
ST MATTHEW’S PARISH CHURCH REDHILL 

NEWSLETTER FOR SUNDAY 11TH APRIL 2021 

A CHANGED FORMAT IN CHANGING TIMES 

Rev Rosemary writes…. 

Dear Friends, 

Whilst Christians worldwide were awaiting Easter Sunday to celebrate the resurrection of 

Christ; this year, I think brought another relief, delight, for many people in this country and 

that was meeting family for a meal.  Not your whole family – but it was a start.  We met our 

son and his family in their garden, and our two daughters and their families met in one of 

their gardens.  It didn’t matter that that it was rather chilly, for the sun shone to cheer us 

up.  We met our grandchildren for the first time since last August. When they lived in Hong 

Kong it seemed normal to go months without seeing them, but now they are in Reigate, 

that seemed weird.  And I never knew children could grow so much in nine months!  With 

my eyesight I think I would have walked past them in the street.  

I think one, of many things, we have all learned during this pandemic is that we all need 

each other.  We may be self-sufficient, but we are not THAT self-sufficient.  We need, not 

just our families, but we need our friends, we need to be able to chat to people, talk about 

how we are coping, what we are missing.  We can talk to people on the phone, on zoom or 

whatever but I don’t think it is the same as talking face to face.  Just being able to nod your 

head, say ‘well, you know’ can convey so much. 

I realise we are lucky, two grand-daughters live in Scotland, but the rest of us are fairly 

local.  So, when we are told we can meet up again, it is something we can do, but sadly that 

isn’t the case for everyone.  Meeting up for people in Nursing homes can still be difficult, 

and also for families who live miles apart – for we don’t have free movement yet, and we 

cannot stay overnight, we cannot yet go inside someone’s house.  We have to be careful; 

the virus is being tamed but it has not yet been defeated.  We must do all we can to beat it. 

If someone had told us two years ago what lay ahead, we wouldn’t have believed it, that 

this pandemic has killed so many people not just in this country but worldwide would have 

been inconceivable.  We need to learn to respect our world, not just from pandemics, but 

from carelessness.  We need to stop thinking we can lead our lives just as we please, burn 

as much fuel as we wish, cut down forests, build where we want, and leave our rubbish 

behind us where ever we go.  Two years ago, we sailed down the Danube, a beautiful 

cruise, wonderful scenery.   That is until we reached the Danube delta and the Black Sea, it 

may not all be the same, but where we were the delta appeared to be home to thousands 

of plastic bags, the whole world must change its ways.  



I began by talking of the joy of Easter.     Christ died and rose from the dead to buy salvation 

for us.  Let us vow to work to protect our environment so future generations may be able to 

live on earth. 

Rev Rosemary 

PS.   Earlier in my letter I talked about my eye sight.  I wish to apologise if I have appeared 

to ignore you at any time.  My near vision is very damaged, I need a magnifying glass as well 

as glasses to read, but there is nothing I can do to help me recognise people when I am out.  

I can see someone is there but I cannot see your facial features until you are just at the side 

of me, by which time you probably feel I have snubbed you.  My apologies if that is so – you 

can try shouting at me!    

 

THIS WEEK AT ST MATTHEW’S  

Sunday Services continue - at 8am, 9.30am and 11am 

( if you have previously registered to attend one of these services - just come along as 

before but if you are coming for the first time please contact juliae@stmatthews-

redhill.org.uk) 

MONDAY - SATURDAY  8.30am  Morning Prayer 

 

MONDAY 12TH  8PM  Finance and Standing committee on zoom 
  

WEDNESDAY 14TH 10 AM  Holy Communion 
 

On line services continue to be available each Sunday from 8am. There is both a Parish 

Communion Service and a Small Steps reflection for our younger members. 

 

Thank you to all those who contributed in any way to the services for holy week and 
easter and those who beautified our church and our grounds with flowers 
 

Foodbank open Mon/Weds/Fri  12noon - 2pm 
 

ELECTORAL ROLL - if your details for the electoral roll have changed from last year do let Fr 

Andrew know ..there is a list on the board - or if you are new to St Matthew's and would 

like to complete a form do let Fr. Andrew know. 
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OUR ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING TAKES PLACE ON WEDNESDAY 21 APRIL AT 8PM IN 

CHURCH - there are 4 vacancies for membership of the PCC - check with Fr Andrew at the 

end of the services today if you would like to stand . 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND PASTORAL SUPPORT -  if you need any help at all please do contact 

any member of the Staff Team - we are always ready to do what we can to help.  

 

EXPLORING THE SCRIPTURES   

Fr Mick's Bible Blog "Exploring the Scriptures" can be found here: Exploring the Scriptures  

 

DONATE TO THE LIFE OF ST. MATTHEW'S 

If you would like to donate to the work and mission of St Matthew's you can donate 

online using this link. 

  
OLD WELLIES - if you have any old wellington boots that you no longer need - we can make 
use of them in a gardening project one of our members is involved in - just leave them by 
the door to the coffee shop for collection - any size! any colour! 
 

OUR SERVICES CONTINUE TO BE BROADCAST ONLINE… Sunday morning service of Holy 
Communion is at 8am on Facebook (@StMattsRedhill ) and on our Youtube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5tKJiHIsZ-7wHLKqlShlSA ). The Small Steps 
reflections is also available and the video is published at the same time, on the same 
platforms and is thoroughly recommended viewing!  

 

If you don’t have access to online resources, the church has 

set up this free phone resource. You will need to listen to the 

whole of the introduction before making your choice of what 

to listen to. 
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