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23rd May 2021 

Pentecost 

Welcome to our newsletter this week, and what a showery and changeable week it’s been! 

Changeable and showery the weather might have been, but here in church, it’s been anything but!  

During the week, we’ve opened church every day and invited people to come in and prayer. Our 

request for people to set up prayer stations has completely bowled us over – we ended up with 18 

prayer stations, all inviting us to pray in different ways – they were incredible! 

Then in the evening, after our regular Evening Prayers, Chris held a series of ‘Prayer 

Conversations’: the concept was simple – he invited people to come and join him to talk about 

prayer – why they pray, how they pray, and what difference it made. Really profound thoughts and 

insights – if you haven’t yet seen them, can I urge you to catch up with them on Facebook or 

YouTube – really worth your time. 

This Sunday it is Pentecost – the birthday of the church! Trying to work out just how we can make 

this a celebration whilst still keeping Covid safe has taken a fair bit of thought and research, but 

we think we’ve got there! 

So, you are invited, at 10am, to come and join us for a hot drink and a slice of cake (I love cake!).  

So if you normally come to the 9am do stay for a bit, and, if you come for the 10:30, pop along a bit 

earlier. 

There are a few things that we have to do to keep within the requirements: We can only eat and 

drink sitting down (so no mingling or swapping seats I’m afraid) and we have to have a limit of 6 

people per table.  Not perfect, but significantly better than it’s been so please do come – it would 

be lovely just to have time to sit and be with each other. 

Our Toddler Group has also restarted  - it was absolutely wonderful to have people in the hall 

chatting, laughing and just enjoying each other’s company. It was such a relaxed and friendly 

atmosphere so please spread the word: Mondays from 10am-11.30am. And then, from Thursday 

10th June, we will be starting a weekly Thursday toddler group. 

And then our small groups continue – there are three sessions left on the Prayer Course on a 

Wednesday at 7.30pm for you to join. Each session is a ‘stand alone’ so no need to panic if you 

haven’t done some of the earlier ones. Then on a Tuesday and a Thursday we have our Telephone 

Connect Groups – giving a chance to catch up with each other and spend a little bit of time 

thinking about prayer too. 

As we move into June, our plan is to take the time to allow some of these ‘regular’ events to settle 

and to allow a sense of rhythm and normality to return, so keep watching this space, and, when 

you feel ready, come and join us  

Rev Claire 
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Our daughter is feeling cross. Not incensed, but definitely cross 

and not a little bit miffed.  

The reason? This year for the first time she can remember, her 

birthday falls on a school day. A school day that is a Friday no 

less, her worst day of the week. Rather than a leisurely get 

up and a cooked breakfast that she normally gets, instead 

it will be the normal rush of all things school mornings, 

waiting until she returns for a birthday tea treat.  You won’t be 

surprised to know that her brothers, whose birthdays always fall on a 

school day, are not in the slightest bit sympathetic!  

I wonder, what are you experiences and expectations of birthdays? As someone whose birthday 

falls close to Christmas, I tend to hold birthdays quite lightly, as mine has always been consumed 

in the Christmas twinkling lights and general excitement. I often say that I am (I hope) a good friend 

except when it comes to birthdays – I notoriously forget nearly all of them. My husband on the 

other hand, whose birthday falls firmly mid-year, has always had birthdays that are celebrated to 

the full, and when we first got married, merging these two different expectations was quite a 

challenge!  

And on the subject of birthdays, Pentecost, this Sunday, is traditionally entitled ‘the birthday of the 

Church’, and I wonder, what is your expectation of this day? 

Is it a day like most days, when we pay lip service to the Holy Spirit? Or is it a day when you expect 

great things, celebration and a birthday cake to boot?! Or perhaps it lands a little in between those 

two extremes? 

Of course, on that first birthday, it was the day when the Spirit came on the disciples and the 

followers of Jesus. The Spirit who can speak as a gentle whisper, this time chose to come as a 

roaring wind. Whereas before the Spirit was gifted to a few for a specific reason, from this moment 

the Spirit came upon all who believed – those for whom their faith was deep, and those for whom 

their faith journey was only just beginning. 

Indeed, we are told that: 

“I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams”. 

I wonder – do we see the Holy Spirit moving in such a way? That our children who run around the 

church each Sunday morning laughing and joking with each other, that they too receive God’s Holy 

Spirit? That those of us in the prime of youth will see visions, and that those of us with much life 

experience behind us will too be given dreams full of potential and hope? 

Do we come, I wonder, to church with the expectation that God will pour out his Spirit on us? 

Perhaps this might be the year to enlarge our expectations of the Church’s birthday – a birthday of 

course, that we get to celebrate every day of the year….. 

Rev Claire 
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Wednesday’s 

 

Christmas is coming! Oh yes 
it is! 

We were so completely 

bowled over by the joy our 

knitted Crib figures brought 

people last year that we 

thought we'd get started 

earlier for this year so that 

we can bless even more 

people!  The pattern for our 

next KNIT FOR ADVENT 

campaign - this year is now 

available. We've gone for an angel theme - so 

dust off those knitting needles, pass on the 

pattern to anyone you know, and, then, in a 

few months  (well, 6!) we'll collect, bag and get 

ready to scatter them across our Parish!" 

Psalm 93  
26 There go the ships, 

    and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 

27 These all look to you 

    to give them their food in due season; 
28 when you give to them, they gather it up; 

    when you open your hand, they are filled with 

good things. 
29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 

    when you take away their breath, they die 

    and return to their dust. 
30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 

    and you renew the face of the ground. 

31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

    may the LORD rejoice in his works— 
32 who looks on the earth and it trembles, 

    who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

    I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him, 

    for I rejoice in the LORD. 
35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth, 

    and let the wicked be no more. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. 

Praise the LORD! 

Collect  

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Nikki’s Notes:  

It's been a busy few weeks since I last put pen (or keyboard) to paper (or screen) for the 

newsletter.  Already we are coming towards the end of another half term in schools and looking to 

the end of the academic year..... what a year it has been. The easing of restrictions has meant that 

life at home has gotten a little busy again,  my boys have gone back to Beavers, swimming lessons 

have recommenced and we are looking forward to a mini break in the next few weeks. Can we see 

a little bit of normal on the horizon? I'm not sure, but I think I can see a light.  

Our toddler group re-opened this week and was received very well by those who attended and of 

course we have been taking part in Thy Kingdom Come again this year. Our thanks go to those who 

prepared prayer stations and hope that if you were able to go you enjoyed the experience. 

And so to next time............ take care, stay safe. .       NIkki 
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Acts 2.1-21 

2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 

together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven 

there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 

and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability. 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation 

under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound 

the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native 

language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they 

asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 

our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 

Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about God’s 

deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, “What does this 

mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are 

filled with new wine.” 

 

 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his 

voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 

listen to what I say.  
15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it 

is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what 

was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 

18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 

19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord’s great and 

glorious day. 

21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 

shall be saved.’  

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

John 15.26-27;16.4b-15 
 

26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to 

you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes 

from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27 You 

also are to testify because you have been with me 

from the beginning. 
4 But I have said these things to you so that when 

their hour comes you may remember that I told you 

about them. 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, 

because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to him 

who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are 

you going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to 

you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7 Nevertheless I 

tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 

away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 

come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  

 

 

8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong 

about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about 

sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 about 

righteousness, because I am going to the Father and 

you will see me no longer; 11 about judgment, 

because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you 

cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will 

not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he 

hears, and he will declare to you the things that are 

to come. 14 He will glorify me, because he will take 

what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the 

Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 

take what is mine and declare it to you. 

This is the gospel of the Lord,  

Praise to you O Christ 


