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Jesus has risen 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might 
go to anoint Jesus’ body.  Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the 
tomb and they asked each other, ‘Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?’ 

But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.  As they entered the 
tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 

‘Don’t be alarmed,’ he said.  ‘You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.  He has risen!  He is not 
here.  See the place where they laid him.  But go, tell his disciples and Peter, “He is going ahead of you into Galilee.  
There you will see him, just as he told you.”’ 

Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb.  They said nothing to anyone, because they 
were afraid. 

Gospel - Mark 16: 1-8   (New English Version UK    NIVUK) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reflection from our Reader Anne Thompson  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Go Tell’ 

The climax of Mark’s Gospel is Christ’s resurrection without which Jesus’ death would have been a tragedy, but in the 
light of the resurrection He is declared to be the Son of God with power.  Some of the women who followed Jesus are 
the first on the scene, which questions where are the men, are they in hiding fearing for their lives, do the women 
have freedom of movement, do the Roman guards see the women as non-threatening.  So many questions and Mark 
does not offer us any answers, so perhaps we too do not need to ask or to presume. 

The women have followed Jesus and met his needs with food and shelter (Lk 8:3) and we recall the moment when 
Mary Magdalen washed Jesus’ feet first with her tears and then anoints him with very expensive oil, a very simple task 
but carried out with such love and gratitude (Lk 7:37).  The women have stood close and witnessed the crucifixion 
they have not let their gaze wonder away from Him.  They saw where he was buried and as soon as they possibly 
could, without breaking the Sabbath law, they bought spices and went to anoint Jesus’ body as it lay in the tomb.   
Mark highlights the fact that no one expected Jesus to be anywhere but in the tomb, as we read the women as they 
approach the tomb ask the question “how will we roll the stone away.”  Three years the disciples have followed and 
listened they have watched and witnessed many miracles performed by Jesus yet they had not grasped the 
resurrection, today we live with hind sight, but at that moment the first followers of Christ had no idea.  The stone 
which closed the entrance had been moved and the women entered but all they saw was a man dressed in white who 
told them “Don’t be alarmed, you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.  He has risen!  He is not 
here.  See the place the place where they laid him.  but go, tell his disciples and Peter, he is going ahead of you into 
Galilee.  There you will see him just as he told you.”  

For me the women are the first to witness the empty tomb and the first to become evangelists as they were to tell 
the disciples and Peter what they heard and saw.  This commission of ‘Go Tell’ does not rest with the early followers 
but is given to each of us today.  It is not an easy calling; it is risky with much scepticism that we will encounter along 
the way.  I pray that we will all watch and wait as we journey through Holy week and into Good Friday where we must 
move from the crucifixion to the joy of the resurrection and on Easter day affirm together, 'Alleluia he is risen, he is 
risen indeed Alleluia.'    A lady called Cecil Francis Alexander wrote the hymn ‘He is risen’; “Said the angel, He is 
risen, tell it out with joyful voice.  He has burst his three days prison, let the whole wide earth rejoice.  Death is 
conquered, we are free, Christ has won the victory.”   Amen. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE  -   'YOUR WORD OF THE WEEK' AND 'JUNIOR WORD' 
WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED NEXT WEEK (SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - 11th APRIL) 

WE RETURN FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER - 18th APRIL 



 

We come together in Prayer 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Collect for Easter Day 

God of all life and power, who through the mighty 
resurrection of your Son overcame the old order 
of sin and death to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you 
in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise 
and honour, glory and might, now and in all 
eternity.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

THIS COMING WEEK ONLY 
Tuesday      
           ‘Your Song’   Let us know your favourite hymns / worship music and we will share on our Facebook pages.   
7.00pm       Evening Worship in the Telephone Prayer Room. For joining instructions, please contact Carleton Morris 

or email contact.christchurchwheelock@gmail.com  PLEASE DO CHECK with your phone  provider that 03 
numbers are included in your tariff to avoid extra charges.  

Wednesday 
9.00am         Morning Prayer on Zoom.  For joining instructions, please contact Carleton Morris (details above)  
11.00am       Morning Worship for all the church family at home - Facebook Live stream  St Matthew, St Michael and  
           Christ Church feeds. 
Thursday  
7.20pm        Bible Study on Zoom is taking a break, returning Thursday 22nd April - Exploring God's mercy - by the Rt. 

Revd Steven Croft, Bishop of Oxford - book available on Amazon.   
SUNDAY - SECOND OF EASTER - 11th APRIL  
9.30am       Morning Worship for all St Matthew's church family - in church and Facebook Live stream.  
10.45am      Morning Worship for all Christ Church's family - in church and Facebook Live stream.  Christ Church    
           Annual Parochial Church Meeting thereafter. 
11.00am     Morning Worship for all St Michael's church family - in church only. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION - CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
 

All benefice churches are open for public worship.  However, this will be according to strict Covid guidance - face masks 
to be worn, the sanitising of hands and two metre distancing.  YOU WILL NEED TO PRE-BOOK BEFOREHAND.  Your 

contacts - Jane McCombie at St Matthew, Linda Clark or Helen Ledward at St Michael & Carleton Morris at Christ Church. 
 
 

Intercessions 

Today is a day of great joy.  Jesus Christ is risen!  He is alive and 

always with us.  Nothing can ever separate us from his love, not 

even death, for Christ has brought us life eternal.  We can seek his 

help through prayer, so let us turn to him now. 

We pray that God will help us to be confident about the grounds 

for our faith and enable us to be more effective witnesses. 

We pray for those who feel God is far away; that they will be 

comforted by the Easter message that Christ is alive and with us. 

We pray for those struggling with guilt; that they may know this 

Easter that Christ has defeated sin as well as death, to bring us 

forgiveness. 

We continue to pray for all who are sick or suffering, those on our 

prayer list, those who are not named yet dear to us and all who 

are affected by the Coronavirus pandemic worldwide.  We pray 

that there may be an even distribution of vaccine unaffected by 

political wrangling. 

We pray for those who have died and those facing death or who 

are grieving; that Christ’s resurrection will bring hope and 

encouragement that death is not the end. 

Thank you, Lord, that you are with us and hear our prayers. We 

ask all these things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Please remember the sick in your prayers 
Eva Hitchen, Albert Hill, David Kerr, Janet 
Harding, Rita Harrison, Hazel Looker, Melodi 
Kahya, John Lewis, Stephen Jones, Colin Evans, 
Janet Griffith, Alwyne Smith, Scott Dake, Helen 
Birch, Margaret Cooper, Kathleen and Alan 
Burgess (Christine Wheeler's Mum and Dad}, Alan 
Wheeler, Ray Thorley, Margaret Lindop, Gwen 
Bickerton, John Finnemore, Barbara Harvey, 
Andrew Whittle and Jane Baker. 
 

We thank God for the lives of those who 
have died: 
Joan Thomas. We remember too all family and 
friends who will miss her. 
 

 

Notices & Services               The united benefice website – https://www.hcganglican.org 

 

 

THINE BE THE GLORY, 

RISEN, CONQUERING SON, 

ENDLESS IS THE VICTORY 

THOU O'ER DEATH HAST WON! 
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