
GOSPEL GOSSIP 

 

The healing touch of Jesus 
 

St Mark 5. 21-43 
 

Sunday 27 June 
 

In the gospel reading set for this week, we have a case of ‘two for the price of one’.  It starts with a 
request from the leader of the synagogue, Jairus, for Jesus to heal his daughter, and it is interrupted 
in its telling by the story of a woman who reached out to touch Jesus’ robe and was healed.  The 
obvious similarities are that both the subjects of Jesus’ healing are women, both requests are born 
out of desperation, and both involved faith.  There the similarities end. 
 
The woman with long-term bleeding (thereby unsuitable for inclusion in Jewish society) didn’t ask 
Jesus but nonetheless believed he could cure, which he did when she touched his robe.  The leader of 
the synagogue, Jairus, personally begged Jesus to heal his little daughter.  Jairus – a leader of the 
synagogue – putting his faith so publicly in Jesus…  The woman was healed; Jairus’ daughter died.  
Jesus did not condemn the woman for her faith; nor did he of Jairus, who, having faith, was rewarded 
by Jesus still healing after his daughter died. 
 

• What drove the woman to touch Jesus’ clothes? 

• Would she have considered Jesus a last resort? 

• How would she have felt when she was found out? 

• Was she surprised that Jesus was aware of her being healed? 

• Given the circumstances, why did she own up? 
 
This unnamed woman believed that faith in Jesus would make her well, and this made her determined 
to get to Jesus, even if she felt hers was not a good enough reason to bother him.  She had to overcome 
the stigma of being ritually unclean, through her bleeding, in order to get at Jesus through the throng 
pressing round him.  Then Jesus confirmed that her faith had indeed made her well. 
 
Jairus also had to overcome a social stigma.  There was he a leading figure in the Jewish community, 
the leader of the synagogue in fact, going to beg Jesus to heal his little daughter.  Wouldn’t he have 
considered the risk to his reputation and standing were he to look to the very person so many of his 
peers were plotting against?  Even if he didn’t, damage would have ensued, even if his daughter wasn’t 
healed.  And so it seemed.  On his way to Jairus’ house, messengers told the sad news that the girl was 
dead, and that his efforts on her behalf were in vain.  But Jesus heard what was being said, and carried 
on regardless, and raised the girl to life, reassuring her parents not to be afraid but only believe. 
 

• Can faith move mountains? 

• To what extent would you be prepared to sacrifice your social standing for something 
unproven? 

• Jesus said that faith can move mountains.  Really? 

• Does faith overcome fear? 

• Is Jesus’ healing ministry alive today? 
 
This week’s gospel reading challenges its hearers about the nature of faith, and also, more generally, 
about the efficacy of prayer.  It appears that regardless of whether we formally request something of 
Jesus or approach him informally, he is both aware of, and willing to accede to, our requests.  What 
this is dependent upon is the faith behind our approach. 


