
Welcome back to church! Today marks our return to the 
physical church building, and we hope another step on the 
road to normality.  The same rules still apply: face masks, 
hand sanitiser, social distancing, communion in one kind, 
AND we NOT encouraged to mingle or chat in the building!

Several challenges face us as a community here at St 
Mary’s: how we emerge from the Covid lockdowns; 
new roles needed at the APCM; the financial impact of 
a year of lockdowns… so we’re organising a Day of 
Prayer to seek God’s help and direction.  8.45am - 
7pm Wed 28 April - see poster for more details.

100 Club:  The next 100 Club draw will take place today!  
 If you would like to join and be included in the next draw, 
please contact Ann at annridley00@gmail.com or phone 
07711 942497. 

There is now a 
recycling point for 
old ink cartridges 
from printers, in church 
(under the Tower), so 
don’t throw them away - 
give them a new lease of 
life!

Ann Bird writes:  A huge thank you to everyone who has 
been munching their way through cheese and chocolate 
etc.. during lockdown just to pop the wrappers in our 
recycling bin at the back of church! It all helps raise 
money for Aspens, a charity in the South East, which 
provides care and support to help people living with 
disabilities, complex needs and autism.
Not only can we accept crisp, popcorn, pretzel and nut 
packets, as well as biscuit, cracker and cake wrappers, 
we can also collect dishwasher tablet/salt packaging, 
plastic wipe packaging and flexible tubes (including 
toothpaste tubes) used for personal care and beauty 
products. Plus, you can drop off the triggers on cleaning 
products and liquid soap dispensers too.
So please carry on collecting! If you have any questions, 
please email Abird@waitrose.com Thank you.

Children’s Society boxes are available to return - 
please ask one of the clergy.

Covid Champions Richard & Jenny write:  West Sussex residents 
who have no means to get to their COVID-19 vaccination 
appointment are now able to book a free return journey to 
help them attend. You will need to book your vaccination 
appointment first and then call 01444 275008 between 
10:00-13:00 and 14:00-17:00 Monday to Friday. Once you are 
through to a travel coordinator you will be asked the 
following questions:
• Do you have access to transport to attend your 

vaccine appointment?
• Do you have a family member, friend or carer who 

can help with transport? They do not have to be in 
your bubble as per government guidelines.

If both of these options are not available the travel 
coordinator will arrange transport for you, including any 
additional needs such as wheelchair-friendly vehicles. All 
transport providers have signed up to a COVID-19 safety 
policy to ensure that all precautions are in place for a safe 
journey.

This year’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting is 
planned for 12noon on Sun 16 May in church.  There 
are 3 places on the PCC and Kathy is keen to hand 
over the Treasurer’s role - so plenty to get involved 
with!

We’re very grateful to Mike Baldock who has organised 
the Coffee Rota at St Mary’s for many years.  Mike’s stepping 
back, so once things return to normal we’ll need a new 
Coffee Champion!

Please remember in your prayers those in 
special need especially:  Gordon;  Janet; June 
Kirkham; Sue Ralph; Lucy Parkes;  Sue Douglas; Angie 
Jackson; Ruth Sherwin; Lou; Andrew Moore; David 
Penfold; Mary Davey; John White.
We remember those who’ve died recently: Colin 
Carter; Philip, Duke of Edinburgh;
and those whose anniversary falls this coming 
week:  Sisters Margaret, Harriet-May, Olive & Ellen of 
The Cross; Arthur Saunders; Maurice Branfield; Olive 
Wright; Daphne Rogers; Michael Goodston; Alan 
Brandon-Trehearne; Vivien Wallis; Helen Chaproniere.

Next Sunday’s readings (25 April:  Easter 4): Acts 
4.5-12; 1 John 3.16-end; John 10.11-18
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Collect:
Almighty Father, who in your great mercy 
gladdened the disciples with the sight of the 
risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his 
presence with us that we may be strengthened 
and sustained by his risen life and serve you 
continually in righteousness and truth;  through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God now and for ever.

A reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles:
Peter addressed the people, "You Israelites, 
why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or 
piety we had made him walk?   The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified 
his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he 
had decided to release him. But you rejected 
the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have 
a murderer given to you, and you killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the 
dead. To this we are witnesses.   And by faith in 
his name, his name itself has made this man 
strong, whom you see and know; and the faith 
that is through Jesus has given him this perfect 
health in the presence of all of you.
"And now, friends, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way 
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all 
the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 
Repent therefore, and turn to God so that 
your sins may be wiped out.

A reading from the first letter of John:
See what love the Father has given us, that we 
should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, 
we are God's children now; what we will be 
has not yet been revealed. What we do know 
is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. And all who have 

this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is 
pure.
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that 
he was revealed to take away sins, and in him 
there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; 
no one who sins has either seen him or known 
him. Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, 
just as he is righteous.

A reading from the Gospel of St Luke:
While the eleven and their companions were 
talking about what they had heard, Jesus 
himself stood among them and said to them, 
"Peace be with you." They were startled and 
terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. He said to them, "Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that 
it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have." And when he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet. While in their joy 
they were disbelieving and still wondering, he 
said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?" 
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he 
took it and ate in their presence.
Then he said to them, "These are my words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you 
that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer 
and to rise from the dead on the third day, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things.”

Post Communion:
Living God, your Son made himself known to 
his disciples in the breaking of bread: open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in all his 
redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now 
and for ever.

Easter 3  18 April 2021
Acts 3.12-19; 1 John 3.1-7; Luke 24.36b-48


