
The Rector’s Ramblings: “Reasons to be cheerful” – June 2021 

Dear Friends  

June brings with it the tantalising prospect of something resembling normality.  But with this, the 

question of what do we want this new normality to look like is also raised?   

 

This past year has inevitably found us reflecting on what we have lost – our freedom to travel and 

meet with friends, family, and neighbours; our freedom to gather in large numbers (if at all) for 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals; our freedom to do whatever we like, whenever we like!   But for 

most of us, we have been willing to make sacrifices because in doing so we are willing to show our 

love for one another, to keep each other safe, until such time as the vaccines have been developed 

and rolled out across this country and indeed the world – as The UN Secretary-General, António 

Guterres recently reminded us “With this pandemic, none of us are safe until all of us are safe”. 

 

Which, in a roundabout way, brings me onto my theme this month of “Reasons to be cheerful” – I 

am cheerful and grateful because I have now had my first dose of the vaccine (and look forward to 

my second next month), I am grateful for the global pharmaceutical industry which have rallied to 

develop a range of vaccines and to produce them in increasingly large volumes.  I pray that these will 

be shared equitably around the world so that all might be protected, not just the rich. 

 

I am grateful to our NHS, to our carers, and all who have volunteered to help those in need wherever 

they are. I am grateful for those who have inspired us to give generously, the likes of Captain Sir Tom 

Moore, but also those from our own communities who have raised both funds and spirits – and I 

pray that we will continue to be generous in all that we do for one another. 

 

I am grateful for friends and family both near and far, and for the technology which has enabled us 

to “Zoom” around the world (or just around the corner) to keep in touch, to laugh, to cry and to 

work together.   I pray that our bonds of friendship and community will continue to be bound 

together with a common love. 

 

I am grateful for all that the future has in store for us, for the eternal love which God has promised 

us, and for the prospect of getting to know all of you a little better in the months and years ahead. 

So, as you can see, we have much to be cheerful and thankful for.  As St. Paul wrote to the 

Thessalonians “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances”.  
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 - NRSV) 

 

With grateful thanks for the blessing which you all are to one another and to me as well. 

Mark 

The Revd Mark Woodrow 


