
Reflection for 25 July 2021, the Feast of St James’ 
 

Reading: Mark 1:14-20 
 

This reflection was offered by the Vicar, Revd Jonathan Cain at the Horsforth 
Civic Service, which incorporated the opening of The Horsforth Shed. 
 
I’m going to begin this short reflection 
with three quotations from people who 
have been involved with The Horsforth 
Shed so far. 
 

First, a young adult … 
 

"It always amazed me how many bacon 
sandwiches and cups of tea were served 
at the old Scout Hut whilst it was being 
renovated into a Community Workshop!  
Since leaving University I had been job 
hunting without any success and feeling 
pretty low.  Going along and working with 
others has been really encouraging." 
 

Second, a man of let’s say, riper years … 
 

"I struggle with depression and it has 
been therapeutic coming to the Shed.  Not 
just the work but the socialising." 
 

And finally, two young men who are in 
the care system locally … 
 

“We’re looking forward to it opening, at last!” 
 

All of these people have helped transform the former Scout Hut here at St 
James’ into the magnificent workshop you see before you.  What their short 
testimonies reveal is a core principle of The Horsforth Shed – relationships.  
The Shed is not just, or even really about making things, its about connecting 
people. 
 

The Shed is about helping to overcome perhaps the great crisis of our time – 
the crisis of loneliness and isolation.  But it is about more than that … 
 



Today the Church celebrates the Feast of St James’, and the short passage that 
Councillor Dowling read for us describes the beginning of the relationship 
between James the fisherman and Jesus, who was to become his teacher and 
friend.  The passage begins with Jesus saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’  It goes 
on to record Jesus’ invitation to James, his brother John and the brothers 
Simon and Andrew to follow him.  And they did. 
 

I often wonder why James, John, Simon and Andrew left their fishing nets to 
follow Jesus.  It doesn’t appear that they were isolated or lonely.  In my 
wondering I suspect that these men left their nets to follow Jesus because they 
were experiencing another great crisis, not just of their time, but of all time – 
the crisis of meaning.  Perhaps they looked around them and thought, “what’s 
life really all about?”  And there was enough in what Jesus said for them to 
follow … 
 

As the narrative develops more join Jesus’ band of followers, and they witness 
Jesus healing, feeding and teaching people.  Drawn into relationship with him 
they begin to see that Jesus is the good news.  They begin to see that the 
kingdom of God has come near because Jesus has come near.  They begin to 
see and to believe the astonishing truth that Jesus is the Son of God – God with 
us. 
 

As James and the others journey with Jesus they see how their lives are part of 
the big story of God, the world and everything – they find out what life really is 
all about.  They learn to see the world through Jesus’ eyes and they see how 
God longs to draw all people into that big story; into relationship.  They see 
that they are loved and that love is transformational.  That love is meaning. 
 

Jesus’ invitation to follow him, to be drawn into the big story of God, is made 
to us, as it was made to James and his friends. 
 

At The Shed our hope and prayer is that we will draw people into relationship 
with each other so that they might see how their lives are part of the big story 
of God.  And that’s really good news. 
 

Amen. 


