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Useful numbers and contacts 
Vicar:  
In Vacancy 
 
 
 
Rev’d Valerie Watts  
01692 405119 
Email: rev.valwatts@outlook.com 
 
Rev’d Nigel Paterson 
01263 515607 
E-mail: nigelpaterson.np@gmail.com. 
 
Ordinand 
Jo Haywood 
01692 406091 m 07941 096311 
Email: joannahaywood@aol.com 
 
ST NICHOLAS’ 
NORTH WALSHAM 
Churchwardens 
Roger Buck 
Tel: 01692 219533 
E-mail: rogerb48@outlook.com 
 
Christopher Hargest 
Tel: 01692 405650 
E-mail: chrishargest@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer 
Anna Bright 
Email: treasurer.nwpcc@gmail.com 
 
St Nicholas Church Office 
Parish Administrator/PCC Secretary 
Sheila Ford 
The office is closed to the public at present however 
Sheila may be contactable by the Parish telephone and 
or Parish email 
Magazine articles by 20th of month preceding. 
 
Parish office phone:  01692 408971 
Parish office  
saintnicholasnw@gmail.com 
 
Parish Website:   
www.Saint-Nicholas.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

Advertising 
David Chambers 
Tel 01692 535530 
Email: chambersgroup@btinternet.com 
 
To book the St Benet Hall  
& St Nicholas’ Room 
Please contact Ann Herd: 01692 402705 
Email: annherdb.ed@gmail.com 
 
ALL SAINT’S EDINGTHORPE 
Churchwarden 
Janice Withers 
Tel: 01692 403432 
 
Treasurer 
Sue Raffetto 
Tel: 01692 650540 
E-mail: s.ruffett007@btinternet.com 
Parish Website: 
www.edingthorpe-village.org.uk 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10
076/ 
 
ST MARY’S WORSTEAD 
Churchwarden 
Gwen York 
Tel: 01692 536202 
Email: qwenyork@icloud.com 
 
Treasurer 
Michael Pomroy 
Tel: 01263 732003 
E-Mail: michaelpom@hotmail.com 
Parish Website: 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/54
31/  
 
ST BOTOLPH’S WESTWICK 
Churchwarden 
Saskia Elson 
Tel: 01692 538775. 
Email: saskiaelson@icloud.com 
Parish Website: 
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10082/ 
 
Magazine Subscriptions 
If you would like to subscribe to the magazine, 
please contact (01692 408994 for details and 
costs). 
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Editors Bit 

 

Here we are now in May and although the sun is nice to see, that wind is still quite 

bracing.  Life seems to be getting back slowly to some kind of normality, maybe a new 

kind of normality? The sight of blossom erupting on the branches of trees all around 

gladdens my heart.  

It is nice to see people visiting the Church again now that we are open in the 

mornings and to see some of the congregation who feel happy to attend the services 

again. We will continue to live stream services for those who do not feel ready to 

attend as yet. This last Sunday was the first time back at a service for me and I felt 

very safe due to all the social distancing rules in place. I hope to see you all again in 

Church soon. 

If you have anything for inclusion in the magazine please leave it in the Church when 

you visit or post in the letterbox in the door under the tower. The deadline for the 

June magazine is 20th May. Perhaps you would like to write about what you have 

been up to during the lockdown, many people have taken up or revisited old hobbies 

which may interest us, a poem or a recipe, which brings me to a recipe I have 

revisited. 

Bara Brith. This is a Welsh tea bread that my Welsh nanna used to bake. It is my 

favourite at the moment. 

For those of you watching your waistlines it is made without fat, however how much 

butter you spread on is up to you. 

It is in ounces as I still work that way, I will let you convert to grams. 

 

10 oz. Mixed Fruit 

2/3 pt. Tea (made without milk) 

3 oz. Dark Brown Sugar 

1tsp Mixed Spice 

1 tsp Cinnamon 

1 Large egg 

12 oz. SR Flour (I use Gluten Free) 

Grated rind of 1 lemon 

 

Method 

Soak the fruit in hot tea and leave overnight, the next day strain the fruit and retain 

the tea.Mix together the dry ingredients add the fruit and the egg. Use the retained 

tea to make into a dropping consistency. Place in a greased 

2lb loaf tin and cook on a medium heat 160 fan or gas 4 

for about 40-50 mins. Serve sliced spread with butter. 

This keeps for a week in an airtight tin.  Delicious I 

sometimes add ginger or chopped cherries or prunes to 

give it another type of zing.  It freezes well too. 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/smudie/14684250412
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


All Saints’ Church, Edingthorpe. 

 

 

All Saints’ Church is now open again for in person services. 

  

Services   

 

  9th May. Morning Prayer     9.30am. 

23rd May. Holy Communion. 9.30am. 

  

Things are beginning to get back to some sort 

of normality and we were able to have a 

Service on Easter Sunday but not the normal 

due to restrictions still in place. The Church 

looked lovely with all the beautiful floral 

arrangements and thanks go to all who contributed. 

Services will now continue on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. 

The process for finding a new vicar has begun and we will keep all updated on any 

news. 

 

June Hannant 01692 402337 

 

 

***************************************************************** 

 

 

 St Mary’s Worstead 

 

 

St Mary’s Church is now open again for in person services. 

 

 

Services 

 

     2nd May 9.15 am Holy Communion 

    16th May 9.15 am Morning Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************************************************************************* 

 



Not the Vicar’s Page:  

 

“The Promise of May” 

 

In March I quoted from Monty Don, the TV gardener, and I’m going to do so again! 

He asked his wife what he should write for the May edition of the Gardeners’ World 

magazine. She said “Write about what you would miss if you died tomorrow.” Monty 

thought about what many of us would miss, family and friends, and then he wrote, “I 

realised that in the garden, I’d miss the growing excitement and sense of 

fulfilment exemplified by the month of May. May is the harbour at the end of 

the wide ocean, the view of the mountains from the highest peak of them all. It 

is the place that all the year heads towards.” 

 

The Bible frequently takes us to the ocean shore or to the mountain top. It is where 

we so often discover both the protection and the majesty of God. Such situations 

inspire a sense of joy, optimism and vitality. They are places when we can celebrate 

just being alive in all of creation. 

 

Church-wise, May is a wonderful time of festival richness. This month we have 

Ascension Day, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday; all opportunities to come together, in 

person or via social media, and celebrate the wonder of God and the harvest of love 

and power he plants within each of us. There are also so many saints’ days when we 

can draw from the experiences of apostles and poets, sages and social reformers. 

May really does promise to be a wonderful month for our congregations. 

 

Of course, there is a saying which reads “Ne’er cast a clout til May be out”. A 

warning to keep the winter wardrobe handy just in case of those still chilly days. And, 

in terms of our physical or mental health or general wellbeing, there might be days 

when we do not share the optimism of this time; there might be periods when, 

inwardly, we feel more like winter than the approaching summer. This is a reality for 

so many too, but it can also be an opportunity when we can keep a watchful eye and 

reach out in love to protect and pamper those who are hit by ‘frosty’ days. 

 

And let me return to Monty Don, “I can now sit on a May evening and let the 

day fold up around me, slipping into darkness, and that fifteen minutes is 

enough to ease the longing and feed my soul”. I hope that you will be able to find 

your moments when you can be enfolded by the love of God, when you can 

experience contentment in his presence and feel your inner being, or soul, revitalised 

once again. 

 

Nigel 

 

 

 



Diary of Services 

 

Morning Prayer is held at 9am Daily Monday – Saturday at St Nicholas’ in 

the Lady Chapel (this service is open to all and also live streamed)  

 

  Sunday        2nd May – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

      8.00 am  BCP Holy Communion    St Nicholas’ 

      9.15 am  Morning Prayer     St Mary’s 

    10.30 am            Holy Communion also live streamed St Nicholas’ 

      5.00 pm                 Evening Prayer- live streamed only  St Nicholas’ 

   

  Sunday        9th May – Sixth Sunday of Easter  

    8.00 am   BCP Holy Communion    St Nicholas’ 

    9.30 am   Holy Communion    All Saints’ 

  10.30 am            Holy Communion also live streamed St Nicholas’ 

    5.00 pm                 Evening Prayer- live streamed only  St Nicholas’ 

 

Thursday                 13th May Ascension Day 

     7.30 pm   Holy Communion    St Nicholas’ 

 

 Sunday       16th May – Seventh Sunday of Easter  

    8.00 am          BCP Holy Communion    St Nicholas’ 

    9.30 am          Holy Communion      All Saints’ 

   10.30 am                  Holy Communion also live streamed St Nicholas’ 

     5.00 pm                 Evening Prayer- live streamed only  St Nicholas’ 

 

  Sunday        23rd May - Pentecost  

     8.00 am   BCP Holy Communion    St Nicholas’ 

     9.15 am   Holy Communion    St Mary’s 

   10.30 am            Holy Communion also live streamed St Nicholas’ 

     5.00 pm                 Evensong      St Nicholas’ 

 

Sunday        30th May Trinity Sunday 

     8.00 am   BCP Holy Communion    St Nicholas’ 

     9.15 am   Holy Communion    St Botolph’s 

   10.30 am            Holy Communion also live streamed St Nicholas’ 

     5.00 pm                 Evensong       St Nicholas’ 

 

It is our intention to continue live streaming services from St Nicholas’   

Please note all services are subject to change dependent on instructions from the 

Government and the Church of England regarding worship in Churches. 

Full information can be found on our website and face book page. 

 

************************************************************************ 



Summary of Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners and Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting of St Nicholas’ Parish Church, North Walsham 

Held Wednesday 28th April via Zoom due to Covid restrictions 

 

There were 38 present with 6 apologies noted. 

 

• The First meeting was the Annual PCC meeting for 2020, due to Covid 

this could not take place in April 2020. The minutes of the APCM held on 3rd 

April 2019 were agreed as a true record and duly signed. Matters arising, only one 

regarding the Loop system to go in St Benet Hall which has been placed on the 

agenda for the next PCC meeting. 

The Annual report for 2019 had already been passed by the PCC and will be 

submitted to the Charity Commission. It had not been a good year due to the 

lockdown ending with a deficit of 8.5K. We did receive generous grants and 

donations to pay for the cost of the refurbishment of the East window. There was 

nothing left in the pot for 2020. The Electoral Roll figure of 105 had been carried 

over to 2020. 

• Fabric report for 2019 shows no major works were completed.  

• Deanery Synod report for 2019 – meetings were held every four months.  

• Election of Deanery Synod for 2020. This should have been done in 2020 for 

members to serve to 2023, however due to restrictions this was not done and was 

done at this meeting. David Ballard has stood down. 

Stephen Whittleton and Roger Buck both re standing and Glenda Bacon nominee. All 

elected to stand until 2023. 

End of 1st meeting 

 

• The Second meeting was the Annual Meeting of Parishioners of St 

Nicholas’ Church, North Walsham held 28th April 2021 via Zoom 

• The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2019 were agreed. 

• Election of Church wardens. 

Sally Barran stood down after serving 6 years. 

Roger Buck re stood, Christopher Hargest nominee. Both duly elected and will be in 

post as soon as all checks completed. 

End of Second meeting. 

 

• The Third meeting was the Annual Parochial Church Meeting of St 

Nicholas’ Church North Walsham held 28th April 2021 via Zoom 

• There were no minutes to approve as no meeting held in April 2020 due to 

lockdown. 

• The Electoral Roll officer read his report. There are currently 124 on the roll.  

• The election of PCC members took place. There were 5 places available three for 3 

years and two for 1 year.  

Petra Durham was elected to serve for 1 year. 

Felicity Christian, Hilary Lawler and Chris Sherman were all elected to serve 3 years. 



The election of Sides persons was held with 17 currently serving. All 17 re-elected to 

serve for a further year. 

 

• Annual report for 2020 was discussed. There is now a Finance committee to 

assist the Treasurer. We have adopted the Mission Statement “Seeking to Weave, 

Faith, Hope and Love through our Community”. We received a generous donation 

to pay for CCTV coverage in the garden beside the hall to help avoid the vandalism 

in that area. We have been Zooming meetings and using social media to keep in 

touch with the congregation. Our online services have been well received and we 

thank the clergy for their hard work in producing these. We received an award for 

the best war memorial for the East window. The office was moved to under the 

tower and will be decorated as soon as the roof leaks are dealt with. Services, prayer 

stations and the Poppies were well received once we could allow people into the 

Church. The Posada (Holy family) held their journey around the businesses in the 

Town and Christingles were available for people to make at home. Thank you goes 

to all who arranged these.   

 

• Treasurer’s Report – The treasurer presented her report and despite the 

coronavirus we ended up with an excess income over expenditure for the first time in 

a long while. Income had fallen in 2020 by £16,000. Due to closure of the Church all 

donations, collections and planned giving were down and no fundraising events could 

take place. We received a grant from the NNDC and funds through the job retention 

scheme for the wages bill. These totalled £14,784 

The Parish share we pay each year to the Diocese was reluctantly reduced to help with 

the funds in 2021. This shortfall will need to be paid by the end of 2021 so we need to 

get fundraising as soon as restrictions allow. We saved costs on energy bills due to the 

buildings being closed and there is no bill for cleaning due to generous offers of 

volunteers to take on cleaning the Church. The energy contracts have been renewed 

at a reduced cost however we have a lot of work to keep our heads above water. Our 

budget for 2021 was approved with a predicted deficit of £13k if we pay our full Parish 

share. We are now in the process of setting up a Good Box system of digital payment 

for donations. This is a gadget which will take card payments as many people do not 

carry cash these days. The treasurer was elected to serve for a further year. 

• The Accounts were approved. 

• Sexty & Co were appointed as Independent Examiners 

• The Planned Giving report was presented by Chris Sherman. Tax payers can help 

as any donation or giving that can be donated through the Gift aid system will help our 

funds greatly. Please ask if you are able and wish to do this.  

 

• The Safeguarding Officer’s report was presented by Lois Sherman. It is everyone’s 

responsibility to report any concerns they may have regarding safeguarding. There is a 

flow chart of action and people to speak to up at the back of the Church.  

 



• The Fabric report for 2020 was presented by Roger Buck. 16 roof alarms have 

been placed on the roof to abide by insurance rules and all metal will be marked 

using the Smart Water system.  

• There was no Deanery Synod report submitted due to no meetings held during 2020 

due to the pandemic 

 

• The Alongside Team report was submitted by Felicity Christian. This was set up 

in 2013 to support and visit those in need. It started with 9 members and now has 6 

members. Rev’d Nigel Paterson is the chaplain for the team. 

 

• The Mothers’ Union report was submitted by Ann Herd. They have managed to 

keep in touch and organise something every other month. 

 

• Lay Chair report was submitted by Sarah Rodgers. It has been a year like no other 

and Church life has been very different. We had the news that Rev’d Paul Cubitt was 

leaving us to take up a post in Dereham and then the Pandemic hit. She thanked the 

Clergy for their work in keeping the services going via social media. Our ordinand Jo 

is leaving us soon to serve in Trunch. She was wished well and will be missed. Sally 

Barran was thanked for her service as Church warden for the past 6 years and the 

PCC members were thanked for continuing to meet during the lockdown via zoom. 

The Parish Profile has been put together and will be sent to the Diocese for approval 

to advertise for the next Vicar and a big thank you goes to those who have spent a 

lot of time compiling it. She thanked the Parish Administrator/PCC Secretary for all 

her hard work and the Stewards who help week in and week out to keep the Church 

safe and open for parishioners and visitors. Sarah thanked Ann for her hard work in 

ensuring the halls are safe to use for those booking them and to Tim Blyth for his 

contribution to our musical life in the Church. The fundraising team were thanked, 

this was run by Moya Myerscough, who has now stood down, and we thank her for 

all her hard work. We need to get the fundraising up and running as soon as we can.  

 

• AOB. Sarah Rodgers (Lay Chair) was thanked for all her hard work and the amazing 

job she is doing.  

It was asked if a security light could be placed in the loke next to the Church hall as it 

is quite dark there. This has been placed on the agenda for discussion at the next 

PCC meeting.  

The Church halls have been fogged by the Council and will be virus free for the next 

4-6 weeks at no cost to us.  

There were concerns regarding the amount of paper being used to print service 

books. Unfortunately, we are unable to use the Church books due to Covid 

restrictions so need to print up books for safety.  

 

• All reports can be requested from the Parish Office. 

 

• Next APCM Wednesday 27th April 2022 



 

*********************************************************************************** 

 

New Bishop announced. 
 

10 Downing Street has announced that Her Majesty the Queen has approved the 

nomination of The Venerable Dr Jane Steen, currently Archdeacon of Southwark, to 

be the next Bishop of Lynn. 

  

On her appointment, Jane said: “I am honoured and delighted to have been called to be 

the next Bishop of Lynn and I am looking forward to the new ministry to which God and the 

Church have called me. It will be 

a privilege to minister with the 

clergy and laity of the Lynn 

archdeaconry and to serve the wider 

life of north and west Norfolk." 

 

 


