
Sunday 11th April 2021 

2nd Sunday of Easter 

Welcome to everyone today both in our church buildings and 

those who join us from their homes. 

This morning’s services are both live-streamed on St Thomas’ 

Facebook page. We hope that our dial-in will also work. You should be 

able to listen live, or later, by dialling 01706 599309.  

Some safety reminders now we’re back in church: 

• Please keep face coverings in place over nose and mouth during 

the service 

• The hymns are sung by choir alone  

• Please remain in your places until invited to move by a steward 

• Please don’t wander to chat to friends – sorry 

• Please take service sheets with you at the end 

• Please disperse quickly at the end of the service and please 

don’t congregate outside to chat 

 

Following the sad news of the death of HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of 

Edinburgh, our services today will begin with prayers, a Silence and the 

National Anthem. The Union flag will be flown at half-mast until Prince 

Philip’s funeral has taken place. 

 

The Collect 

Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins 

and to rise again for our justification: 

grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness 

that we may always serve you 

in pureness of living and truth; 

through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 



 

First Reading Acts 4.32-35  

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 

soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 

everything they owned was held in common. With great power the 

apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 

great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought 

the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it 

was distributed to each as any had need.  

 

Gospel Reading John 20.19-end 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 

of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 

‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When 

he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the 

Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  

But Thomas (who was called the Twin*), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have 

seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails 

in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 

his side, I will not believe.’  

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, 

‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 

in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord 

and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 

believe.’  

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 

are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may 



come to believe* that Jesus is the Messiah,* the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name.  

 

Prayer after Communion 

Lord God our Father, 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ 

you have assured your children of eternal life 

and in baptism have made us one with him: 

deliver us from the death of sin 

and raise us to new life in your love, 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

The Week Ahead & Information 
 

Monday-Saturday 

9am Morning Prayer  on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

5pm Evening Prayer  on St James’ Facebook page  

(not Saturday) 

Tuesday 1.30pm Funeral service for Joyce Murphy RIP at St James’ 

Wednesday 12pm Lunch deliveries 

Thursday 7pm St James’ PCC in church 

Saturday 2pm Wedding of Andrew & Catherine, St Thomas’ 

Next Sunday – 3rd Sunday of Easter 

  9.15am  Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

  10.45am Eucharist at St James’ 

  12pm  Holy Baptism of Jenson, St James’ 

Thank You 

to everyone who helped make our Easter Sunday celebrations so 

special – flower arrangers, flower-money-donors, cleaners, shifters, 

stewards, musicians and congregations both in church and on line. 

 



Wednesday Lockdown Lunches 

Please book one of our homemade lunches with Fr Andrew by the 

previous Saturday. Absolutely anyone is eligible. No charge but 

donations of £5 welcome. Fr Andrew – 

andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com, 07460 899451 

Our frozen main meals are available to order. Please let us know of anyone 

who might benefit from a delivery. The current menu includes: Lasagne, 

Cottage Pie, Chicken Korma & Rice, Tuna Pasta Bake, Macaroni Cheese, 

Chili & Rice 

Church Flowers 

If you would like to make a gift to pay for flowers for a particular 

Sunday – in memory, in thanksgiving, for whatever reason, please sign 

up for your Sunday on the list at the back of each of our churches. You 

can pass your gift to one of the clergy, Julie Goodwin, Marjorie 

Charnley or Elizabeth Smart. 

Annual Meetings 

St Thomas’, Sunday 9 May, St James’, Sunday 16 May following the 

morning services. There are vacancies on both PCCs and for 

Secretaries. Please keep this date in your diary and consider if you’re 

able to offer some time to help lead our churches. 

Prayers 
Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our weekly 

prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539264279) 

For your prayers 
For the Church and her preaching of the Gospel of Resurrection, hope and 

joy throughout the world 

For peace in the whole world and for all aid agencies bringing relief and help 

In thanksgiving for gradual easing of lockdown restrictions and for all who 

work to vaccinate throughout the world 

For our church community and for people to offer to serve on our PCCs 

For the sick: Ian, Denzil, Edna, Charley, Rita, Mother Enid, Judith, Mandy, 

Wynne, Lizzie, Margaret, Tom, Suelyn 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall in the 

coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 


