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His Story – Our Story 
A pilgrimage around the streets of the parishes of  

St Mark’s Heyside and St Anne’s Royton 

 

 
 

Sunday 18th July-  

Sunday 15th August 
 



Introduction 
Revd Liz writes… 
 

As I began to physically move into the Benefice of Heyside and Royton, and as I prayed,  the idea 
of a pilgrimage walking around every street of the two parishes and praying for the people who 
live, learn and work here began to emerge.  
 

It is a good way for me to really get to know the parishes. When we walk around a place we see 
and hear so much more than we do when driving around, we are able to interact with people along 
the way and invite people on the journey with us. As your parish priest, one of my most important 
reasons for being is to pray for the people of this Benefice. Holding people in prayer as I walk in 
the places where they live and work is a powerful act. Already in this first week I have been 
blessed with fruitful encounters with people I have met on the way, walking in the street, sat in 
their gardens, outside their places of work or even up on their balconies!  
 

The pilgrimage also provides an opportunity for people to join me as fellow pilgrims on the road – 
both physically and virtually.  People are invited to walk and pray with me in person or by following 
the journey on social media so that more people are able to join in this wave of prayer for our 
parishes. It will enable me to get know people more as we walk alongside each other.  
 

Not everyone of course will be able to join me physically on the walk so that is why I have asked 
people to complete the His Story Our Story refection sheet, sharing something with me of what is 
important to you and where you are on your pilgrimage through life and your faith journey. I will 
use what is shared with me on the reflection sheets in my prayer for you. It will be a privilege.  
 
SPONSORED WALK  
During these last 18 months as we have lived with COVID-1 we have all been affected spiritually, 
emotionally, financially – in all sorts of ways. Churches and charities have really suffered 
financially. My hope for the pilgrimage is that over this month there will be a wave of prayer for 
these parishes, that I will get to know the parishes, the people who live, worship and work here 
and that we might raise money for our two churches, St Mark’s and St Anne’s and for Dr 
Kershaw’s Hospice. Please do share this pilgrimage with family, friends and neighbours and 
encourage them to donate. Please give as generously as you are able.  
You can give on  
 

St Mark’s A Church Near You Page https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15990/ or  
St Anne’s A Church Near You Page https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15992/ 

 

These links take you to the homepage – scroll down until you see the donate now to His Story Our 
Story Pilgrimage Sponsored Walk button. When you click on that you are taken to our 
Easyfundraising pages where you can give a set amount or change that to any amount you want- 
you are also able to Gift Aid if you pay tax. You are also able to pledge sponsorship on the sheets 
in church if you prefer not to give online. You can also pay £2 and guess how many miles I will 
walk to win a prize!  
 

Alison Peacock, Head of Serving Communities and Mission Planning Officer in The Diocese of 
Manchester has kindly provided us with a digital map. You can zoom in on the streets that we will 
be praying for! https://arcg.is/0fn8qX 
 
 

There will be a weekly His Story Our Story newsletter sent out via e-mail and you can follow the 
pilgrimage on Facebook and Twitter Follow and Like The Benefice of Heyside and Royton on 
Twitter. – please like and share so that others might join in! 
 

Join us on this journey of the hear around the parishes, support us financially is you are able and 
pray for our churches as we make this pilgrimage and for me and those who join with me as we 
take on this physical as well as spiritual challenge! Click here to watch a video about the 
pilgrimage presented by Revd Liz.  
 

Prayers and blessings Revd Liz 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15990/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15992/
https://arcg.is/0fn8qX
https://youtu.be/4CGBPY9y-aA


Pilgrimage 
 

As Christians we are all on a pilgrimage through life, with a starting point of faith and 
baptism, and the kingdom of heaven as our final destination. At Baptism we often 
pray for the candidate as he or she joins the ‘pilgrim people of God.’ The 
introduction of the Baptism service states, “Baptism marks the beginning of a 
journey with God which continues for the rest of our lives, the first step in response 
to God’s love.”  
 

Every pilgrimage we embark on is in response to God‘s love for us and so is always 
a journey of the heart.  
 

Mary Fleeson, the Lindisfarne artist who wrote our His Story Our Story Pilgrimage 
Prayer writes, “Pilgrimage encompasses two distinct and yet complementary 
concepts, the physical journey to a spiritually significant place and the journey of the 
heart and mind as they move nearer to God. In the first case we make a choice to 
travel somewhere because we believe that the journey will be beneficial to our 
spiritual and emotional growth and that being at the destination will bring us closer to 
God’s blessing and a deeper understanding of our Creator. The journey of the heart 
and mind is a different process, we are all set on this pilgrimage, not by choice but 
because we live.” 
 

It has been said that a genuine Pilgrimage is a microcosm of Christian life. It begins 
with an act of faith and commitment. It progresses through many challenges and 
tribulations, trials and joys as the faith journey continues. Eventually it arrives at its 
destination, the place of blessing, the gate of heaven itself. 
 

I pray that this pilgrimage of prayer my be a blessing to our two churches St Mark’s 
and St Anne’s, to our two parishes and the community and that it may help us to 
walk together into the future, two parishes united in prayer and faith.  
 

Every blessing, Revd Liz  

His Story Our Story Pilgrimage Prayer 
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Day One Sunday18th July:  Start point St Mark’s church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 1 of #HisStoryOurStory pilgrimage of prayer started at St Mark's Heyside at 3pm. Earlier that 
day at St Mark’s the ashes of a faithful parishioner Naomi Clare has been buried in the Garden of 
Remembrance. We held Naomi and her family in prayer as walked. It was good to be joined by 
churchwardens Sylvia and John and parishioners Lorraine, Keith and Ann from both parishes. 
Winnie came to see us off but didn't walk- it was a bit warm for doggies – it was 27degrees!  

 
We gathered at St Mark’s and began with the Pilgrimage Prayer before setting off from St Mark's 
Heyside, a place of worship and prayer here for over 140 years.  Giving thanks for all who have 
worshipped here in the past and passed on the baton of faith. We pray for the local pubs, and all 
involved in hospitality industry at these uncertain times. Thankful for fellow pilgrims on the road.  

 



We are nearing our neighbouring parish of Holy Trinity Shaw and can glimpse another neighbour  
St Thomas’ Moorside in the distance. Thankful for the beauty all around us and God's glory 
revealed in nature. 

A  
At St Joseph's church Shaw, the border with Holy Trinity Shaw and met and prayed for Mthr Katy 
Cunliffe and her parishes and our churches as we come out of lockdown. Praying also for Fr John 
& all at St Joseph's & St Joseph’s Shaw Steven Hill MBE as he begins The Great Norse Run 
2021.  

  
Walking around the streets off Otmoor Way and praying for all who live in this area. We met The 
Revd Canon Richard Hawkins on the way! Thankful for his ministry at St Mark's during the 
interregnum and in this time that we seek to move to new worship times. 

   
Praying for all who work Heyside Cricket Club, all the 
teams and for those in the community who use the venue. Praying for all who live around Bullcote 
Green. AS we walked we met Barbara,  Brown Owl at Trinity Methodist, Royton who brought out 
cool water for our thirsty pilgrims! Thank you! Prayers for all at Trinity Methodist Church.  
 



 Another view of  St Thomas’ Moorside as we met up with the Vicar there, The Revd Denise 
Owen! Good to walk for a while on the way with our neighbour. Praying for Bullcote Farm and 
Insight Farm that have been on this land for centuries and over the years have had family 
connections with St Mark's.  

 
We reach the old railway line, now tram line- the border of our parish with St Thomas’ Moorside. 
We stop and pray for The Revd Denise Owen and her parish, for The Revd Paul Monk and the 
ministry team. Thankful for Denise's prayers for our parishes as we continue on our pilgrimage. 

 

Day 2 Monday 19th July 
A rest day from walking.  

Day 3 Tuesday 20th July: Start point St Anne’s Church  

#HisStoryOurStory pilgrimage began at St Anne's Royton this morning. Praying the pilgrimage 
prayer. I was seen off by Linda, Margaret and Eric who had come to do the cleaning alongside 
Sylvia, Barbara and Margaret (not pictured) Good to see Steve and Roy, builder & gardener 
respectively. Giving thanks and praying for all who care for our church buildings in every way.  



 
 

Praying for staff and pupils at St Anne’s Royton in this last week of term that they may find rest 
and refreshment this Summer. Prayers for those in Year 6 preparing to move on to new schools – 
giving thanks for their time at St Anne's and praying for God's blessing on them.  
 
Walking along the roads on the map on the previous page. Praying for all who live there. Praying 
for staff, residents and their families at Dryclough Manor. Good to meet with Tracey and Julie who 
work with and support adults with additional needs. Praying for them and all who they walk 
alongside. Unexpected beauty on the road… 

  
 
 
Praying & walking up hill on #HisStoryOurStory pilgrimage. Praying for all who live here and for all 
who are finding life an uphill battle at the moment. Praying for all finding changes to Covid 
regulations frightening. Amazing beauty in the gardens - splashes of exuberant joy! 

 

 
Natures confetti on the floor- praying for Naomi and Owain who are to be married at St Anne's 
Church on Saturday. St Anne's towering over the houses - a visible sign of God's presence in this 
community. Praying for 3rd Royton Scout group, for the leaders and the young people. Praying 
also for the Guides, Brownies and Rainbows at St Anne’s and the Brigade groups at St Mark’s.  



 

 

 

 

 
#HisStoryOurStory pilgrimage praying and waking around the streets of the parishes. Good to 
meet with Damian who worships at St Herbert's RC Chadderton. Praying for him  and their church 
community as they meet this evening to decide what Covid measures they will put in place now 
the regulations are changing.  
 

  
Walking back St Anne's on #HisStoryOurStoryPilgrimage and I  am greeted by the wonderful floral 
displays provided by Oldham Council Grounds Maintenance Department. Good to meet those 
responsible, namely Mick, Neil and Ryan in order to thank them. Praying for them and all who 
work to make our town a beautiful place to be.  
 

 
 

 

 



Day  4 Wed 21st July: Start point St Anne’s Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Good to be joined on day 4 of #HisStoryOurStory pilgrimage by Linda. We began with the 
pilgrimage prayer and then by praying for all staff and pupils at St Anne’s Royton for a restful and 
safe break. Good to meet with Head Sue Holt and Deputy Head Lee Bennett this morning to look 
at the new school year- praying for the future. Praying also for all the staff and children at St 
Anne’s Care Club and holiday club.  

 
 
 
 

Walking down Broadway and called into the petrol station-praying for all who work there. As we 
walk praying for all who live on Broadway. Remembering with love Jennifer and Stewart Barker 
from St Anne's who died this last year-praying for all their family and giving thanks for their lives. 
Prayers for E and her family whose funeral Revd Liz conducted this morning.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Good to bump into 
Revd David Halford 
on 
#HisStoryOurStory, 
from Leesfield Parish 
and receive a 
blessing from him. 
Prayers for him and 
Carole. Pat and Irene 
were enjoying the 
sunshine on Savoy 
Drive and offered 
refreshment to hot 
pilgrims! Prayers for them and all living on that road. 
 
Walking meant I saw signs of the community that would have been here where Broadway is, when 
the church was built. Giving thanks for Revd Ormerod and, all who lived and worshipped in this 
parish in the past- asking that we may build on the foundations they laid to serve our community.  

 

   
Walking into Chadderton on #HisStoryOurStory by Clayton Playing Fields. 
Giving thanks for open spaces to be enjoyed by all and praying for all groups 
and individuals who use this space. There were signs pinned to trees for a 
missing person. Praying for him, his family and all separated from loved ones.  

 
At the border of St Matthew’s Church. Praying for our neighbours-looking forward to walking near 
here with  & The Revd Captain David Penny and Fr Graham Hollowood next Wednesday. Praying 
for all who work on the retail park. Prayers for all living on Baldwins Close, especially for healing 
for Jean who we chatted to, who for the moment is house bound.  

 
 



Walking back to St Anne's past Oldham Academy North. Praying for the Head, Rachael Hallam & 
all staff and pupils that they might have a time  of rest and refreshment over the summer.  
Thankful for the links already established between church & school looking forward how they 
develop. 

 

 

Day  5 Thursday  22n July: Start point St Mark’s Church 

Mary Magdalene  
 
All four gospels give Mary Magdalene a unique place among 
Jesus' followers. Probably from Magdala by the Sea of Galilee, 
she is described as having been healed by Jesus before 
accompanying him during his ministry. Along with other faithful 
women, she stayed beside the cross during the crucifixion and 
was the first disciple to discover the empty tomb on Easter 
morning. She was privileged with the first appearance of the risen 
Lord, who sent her to take the good news of the resurrection to 
the other disciples. This commission earned her the title 'Apostle 
to the Apostles' in the early Church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary Magdalene by Malcolm Guite 
 

Men called you light so as to load you down,      

And burden you with their own weight of sin, 

A woman forced to  cover and contain 

Those seven devils sent by Everyman. 

But one man set you free and took your part 

One man knew and loved you to the core 

The broken alabaster of your heart 

Revealed to Him alone a hidden door, 

Into a garden where the fountain sealed, 

Could flow at last for him in healing tears, 

Till, in another garden, he revealed 

The perfect Love that cast out all your fears, 

And quickened you with love’s own sway and swing, 

As light and lovely as the news you bring 
 

Almighty God, 
whose Son restored Mary Magdalene 
 to health of mind and body 
and called her to be a witness  
to his resurrection: 
forgive our sins  
and heal us by your grace, 
that we may serve you  
in the power of his risen life; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  



Pictures from the church at Magdala. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We began #HisStoryOurStory at St Mark's with churchwarden, John, Rev Dougie Oates, Fr Brian 
Hartley & Fr Graham Hollowood- our neighbour. St Mark’s Heyside and St James’ Barry St share 
a border. We prayed that just as our Lord told Mary not to cling to him, we might not cling to the 
safety of our buildings but go out and proclaim the Good News with great joy! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



On Hebron St, Brownlow Avenue, Clarence St and Sutcliffe St praying for the residents. 
Particularly praying for them in their fears over the disruption building work may bring to their lives. 
Praying for the builders working in this heat. May the wildflowers be balm for the eyes & soul.  

 

 
 
Walking from Heyside to Highinshaw #HisStoryOurStory past shops & restaurants. Praying for 
Darren & Ruby in Heyside news & Michelle, Kerry & Aaron at Heyside fish and chips. Praying for 
all who work in these places, giving thanks for the service they provide to the community. 

 
 

 

Praying for businesses on Highinshaw Ln, Moss Ln, Mossdown Rd and Meek St. At the border of 
our parish with St James' Barry St we prayed for Fr Graham, the ministry team and congregation 
of St James' as they discern ways how they will emerge lockdowns. Good that Judith joined us 
too! 

 
 
Walking back towards St Mark's Heyside #HisStoryOurStory, praying for 
residents of Manor St, Rudding St and Sunview and all working at the dog 
groomers. The Quaker burial ground is an oasis of calm on a busy main 
road- a faint trace left of the Quaker meeting house once there in the 
brickwork but also in the atmosphere of the place.  



 

 

 
 
#HisStoryOurStory praying for staff at Precision Dental clinic and Roselands nursing home. 
Praying for the residents and their families too. Giving thanks for the beautiful wildflower meadow 
on Perth St & praying for Oldham Council Grounds Maintenance Teams, giving thanks for their 
skills.  

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to Fr Graham Hollowood, Judith, John, Fr Brian Hartley and 
Revd Dougie Oates for being fellow pilgrims on the way today in this heat 
on #HisStoryOurStory! The next stage of the pilgrimage is on Sunday at 
3pm from St Anne's church.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 6  Friday 23rd July  
A rest day from walking.  

Day 7 Saturday 24th July  
A rest day from walking.  



A wedding at St Anne’s 
Please pray for Naomi and Owain as they begin their married life together.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrimage Cross 
 
Each time I walk I am carrying this cross with me. . It is a Celtic cross of Endings and Beginnings. 
The chalice symbol on the cross signifies life’s source, where change is of the essence, and so 
through life. When there is acceptance of change, of the circle of endings and beginnings, then the 
unexpected has a chance.  
 
 

Please use this booklet as a source for prayer and reflection during this week and please pray for 
me as I will pray for you as we journey together on this pilgrimage of the heart around the streets 
of the Benefice of Heyside and Royton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


