
 16 

Some material in this service is copyright: 

Common Worship © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council and Common Worship:  

Festivals © 2008 The Archbishops’ Council 
 1 

The Weekly Service            Sunday 25th July 2021             

James the Apostle 

 

A very warm welcome to you all as we worship  

the Lord together  
 

✠  In the name of the Father, and of the Son  
and of the Holy Spirit 

Amen  
 
The Greeting 

The Lord be with you 

 and also with you 

 
Invitation to Confession  

Let us confess our sins and failings to God our merciful Father. 

Kyrie Confession 

We have done what was wrong in your sight 

and chosen what has displeased you. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 



 2 

As a mother comforts her child so shall you comfort us. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Let us return to you, for you know our every deed and thought. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution. 

Almighty God,  who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 

eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord    Amen. 

The Collect  

Merciful God, whose holy apostle Saint James, leaving his  

father and all that he had, was obedient to the calling of 

yourSon Jesus Christ and followed him even to death: help 

us, forsaking the false attractions of the world, to be ready 

at alltimes to answer your call without delay; through Jesus 

Christyour Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
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Victim and Survivor Invitation for Past Cases Review 2  

There is still an open invitation to anyone who wants to make  

representations about their experience as a victim or survivor of 

church related abuse in this diocese to contribute to the national 

Past Cases Review 2 process which is ongoing in 2021. This in 

relation to the response they received from the Church, however 

long ago this may have occurred. Contact details below.  

Rachael Spiers, Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser:  

07930 819 279 Rachael.Spiers@LeicesterCofE.org  

Peter Holloway, Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser:  

07930 887 984 Peter.Holloway@LeicesterCofE.org  

Dedicated independent phone line run by the NSPCC:  

0800 80 2020  

National Church of England Safeguarding Team:  

safeguarding@churchofengland.org  

There is also always an open invitation to come forward with  

information or make a new disclosure regarding church-related 

abuse or a request for support.  

You can read more about the Past Cases Review 2 online at: 

www.leicester.anglican.org/safeguarding  
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First Reading 

27 
During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to  

Antioch. 
28 

One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the 

Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire 

Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.)  
29 

The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for 

the brothers and sisters living in Judea. 
30 

This they did, sending 

their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.  

12 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who  

belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. 
2 
He had 

James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.  

 Acts 11:27-12:2 

This is the word of the Lord   

Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. 

You have the words to eternal life. 

Alleluia 

 

✠ Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
St Matthew 
 
 Glory to you O Lord 

20 
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons 

and, kneeling down, asked a favour of him. 
21 

‘What is it you want?’ he asked. 

She said, ‘Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your 

right and the other at your left in your kingdom.’ 
22 

‘You don’t know what you are asking,’ Jesus said to them.  

‘Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?’ 
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‘We can,’ they answered. 
23 

Jesus said to them, ‘You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit  

at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to  

those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.’ 
24 

When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two 

brothers. 
25 

Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that the 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 

authority over them. 
26 

Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to  

become great among you must be your servant, 
27 

and whoever  

wants to be first must be your slave – 
28 

just as the Son of Man did  

not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.’                                                              Matthew 20:20-28 

This is the Gospel of the Lord      
 

Praise to you O Christ 

 

I think it’s quite sad that on this Sunday when we 

are remembering and celebrating the Apostle 

James, our gospel reading doesn’t exactly cast 

him in a very good light! Although it is his mum 

who is pushing him and his brother forward,  

neither of  them seems to be trying to discourage 

her from trying to get the best seats for them! 

And in Mark’s account of the same incident, it is 

the boys themselves bigging themselves up!  

So, on the feast day of the Apostle James, let’s take a few minutes to 

see what else we know about James. 

James, son of Zebedee, along with his brother John, was one of the 

first disciples called by Jesus. Accounts of this are recorded in the first 

three gospels and according to Luke the sons of Zebedee were  

partners of Peter and Andrew (Luke 5) Their father must have been a 

fairly successful fisherman as he also used hired servants in his  

fishing business.  
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HERITAGE EVENT – PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! 

The St Paul’s Church Heritage Project team is thrilled to be able to be 

planning something in the church again, we are just crossing our  

fingers that the COVID restrictions will allow our first event to occur in 

August .....  

Our first event since 2019 will take place, COVID permitting, on 21st 

August from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. We are planning to open the 

church for an heritage exhibition with book and bric-a-brac sales, tea, 

coffee and cake with other planned activities.  

Entry, as always, is free and we would be really pleased to see you 

there to celebrate the resumption of our heritage sharing activities!  

In the future we are planning to launch a new booklet by Evelyn Brown 

about the first 3 Vicars of St. Paul’s Church and their fascinating family 

histories, long tenures and other intriguing insights into their lives.  

We hope to see you all  on the 21st August! 

Sue, Pat and Evelyn (The Heritage Team)  

(For any last minute confirmation of the event please contact Pat on  

randon243@hotmail.com or 891461). 

mailto:randon243@hotmail.com
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Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with the church 

family  & the wider church. 

Like & Comment to be part of the conversation! 

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulschurchwoodhouseeaves 

 Revd Lisa - 01509890972 

 Revd Lisa - revdlisatemperley@gmail.com 

   Michèle - michdenn2@aol.com 

 

FYI : Revd Lisa & Michèle will be having their day off on Tuesdays 
 

A Church Near You 

St Paul’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5286  

St Mary’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5285 

 Mission & Outreach 

A huge thank you to all those who left water, food donations 

and baby provisions during last year for John's Storehouse. 

They have made an urgent request for their supplies to be 

replenished after Christmas. Your continued support for 

homeless, families living with poverty and  unemployment 

and those in need is much appreciated. 

Please arrange to leave your donations with  

Marion Porter on WEDNESDAY this week.  

(67 Beacon Road, 01509 890801)  

Or donations can now be left in church 

Once again a massive thank you. Revd Lisa 
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As well as her actions on behalf of her sons, which we heard about 

earlier in our gospel reading, their mother, Salome, is listed as one 

of the women who witnessed the crucifixion and discovered the 

empty tomb after the resurrection. (Matthew 27:56, Mark 15;40) 

During his ministry, Jesus included James (with Peter and John) as 

a special witness to particular miracles and teaching. He was  

present at the raising of Jairus’s daughter; at the transfiguration;  

in the garden of Gethsemane after Jesus had celebrated the last 

supper with his disciples. Jesus asked the three of them to stay 

awake and watch with him but none of them could and slept as  

Jesus prayed in agony! 

Jesus gave James and his brother another surname – Boanerges – 

which means ‘sons of thunder’ which probably gives us a hint at 

James occasional fiery personality! 

In Luke chapter 9, when the Samaritans have failed to show  

hospitality to Jesus, James’s response is to ask whether they should 

“bid fire come down from heaven and consume them.” 

In reply to the request for special treatment,  in the gospel reading, 

Jesus warns them that they will share his fate and sadly James does 

come to a violent end. His death is reported in Acts 12 v 2 James is 

put to death by the sword by Herod Agrippa 1. This is the only record 

in the New Testament of the martyrdom of one of the first 12  

disciples. His symbol shows the sword by which he died and a  

scallop shell as a reminder of his work as a fisherman. 

Going back to our gospel reading and we can clearly see that James 

did take on board the message that living a Christian life is about 

service and he did make the ultimate sacrifice and die for his faith. 

However, the incident did have the potential to cause trouble  

because as we see in verse 24 the other disciples were  

understandably a bit annoyed to hear about this power grab! 

I think it’s fair to speculate that the other 10 weren’t indignant be-

cause they knew and accepted that the positions of honour on  



 6 

either side of Jesus  had already been assigned by God. 

If we’re honest, what would we be thinking? It’s not fair because 

 I’d like to be considered for the position. I’m just as good a disciple 

as anyone else. Why not me? It’s not fair! 

In verses 25-27 Jesus calls them all together to explain what  

following him is all about. Not power and influence. They won’t be 

thought great by the world’s standards. God judges greatness by 

how much we offer care and support to others. Putting other’s 

needs before our own. Jesus is demonstrating this up-side-down 

way of exercising power.  He is God’s son, King of the universe but 

he didn’t want people to give him power and position. He wanted to 

serve others to facilitate the spread of God’s kingdom on earth, 

even though he was the one who had every right to be placed first 

and treated as a great person,  vv26-27 “Whoever wants to become 

great among you must be your servant and whoever wants to be 

first must be your slave” 

Pretty powerful stuff when you remember what being a servant or 

slave means. The dictionary defines a servant as a person who  

performs duties for others and a slave is someone who has no  

control over their own life, working solely for the good of another. 

Following Jesus means putting others before ourselves. Like a  

servant being willing to perform duties for others and like a slave 

being directed and guided by the example of Jesus.  

There have been many examples, in the past 16 months during the 

pandemic, when these Christian principles have been demonstrated 

in the love and care shown to those in need and putting them first. 

We now need to think about how we continue this pattern of service 

as we come out of the pandemic lockdown and tackle living in  

freedom.  

An article I was reading last week, by Liam Thatcher, a teaching 

pastor at Christ Church London, suggested that as Christians we 

should be better equipped to grapple with the issues because we 

have the wisdom of scripture and the example of Jesus to guide us.  
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Eternal God and Father, 

by whose power we are created and by whose love we are 

redeemed: guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, that we may 

give ourselves to your service, and live this day in love to one an-

other and to you; through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Peace:  

Peace to you from God our Heavenly Father. 

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 

Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life- giver. 

The Peace of the triune God be always with you 

And also with you  

 

The Blessing: 

 

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 

fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

✠ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 

        COMPLINE  

 AT ST PAUL’S 

    

Thursday 5th August  

at 7.00pm     
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Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who 

Have lived and believed in you. Raise us with them to eternal life. 

We remember before God those who have died and we pray 

that God's love will surround all who mourn them, now and always.  

We give you thanks for all those whom we have loved but who have 

gone ahead of us.   

We pray for the repose of the soul of  Neil High 

 

From St Mary’s Book of Remembrance 

Horace Albert Wood, John Ernest Mort, John Hamilton 

Bernard Charles Bryan, Jessie Eileen Long 

From St Paul’s Book of Remembrance 

Thomas Charles Constable, Rosemary Siennicki, 

Susan Elizabeth Rosemary Tebbutt, Jessie Reeves , Bishop Mort, 

Eileen Mary Wesley, Frank Edmund Wainwright,  

William George Goodman 

Rest eternal grant to them , O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon 

them.  May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God  

Rest in peace                                   And rise in glory.  

 

Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us,  

so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   Hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done;    

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.   Amen. 
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Liam gave three examples which I found helpful. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 is a familiar passage where Paul speaks 

about the church being a body and that even the weaker parts 

are indispensable. If one part suffers, the whole suffers. 

In Romans 14 and 15 Paul acknowledges there will be different 

ideas and experiences in a community but we must not judge 

one another or put stumbling blocks in the way. 

“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order 

to bring praise to God.” 15:7 

The  Apostle Peter writes in 1 Peter 2:16 “Live as free people but 

do not use your freedom as a cover up for evil; live as God’s 

slaves. 

If we use our freedom for self-serving reasons we are misusing 

that freedom and not honouring God. If we submit our freedom to 

service to God, it may mean self-imposed limitations but freedom 

will be truer and deeper. 

Peter goes on in verse 21 to point us to Jesus as our model. 

“To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 

you an example, that you should follow in his footsteps.” 

 

Therefore, as Christians, we should be willing to do things we 

don’t have to and maybe things we don’t really want to, out of 

love. 

Liam Thatcher concludes the article with these words:  

“True freedom, like love, is costly and complex, sometimes 

messy but always worth the investment.” 

 

Thinking back to James, like him we may sometimes make the 

wrong choice or respond insensitively on the spur of the moment.  

Let’s commit to following James’s example and going back to  

Jesus to listen to his words of guidance and direction. 

Michèle Smith 
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Let us affirm our faith together. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

          We believe in one God,  

   the Father,  the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the  resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.              Amen 
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Let Us Pray 

We come boldly to the throne of grace, 

praying to the almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

for mercy and grace. 

We plead before your throne in heaven. 

 

Father of heaven, whose love profound a ransom for our 

souls has found: 

We pray for the world, created by your love, for its nations and  

Governments; for Israel & Palestine 

Extend to them your peace, pardoning love, mercy and grace. 

We plead before your throne in heaven. 

 

Almighty Son, incarnate Word, our Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, Lord: 

We pray for the Church, created for your glory, 

for its ministry to reflect those works of yours. 

And keep our minds to always look outwards in mission. 

Extend to us your salvation, growth, mercy and grace. 

We plead before your throne in heaven. 

 

Eternal Spirit, by whose breath the soul is raised from sin and death: 

We pray for families and individuals, created in your image, 

for the lonely, the bereaved, the sick and the dying. 

We pray for Jean Sury, Klaus Kaiser, Ann Temperley,  

Jean Bowley,  Vincent Nash,  June Shilton,  Sue & John Thorne,  

 

 

Breathe on them the breath of life and bring them to your mercy  

and grace. We plead before your throne in heaven. 

Thrice holy! Father, Spirit, Son, Mysterious Godhead, Three in One: 

 

 


