
ST MATTHEW’S PARISH CHURCH REDHILL 

NEWSLETTER FOR SUNDAY 18TH APRIL 2021 

A CHANGED FORMAT IN CHANGING TIMES 

Fr Mick writes…. 

Dear Friends, 

This last week seems to have been a time of sharing memories of various meetings with His 

Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh.  I was fortunate to have been in close proximity to 

him once when I got my Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award at a Garden Party at Buckingham 

Palace and then, more recently, I actually met him at a dinner at St James Palace.  This 

second occasion also had to do with The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. Julia and I 

were taken as guests by a member of my congregation and his wife who were in business 

and supported the scheme financially.  There were about 80 to 100 guests, the Duke came 

round and exchanged a few words with each of us. He asked my business friend, “did you 

have a bath before you came out?”  Strange question!  After an excellent meal, during 

which, whilst looking round at the palatial surroundings, I thought to myself, “I could get 

used to this”, the Duke addressed the assembled company.  He spoke, without notes, for 

about 8 minutes and basically told the business people present to get out their cheque 

books and contribute to this good cause so close to his heart.  It was a blunt but compelling 

oration which came from a deep conviction as to the worthiness of the cause. 

After the meal we were entertained by the violinist, Nigel Kennedy, who played everything 

from Bach to Jimi Hendrix.  We happened to be sitting on the same table as his manager 

who, during the meal, kept us all entertained with tales of Nigel’s antics.  This confirmed my 

suspicions that he was in fact a genius nut case. I feel however, that the Duke and Nigel 

have at least one thing in common; they found a role in life and pursued it with 

commitment and passion. Both, I imagine, could be quite difficult to deal, with but that is 

true of most visionary people.  My guess is that St Paul was no pussy cat if you got on the 

wrong side of him and Jesus Himself certain spoke His mind without hesitation.  

With Prince Philip’s death, it feels to me, like the beginning of the end of an era and I must 

confess I am more than a little anxious about the future.  The Queen and the Prince got 

married the year before I was born, so this dynamic Royal Duo have been a presence in my 

life for as long as I have lived.  I feel his demise, expected as it was, acutely.  So, my prayers 

go out for the repose of the Duke’s soul and for Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal 

Family as they mourn his passing. 

One wonders what he might say to us as we look forward.  Whatever it might be, no doubt 

it would be quite forthright.  We know Prince Phillip was brought up in the Greek Orthodox 

Tradition and faith meant a great deal to him, it sustained him and enabled him to engage 

in a role he had not chosen, with commitment and determination.  He utilised his privileged 

position for the good of both the nation and individuals like me.  In this I feel he set an 



example of non-pious Christian living and I hope that I am able, by God’s grace, to do the 

same in the situation I now find myself in.   

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST MATTHEW’S  

Sunday Services continue - at 8am  9.30am and 11am 

( if you have previously registered to attend one of these services - just come along as 

before but if you are coming for the first time please contact  

juliae@stmatthews-redhill.org.uk) 

 

MONDAY - SATURDAY  8.30am  Morning Prayer 

 

WEDNESDAY 21st 10 AM HOLY COMMUNION 
 

On line services continue to be available each Sunday from 8am. There is both a Parish 

Communion Service and a Small Steps reflection for our younger members. 

 

FOODBANK OPEN MON/WEDS/FRI  12NOON - 2PM 
 

OUR ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING 

Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting due to have been held in church this coming 
Wednesday 21 April is now CANCELLED. 
The revised date for the meeting will now be TUESDAY 25 May at 8pm. 

This is because current guidance recommends that meetings such as this should be held on 
zoom until current restrictions are lifted hopefully on 17 May - and we would prefer to hold 
this meeting in church in due course. 
 
There are 4 vacancies for membership of the PCC - check with Fr. Andrew at the end of the 

services today if you would like to stand. 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED IN ANY WAY TO THE SERVICES FOR HOLY 
WEEK AND EASTER AND THOSE WHO BEAUTIFIED OUR CHURCH AND OUR GROUNDS WITH 
FLOWERS 
 

mailto:juliae@stmatthews-redhill.org.uk


PASTORAL CARE AND PASTORAL SUPPORT -  if you need any help at all please do contact 

any member of the Staff Team - we are always ready to do what we can to help.  

EXPLORING THE SCRIPTURES   

Fr Mick's Bible Blog "Exploring the Scriptures" can be found here: Exploring the Scriptures  

 

DONATE TO THE LIFE OF ST. MATTHEW'S 

If you would like to donate to the work and mission of St Matthew's you can donate 

online using this link. 

  
OLD WELLIES - if you have any old wellington boots that you no longer need - we can make 
use of them in a gardening project one of our members is involved in - just leave them by 
the door to the coffee shop for collection - any size! any colour! 
 

OUR SERVICES CONTINUE TO BE BROADCAST ONLINE… Sunday morning service of Holy 
Communion is at 8am on Facebook (@StMattsRedhill ) and on our Youtube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5tKJiHIsZ-7wHLKqlShlSA ). The Small Steps 
reflections is also available and the video is published at the same time, on the same 
platforms and is thoroughly recommended viewing!  

 

If you don’t have access to online resources, the church has 

set up this free phone resource. You will need to listen to the 

whole of the introduction before making your choice of what 

to listen to. 
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