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18th April 2021 

Easter 3 

Welcome to another of our weekly newsletters! 

I do hope that your week has gone well – the temperatures, at the time of writing, don’t seem to be 

going up that much, but hopefully there will be some much-needed sun coming soon! 

So, what has been going on in the Parish? 

Well, we are now gradually reopening all our services again - our 10:30 Service reopens this 

Sunday the 18th, (we’re most excited), and it was wonderful to see so many faces at the 9am, 

along with nearly 30 Online too! But as we reopen, we are now holding three services each Sunday 

morning, and the wardens, Chris and myself I will be using this next month to work out how they 

can all sit well together. 

This is inevitably going to feel a little bumpy as we all work out how they best fit and how to get 

them to the stage where we feel that we have a rhythm of life together. So do expect to see some 

tweaking here and there as we work out how to get it right. Last Sunday, for example, had a few of 

those bumps– we had left a mic off for the sermon on one of the scenes for the Online Service, so 

Chris quickly rectified it by preaching again straight afterwards – that was the third time that he 

had done that sermon, so I think he’ll have known it by heart by then! We are also conscious that 

in the last two services, both Chris and myself have had to race off after the 9am to get to the 

online 10am on time – neither of us are happy with this, so next week, we’re going to try the Online 

Service with just one of us leading and preaching, and inviting a congregation member to join us 

on the other chair – not only will it be nice to have some other faces on the Online Service but who 

knows, it might also help raise up some creative ideas on how to use the time and even, perhaps, 

a few more people will to step up to leading a service too?! 

One thing I’ve constantly returned to over this roller-coaster of a year is the overwhelming 

generosity and grace that I’ve received since I’ve joined you. As we a ‘re-enter’ what will hopefully 

be a long-lasting new normality, it will take some time for us to work this though – too much has 

happened for us to return to church just as it was, but equally, there are many parts of church pre-

Covid that we long to experience again! So, your continuing prayers, grace and generosity as we 

seek to rekindle what we’ve missed and gave us life, and yet give light and oxygen to some of the 

new creativity that has emerged will be significantly appreciated.  

And, as ever, we still want to know what you think too – so do grab some time to chat to us over 

the phone for example – we’d love to explain our reasoning and also listen to how you are finding it 

so that we can do our best to enable as many people as possible to find at home at Wortley and 

Farnley, a home that is ultimately found in the love and grace of Christ. 

Take care, 

Rev Claire 
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Church Warden: Wendy Gaunt wendygaunt@msn.com  Church Warden: Nikki Hawcroft nikki.hawcroft@gmail.com  

How to get in 

touch: 

https://www.facebook.com/wortleyandfarnley
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnswortleyandfarnley/
mailto:clairemcorley@gmail.com
mailto:revchrisbalding@gmail.com
mailto:wendygaunt@msn.com
mailto:nikki.hawcroft@gmail.com


 

 

Laura’s Discombobulations:   

Boo!  

I bet you didn’t think you see me here....well, what can I say...I get about  ♀️ 

I don’t know about you, but I’m struggling over here. I’d rather gotten used to the lockdown life. We 

run our family business from home. We sell sportswear online. Our work continued daily, posting 

out our items.  The shop closures meant we couldn’t purchase stock like we used to but the slower 

pace of life was just wonderful. The ability to breathe. The pauses, the noticing and appreciating 

the little things. The homeschool was stressful but I just can’t deny the untold joy of getting to see 

my boys in a way I would never have had we not had to lockdown. I got to see the fruits of schools 

labour, I got to see them learn new skills, fine tune ones they already had and I watched first hand 

their little bromance blossom.  

Monday brought me back to earth with a bang! (Yes you read that right my feet do occasionally 

touch the ground! And my head does indeed sometimes emerge from the fluffy clouds of la la land)  

The shops opened and boom we are back at it full throttle! So much so that I haven’t even had to 

chance to enjoy the fact that my husband is out of my newly chopped, grey free hair all day! 

Whatever you are doing, however you are feeling......Smile! It’s infectious and the more you give out 

the more you get back!  

It’s customary round our way to say bye in a foreign language (no idea why, it’s just how we roll)  

So ciao for now fabulous folk! .  

            Laura  

You might be thinking, why are we reading the story of the annunciation 

this week? Its not the feast of the annunciation, nor is it Christmas. No 

angels here, no shepherds and stables. Its because we’re venturing into 

our second week looking at the Lord’s Prayer. Thy Kingdom Come, Thy 

Will Be Done. And Mary, embodies one of the most overlooked parts of 

prayer, and sums up part of what it means to pray this second line of 

the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

So often we can think that prayer is just talking to God. We say 

things to Him, whether that’s praise, confession, asking for things, 

lamenting, ranting or whatever. But just like a relationship with a human 

being requires two-way conversation, a relationship with God – embodied in prayer- 

requires a two-way conversation. Mary talks to God, and God talks back. And the thing that 

God asks of Mary, to bear a son and name him Jesus, Mary says ‘yes’ to. Part of prayer is saying 

‘yes’ to that which God asks of us when we allow him to speak back to us. 

 

Mary’s ‘yes’ brings about that second line of the prayer, God’s kingdom comes to earth embodied in Jesus Christ. 

God’s will is done, in that God’s people would be rescued by his chosen and anointed Messiah. Mary, in yielding to 

God’s call on her life involves herself in bringing about God’s Kingdom on earth. In the same way, when we pray, and 

read our bibles we should give space for God to speak back to us. Not in an audible voice, but through the words of 

scripture, a sense or a feeling as to what we should do to bring about the Kingdom, pursuing justice and mercy, love 

and peace. As we pray, as we say a faithful ‘yes’ to how God calls us to live and be, we are embodying ‘Thy Kingdom 

Come, Thy Will Be Done’. 

Rev Chris 

 



 

 

What’s coming up? 

The Easter Garden remains up so if you are passing, do pop in – it really is delightful! 

One thing we have missed this last week was our small groups meeting up mid week!  And this 

week, we’ve starting up again!  Join us on Wednesday at 7.30pm as we continue on the Prayer 

Course. Relaxed, with no doubt, plenty of laughter, we’ll be using the Lord’s Prayer to explore the 

great privilege we have in building our relationship with God – so do join us on zoom at 7.30. It 

doesn’t matter if you can’t make them all so don’t worry if you couldn’t make it last week! 

Our APCM is on Sunday 25th April at 12 Noon. Ideally by zoom, but if that is an impossibility, then 

do join us in person. We’ll have to keep everything Covid compliant, and in the interests of keeping 

everyone safe, we will be endeavouring to keep the meeting as tight as possible, whilst still 

allowing people to share their questions and thoughts. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNFTf5O643oh96ieHtcbpYA     https://wortleyandfarnleychurch.org 

Collect  

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Psalm 139:14-24  

14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made. 

    Wonderful are your works; 

that I know very well. 
15     My frame was not hidden from you, 

when I was being made in secret, 

    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

In your book were written 

    all the days that were formed for me, 

    when none of them as yet existed. 
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

    How vast is the sum of them! 
18 I try to count them—they are more than the 

sand; 

    I come to the end—I am still with you. 

 

 

19 O that you would kill the wicked, O God, 

    and that the bloodthirsty would depart from 

me— 
20 those who speak of you maliciously, 

    and lift themselves up against you for evil! 
21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD? 

    And do I not loathe those who rise up against 

you? 
22 I hate them with perfect hatred; 

    I count them my enemies. 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

    test me and know my thoughts. 
24 See if there is any wicked way in me, 

    and lead me in the way everlasting. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNFTf5O643oh96ieHtcbpYA
https://wortleyandfarnleyp.wixsite.com/website


 

 

 

1 John 1.1-2.2 

1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 

our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 this 

life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was 

with the Father and was revealed to us— 3 we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that 

you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that our[a] joy may be complete. 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 

there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 

darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, 

we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If 

we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our 

sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 

us. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Luke 1.26-38 

 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she 

was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  
30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 31 And now, 

you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.”  
34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 

to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 

age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  
37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 

let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

This is the gospel of the Lord,  

Praise to you O Christ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1.1+-+2.2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30527a

