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St Thomas Newsletter – February 2021 
 
Message from Janet 
 
It might not feel like it but spring is coming! If you 
look closely up here on the hill there are 
snowdrops pushing their brave little heads up out 
of the soil and preparing to start the lovely parade 
of colour that is our churchyard in spring. I always 
find the first spring flowers such a hopeful sign, 
warmer weather will come and the birds will nest 
in the laurel and the trees around about. Spring is 
a time to realise that we are not forgotten, God 
has organised such a beautiful place for us to live 
that we cannot help but be glad, even in such 
uncertain times. 
 
It isn’t just the flowers that are giving signs for 
hope is it? The vaccination programme gives us 
cause to believe that sooner or later we will be out 
and about and able to meet again in person. Here 
in the Rochdale deanery we have learned a lot 
about technology which we can use in the future. 
We have also had to work together more closely 
which, given the financial situation most churches 
find ourselves in, is going to be very important as 
we think about the new world that comes after 
Covid. It is good to remember that we are not just 
one lovely building on a hill but a huge body of 
people, an international communion of Christians 
and whatever the future looks like, it will be 
blessed by God. We will find ways of being church, 
being God’s people and blessing God’s creation as 
surely as we are blessed. 
 
We pray for those we have lost to this terrible 
disease and we remember those who are 
struggling to cope, then we turn to a brighter day. 
Be kind to those around you, and to yourself, and 
never forget that the one who created you is 
faithful, loves you past anything you can imagine 
and will be with you in all things. 
 
God bless 
Janet   
 

 

We invite you to pray for our nation 
The Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York have 
written an open letter to the 
nation as we reach the 
dreadful milestone of losing 
100,000 people to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
The Archbishops invite 
everyone to pause as we reflect on the enormity 
of this pandemic. They said, "100,000 isn’t just an 
abstract figure. Each number is a person: someone 
we loved and someone who loved us. We also 
believe that each of these people was known to 
God and cherished by God. 
 
"We therefore encourage everyone who is feeling 
scared, or lost or isolated to cast their fears on 
God." 
 
Starting on 1 February we invite you to set aside 
time every evening to pray, particularly at 6pm 
each day. More than ever, this is a time when we 
need to love each other. Prayer is an expression of 
love.  
 
How can you get involved? Click the link below for 
the Church of England’s free resources and pray 
for our nation every day at 6pm. 
 

Visit website  

 
 
 
 

https://manchesterdiocese.cmail19.com/t/r-l-juuluun-utudiuhldu-x/
https://manchesterdiocese.cmail19.com/t/r-l-juuluun-utudiuhldu-x/
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=b8bc1236e09b17a3b057bd8c48b3273403c17674ba2d16c055a1e901505ddfdbdfea980276bdc7ccac6dfd83a0c14fac7a7b9d9b0039fa52
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Prayer: We remember before 
God those who have died and 
we pray that God's love will 
surround all who mourn 
them, now and always. 

 
Gracious God, as we remember before you the 
thousands who have died, surround us and all who 
mourn with your strong compassion. 
Be gentle with us in our grief, protect us from 
despair, and give us grace to persevere and face 
the future with hope in Jesus Christ our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
________________________________________ 
 
Electoral Roll 
Are there members of our Church who are not on 
the Electoral Role?  
 
What is the Electoral Roll?  
The church’s Electoral Roll is the register of its 
voting members; it is a list of those qualified to 
attend and to vote at the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM).  
 
What difference does been on the Electoral Roll 
make?  
 
You become a voting member of the Church and 
can vote on the elections for parish members on 
the deanery synod and parochial church council. 
   
You become may raise any questions of a parochial 
or general church interest at the meeting.   
Who can be on the Electoral Roll?  
 
Baptised adults (over 16 years) who live in the 
parish, or who have worshipped regularly at St 
Thomas for at least six months and are committed 
to being part of the life of the local Church of 
England congregation. 
 
Why now?  
Annual Parochial Church Meeting is coming up in 
April. 
 
If you would like more information on the Electoral 
Role, the APCM or how you apply to become a 
member, please let Pam, Judith or Sally know    
________________________________________ 

Let's Talk Loneliness - webinar 
Online / 9 February: 10am 

 
This webinar, open to 
churches in Lancashire & 
Manchester, will focus 
on loneliness and ways 
in which we can all 
respond effectively. 
 

This interactive workshop is an opportunity to find 
out more about the impact that loneliness and 
social isolation can have on the lives of older 
people (and those of all ages). We will be 
discussing ways in which churches and individual 
Christians can make a difference in their local 
communities and exploring potential informal and 
more organised approaches. 
 
For further information and to register, please visit 
Eventbrite. 
________________________________________ 
 
Greater Manchester Remembers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greater Manchester Remembers is an online space to 
honour those that have died as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic who have lived in, or have a link to, 
Greater Manchester. 
 
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
________________________________________ 

LAY COURSES - OFFER WIDER ACCESS 

Sign up by 7 March 

The new general 
lay training 
pathway opens 
up and offers 
wider access to 
our current lay 
training courses 

https://manchesterdiocese.cmail19.com/t/r-l-juuluun-utudiuhldu-e/
https://manchesterdiocese.cmail19.com/t/r-l-juuluun-utudiuhldu-q/
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=b8bc1236e09b17a3f031327ad84eb183fac2c8c37b8a7efd7baf390d8f6ef3d9d57c8b8cd6ede4fa715a72d05eb7a970b7cac6d897ecf16d94bd578e8ba1c967
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and comes out of our vision to see all lay people 
empowered, enable and equipped; not just those 
seeking authorisation or licensing through our 
existing programmes such as Authorised Lay 
Ministry (ALM) and Reader Ministry. 
 
ALM and Reader Ministry will still remain as a 
distinct training pathways but they will no longer 
be the only way to access lay training courses. All 
nine of the Ministry Training Electives offered on 
the ALM course are now also open as stand-alone 
courses to any lay people wanting to develop their 
calling and gifting to Christian ministry and service. 
 
The new pathway involves a much simplified 
application process but will still require a 
recommendation from an appropriate parish 
representative. 
 
Please discuss with Janet if you feel a calling to Lay 
Ministry. 
 
Find out more 
________________________________________ 
 
COVID-19: always follow the guidance for the 
safe use of places of worship: 
 
Approximately 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus 
have no symptoms and could be spreading it 
without realising it. 
 
Remember - ‘Hands. Face. Space.’ 
 
hands –Sanitize hands thoroughly on entry and 
before exit. 
face – wear a face covering in church (unless 
exempt)  
space – stay 2 metres apart wherever possible and 
DO NOT mingle with anyone you do not live with 
or have not formed a support bubble with. 
 
In all circumstances, you should follow 
the guidance on meeting others safely. 
 
DO NOT attend if you are self-isolating, feel unwell 
or have any of the recognised symptoms of Covid-
19. 
 
Track & Trace: registration is required on the 
service sign in sheet, however you can also scan 

our NHS QR code on arrival using the NHS COVID-
19 app.  
 
Download the NHS COVID-19 APP here 

  
________________________________________ 
 
Pastoral Care 
Please contact Janet: 
Tel:  01706 594284 
Email:  hildaofwhitby67@gmail.com  
________________________________________ 

 
St Thomas on Facebook 
Our online services are available via Facebook. 
Please like our page @stthomasnewhey  
 
Janet’s recorded reflections are available every 
Wednesday and Thursday morning (between 9–
11am, except during periods of annual leave). 
 
________________________________________ 
 
Live the Word  
If you would like to receive scanned copies of the 
weekly sheets for February, please email 
stthomaschurchnewhey@outlook.com 
________________________________________ 
 
Get involved If you have an article or story you 
would like to share with your friends at St Thomas 
please get in touch. Please email your article, 
story, photos to  
stthomaschurchnewhey@outlook.com  by  
Monday, 22nd February 2021. 
 
 
 
 

https://manchesterdiocese.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jukhjjjt-utudiuhldu-d/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
mailto:hildaofwhitby67@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/stthomasnewhey/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV4BhB-ahAwFnC_nnoGpBpOxEgwvE2Rdt0hUC6QWZygN6hjiW_z6pLADVG375Efex9JtyMP6e-cxtqJx3Lgbut2RzcKfavMUEDf6yPv_zM_cx7jqt45626zK5GSA6wgWO02imcNMaHUS5lNrb8rZaOLHFzfrI42DQV0KgKEa2kRUyf-vaBAUiYBMK0T3qKPEcm24K7NWyUIB6zxzk3I574u&__tn__=kC%2CP-R
mailto:stthomaschurchnewhey@outlook.com
mailto:stthomaschurchnewhey@outlook.com
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1520427663
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.nhs.covid19.production
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