listen to him. 21 Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a 
banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 When 
the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests. 
The king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give it to you.’ 23 And he 
promised her with an oath, ‘Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom.’ 24 She 
went out and said to her mother, ‘What shall I ask for?’ ‘The head of John the Baptist,’ she 
answered. 25 At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: ‘I want you to give me 
right now the head of John the Baptist on a dish.’ 26 The king was greatly distressed, but 
because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27 So he immediately 
sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. The man went, beheaded John in the 
prison, 28 and brought back his head on a dish. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to 
her mother. 29 On hearing of this, John’s disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 
 
Collect for the Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow: though our faith is small as mustard 
seed, make it grow to your glory and the flourishing of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

 
Post Communion 
Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and the source of life, ever giving himself that the world 
may live: may we so receive within ourselves the power of his death and passion that, in his 
saving cup, we may share his glory and be made perfect in his love; for he is alive and reigns, 

now and for ever. 
 
********************************************************* 
Homily for Sunday 11th July                                          Rev’d Carol Pharaoh 
 
Introduction  
 
What readings we have today!  The link between all of them you might say is the theme of 
power.  That is, human power verses the real authority and power which flow from God when 
we are called by him.   
  In the Old Testament reading, Amos talks about a plumb line and points to God’s standards of 
uprightness and criticises the corrupt power of his day.  In the passage from Mark, we hear 
that whilst Jesus’ reputation is growing his identity is still not clear.   King Herod fears that 
Jesus is John raised from the dead and then we are told the dark tale of John’s execution.  The 
reading also poses the question as to why bad things happen to good people.  This, is a very 
big and hard question to answer of course, and one that theologians have grappled with for  

centuries. Let’s consider the gospel reading a little bit more today and see if we can find 
something to help us with all these big topics. 

       Herod 
We perhaps know the gruesome story well.  Herod is unhappy about John’s criticism of him 
and uses his power to throw him in prison.  He could have killed him straight away but he’s 
indecisive.  Perhaps he wants to be thought of as a good king so he listens to John over a 
period of time.  (We’re told that he’s fascinated by him, a bit in awe of him and he likes to 
listen to him.)  Herodias, on the other hand, wants John dead and it all comes to a head 
(pardon the pun) on an occasion of drunkenness and lust.  Herod makes a foolish oath and 
is cornered.  In order not to lose face he gives Salome what she asks prompted by her 
mother Herodias. 
We perhaps all know what it feels like to get cornered into doing the wrong thing.  A group 

of people can sweep us along with their enthusiasm which can make it impossible for us to 

take a step back and cause us to take a course of action which we know in our hearts of 
hearts isn’t right.  We hope and pray that the consequences of us not wanting to lose face 
and going with the flow aren’t as devastating as Herod’s but Herod’s cruel exercise of 
power has its parallels today.  The cruel exercise of power frighteningly exists today in 
many areas in our world.  It  can be a sad and gruesome world and the response to evil in 
some cases, rather than provoking a response of peace and justice, has simply sadly 
created more evil.  
 
Going against the flow 
John, on the other hand, doesn’t go with the flow and is outspoken about the wrong Herod 
is doing.  Others, no doubt, knew that Herod was doing wrong too but John has the 
courage to stand up against him.   He has God’s plumb line in his heart. 
Is our plumb line straight?  Do we have the right standards?  Decisions and consequences 
in life aren’t all black and white yet have our attitudes become too liberal and are we a bit 
too wishy washy in our thinking and attitudes.  Life has changed quite radically in all kinds 
of ways.  Communities aren’t the same.  Families aren’t the same. We accept relationships 
last as long as they do without challenging a lack of commitment or a need to stick at and 
work at something.  There’s an attitude that says that it’s alright to do as you please, but is 
it?   
As Christians we often go along with things because to speak out against things would 
make us unpopular.  Do we speak out against injustices in society?  We might complain 
about politicians but do we do more than moan?  Should we, as Christians, take 
responsibility for getting our voices heard more even if it means going against the flow? 
John the Baptist is described in biblical terms as a prophet.  Part of the meaning of the 
word ‘prophecy’ means to ‘stand up in front and speak on behalf of’.  Where are God’s 
prophets today and what can we do to challenge those things which are not of God?  Can 
we campaign to encourage our government, and people in power everywhere, to seek 
justice and peace?  
 
Power 
Both the readings from Amos and Mark tell us of the hostility directed towards those who 
challenge Godless power.  But there’s also a clear message that God supports those who  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/men/thinking-man/11717090/Why-you-really-shouldnt-worry-about-terrorism.html

