This Sunday 13 June  Second Sunday after Trinity

2Corinthians 5.6-10(11-13) 14-17;  Mark 4.26-34
9.30am Eucharist Christ Church    11.15am Eucharist St Mary’s

If there is anyone who wants to sing at Christ Church during the liturgy, please have a word with the organist Bob Marsh or Rod Fell. Government guidelines on choirs in churches and cathedrals are always subject to change.  
Dear Friends
Mark 4.26-34

Many have understood the parables in our gospel reading to be primarily about growth: the parable of the person who sowed seed being about how God’s kingdom (his kingship his rule) grows in an often unobservable fashion and the parable of the mustard seed about how the kingdom grows in size. However some have said that these should be understood as parables  of contrast. The first parable contrasts the passivity of the farmer once he has sown his seed, with the later activity when harvesting it. 

After sowing he carries on with his everyday activities. He does not need to do anything further, for his crops are described as flourishing without his intervention. 
Of course we know that seeds often need tending to grow well but this is a parable, not a Monty Don gardening manual and it is told to make the point that the process of growth is inevitable. All the farmer has to do is to wait patiently for harvest time when it will then be right to take action. Similarly, the parable of the mustard seed contrasts the tiny size of the seed. So small it’s easily overlooked, with the impressive size of the bush it eventually becomes, a magnificent bush which no one could ignore.

We often feel that life is not how it should be. We see injustice, oppression, exploitation, poverty and sickness all around us. Life seems very unfair and unjust and we wonder why God doesn’t do anything about it.

Its often hard  to see what God is doing in our fallen world. Whilst the seed has been sown, and his kingdom has broken in through the work of Christ, yet the time is not yet ripe for the final harvest. We still see so much that is wrong and long for God to come and put it right.

We may well be frustrated to hear Jesus teach about a time being needed for seeds to develop and crops to be ready. We may wish he would deal with injustice right away. Yet we are encouraged to be like the farmer and wait patiently for the harvest, for we are taught that this harvest will inevitably come. 

The farmer doesn’t fret about his crops because he believed his harvest was guaranteed. Similarly the tiny mustard seed contained within it all that was necessary to go on and become a massive shrub. Right from its start, its final state was mapped out and assured.

Jesus’ comfort for us is that just as the seed sown by the farmer and the mustard seed were both destined to become plants, so God’s kingdom, his rule on earth, is destined to be fully realized. This process has started and nothing can prevent its completion. It may take a while but God’s kingdom does grow. And as Paula Gooder a Biblical scholar says, ‘the worst thing we can do is continually pull it up by its roots to see whether it is growing.’  

Just like the farmer in the parable we’ve got to trust in the nature of the kingdom and we’ve just got to let it grow. Let it grow. Let it grow. Let it grow.  May God help us to hold firm to the certainty of this hope when life tempts us to think otherwise. 

Lynne (Retired Priest) 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday 14 June  Richard Baxter, puritan divine, 1691
2 Corinthians 6.1-10; Psalm 98; Matthew 5.38-42
Tuesday 15 June Evelyn Underhill, spiritual writer 1941
2Corinthians 8.1-9; Psalm 146; Matthew 5.43-end
Wednesday  16 June  Richard, bishop 1253; 

Joseph Butler philosopher 1752
2Corinthians 9.6-11;  Psalm 112; Matthew 6.1-6,16-18

Thursday  17 June Samuel & Henrietta Barnett, 

social reformers 1913 & 1936
2Corinthians 11.1-11; Psalm 111; Matthew6.7-15
Friday  18 June  Bernard Mizeki, Martyr 1896
2Corinthians 11.18,21b-30;  Psalm 34.1-6; Matthew 6.19-23
Saturday  19 June Sundar Singh, sahu (holy man), evangelist, teacher of the faith 1929
2Corinthians 12.1-10; Psalm 89.20-33; Matthew 6.24-end
Sunday 20 June TRINITY 3
2Corinthians 6.1-13; Mark 4.35-41
