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In this week’s gospel reading, Jesus tells two parables, stories, about the kingdom of God.  It is very 
easy to talk of ‘growing’ the kingdom of God as a concept, so Jesus puts some flesh and bones on the 
kingdom so that his hearers can have a clearer understanding of how it grows, and they can be 
involved in the process.  In fact, it’s not just down to God:  he provides the resources, and it is up to 
us to decide how they might be used. 
 
The first image he uses is that of someone scattering seed on the ground.  It’s done in faith and a 
certain confidence that the seed will grow.  But this no random act.  The ground has to be prepared, 
the right seed chosen, and it has to be nurtured, especially in its early stages.  Then it starts to sprout 
and grow, until it is time for harvest, when the seed has completed its work. 
 

• What is the seed that makes the kingdom grow? 

• How can it be isolated from weeds and other plants? 

• Is it necessary to ‘prepare the soil’? 

• Where is the field in which the seed is planted? 

• Whose job is it to nurture and how can it be best done? 
 
The second story is in a similar vein.  Jesus gives an every-day image of the kingdom, saying that it is 
like a little mustard seed, yet the bush that grows from the seed is so large and strong that birds can 
nest in it.  We have a similar saying:  From little acorns do mighty oaks grow.  And so the kingdom of 
God grows from something small into something so large it can sustain life. 
 
Both these parables focus on seeds.  The first looks at how seeds are deliberately sown for a particular 
purpose; how care needs to be taken of the young plants until they are strong enough to be left more 
on their own.  The second is a reminder that the seemingly insignificant should not be ignored or 
dismissed, but can in itself bring about great things.  From these two stories, we can learn a lot about 
mission.  Firstly, that in order to be effective it should be intentional and sustained (and sustainable), 
following a specific process.  Secondly, that even if all the seeds do not germinate, even one seed can 
bring about a significant result. 
 

• Do you ‘do’ mission – how? 

• Is yours a scatter-gun approach, or is there order to it? 

• Are you prepared, though, to seize any opportunity which may arise? 

• How is mission sustained? 

• What are the success criteria – are there any? 
 
You will see that there is a very clear link between ‘the kingdom’ and ‘mission’.  The kingdom is a very 
real thing, not a vague place in heaven.  It is here and now.  We can see signs of its presence, and also 
signs of its absence.  Where it is absent, where there is injustice, suffering and oppression in great or 
little ways, maybe those are the areas in which the ‘seed’ must be sown, in order that kingdom may 
be established.  This may be a long process and it is tempting to give up, but the faith of the sower in 
Jesus’ story should be an encouragement.  And we can see that if only one, small seed, sprouts, what 
that effect might be. 


