
This week’s reflection on Coronavirus living, from the Vicar 

King Asa of Judah was a righteous and God-fearing King in Old Testament days - you can 
read his story in the Second Book of Chronicles. But the Biblical text is critical of him in 
the final months of his life, because faced with a severe illness he “sought after 
physicians” instead of relying purely upon God. It is uncertain what condition King Asa 
suffered from, but many commentators believe it may have been the so-called “disease of 
kings”, that is, chronic gout. Whatever it was, it did eventually kill him.


Back then, vocation was a thing for kings and priests alone. Today we understand that 
each one of us is called to fulfil a special part of God’s plan for the world. Scientists 
develop vaccines because God has called them and equipped them. Doctors and nurses 
administer those vaccines using the gifts with which God has equipped them. The whole 
of this creation is part of his plan: we cannot separate miracle and medicine, for they are 
two parts of the same thing. To reject the physicians, or anyone else, is to reject the 
masterplan of God himself. We should seek after both God and physician in time of need.


So this spring, let’s be more like King Asa - righteous, God-fearing, and also seeking the 
physicians whose God-given gifts will help return us to normal life, normal community, 
and normal worship in each other’s company.


Very Young Servers 

We are always recruiting new 
servers. During lockdown it has 
been harder to maintain our 
worship, but it has been 
achieved with the help of a very 
small team. Amongst them, 
Catherine has become an 
accomplished altar server, as 
well as a star of YouTube and 
Facebook. More vacancies 
exist - volunteers welcome!
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Young Parishioners in the Snow 

We hope the Spring weather will soon be upon us, but even in 
the recent snow and ice the folk (especially the children and 
young people) of St Gabriel’s were out and about.


(Left)  By wading into mud 
and water Oliver found a 
huge piece of ice for his 
parents’ gin & tonic…


(Right)  The Lesh family 
assembled. Second from 
left is not Tony, but a 
beautiful snow bunny.




(Left)  The Macdonald-Browns add 
a snowman to their household.


      (Below right)  Mass continued, 
live-streamed from church. Here the 

Vicar prepares to open the church 
for the day, assisted by Catherine.


(Below left)  Darwin 
explores the snow 

outside the 
Vicarage.  


(Left)  Snow Angels! Courtesy of 
Tanaya, Sharna, and Oliver.


(Below)  Ethan introduces us to a 
little snowman.



Today’s Gospel describes the cleansing of the Temple, as a House of prayer.

In our lead article, Andrew reflects on our return to our ‘temple’, St Gabriel’s.


Today’s Gospel passage tells John’s account of Jesus cleansing 
the temple.  The temple in Jerusalem was the third temple build 
by the Jews there since the first had been built by Solomon a 
thousand years earlier.  The temple had many courts, the most 
intimate of which was the Holy of Holies, where it was 
understood that God “was present” between the space, the 
absence, above the tabernacle, and between the two Cherubim.  
Probably there is an allusion to this space in John’s account of 
the empty tomb when Mary Magdalene found two angels 
seated at the foot and the head of the place Jesus’ body would 
have been, but wasn’t (John 20:12).  It was this place that in a 
particular way made the temple what it was, the House of God.


Surrounding the Holy of Holies, were four courts – of priests, of Israelites, of women, and 
of the Gentiles – and it was in this Gentile court, the outermost one, the furthest from the 
Holy of Holies, that a market had been set up, to sell animals, and change money, 
probably at exorbitant prices, for those who wanted to make sacrifices.  It was full of the 
hubbub of an animal market, not the calm and peace of a place of prayer, and was the 
one place that a non-Jew, a gentile, could come to pray in the temple.  It was as though 
the Jewish leaders, in allowing this 
to happen, had complete ly 
forgotten the court’s purpose.  
Mark’s account of the temple 
cleansing has a little phrase that 
alludes to this where Mark records 
Jesus saying, “Is it not written, 
‘My house shall be called a house 
o f p r a y e r f o r a l l t h e 
nations’?” (Mark 11:17)  For all the 
nations, not just for the Jewish 
people or any one people, but for 
all the people.


And Jesus’ mission was not just to bring back the Jewish people to full faith in God, but 
to open the Gospel to the gentiles as well, and therefore to us today.  But the Court of the 
Gentiles, as Jesus found it, did anything but welcome people to pray to God.


We have been mostly separate from one another at St Gabriel’s for most of the last year.  
When we come back we will be delighted to see one another.  It may be that there will be 
some who come back, who weren’t with us before, people who may not be “our types” or 
“like us”.  In my 28 years at St Gabriel’s it has always been a church with a big wide door 
open to others - and many, many have come.  Many more will come, to grow in faith, 
rediscover faith, or find faith for the first time.  Let us welcome them with wide arms, and 
not let the godly busyness of seeing each other, allow us to miss the new person in our 
midst.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 Andrew Pettman

  


Parish Tea Break 
Thanks to all who joined in the Parish Tea Break yesterday (Saturday) 
afternoon. It was great to meet up together via Zoom and share a cup of 
afternoon tea together, and catch up on news and conversation.




 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 
The Sick:  Gill Brunström, Nida Gabriel, Sheila Bowyer, Sue, 
Janet Leach, Derek Leach. 
 

The Parish:  West Acton Primary School. 
 

Year’s Mind:  Greg Murray, Charles Kee, Torine Brown, Reg 
Rawkins, Peter Simkins, Br Angelo SSF. 
 

Recently departed:  Patrick Johnson, Stuart Brennand. 
 
 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 
 
The Sacrament Lamp has been sponsored by 
Shirani, in memory of her son Rowan. 
 
The Walsingham Lamp has been sponsored by 
Brigitte, in memory of her friend Karin Seybold. 
 
 

ADVANCE DATES 
 
19 March (Fri) St Joseph’s Day - additional mass 6.30pm 
24 March (Wed) Deanery Synod (via zoom) 7.30pm 
25 March (Thu) The Annunciation - mass at 6.30pm 
28 March (Sun) Palm Sunday - the start of Holy Week 
4 April (Sun) EASTER DAY 
4 April (Sun) St Gabriel’s Trumpet - next edition 
23 April (Fri) St George’s Day - mass at 6.30pm 
6 May (Thu) London local elections 
20 May (Thu) Archdeacon’s Visitation 
6 July (Tue) Deanery Synod 
18 July (Sun) Dedication Festival at church 
26-30 July Walsingham Pilgrimage Week 
25-26 Sept Patronal Festival weekend 
 
 

NOTICES 
 

Live-streaming - Mass today (and throughout lockdown) 
will be live-streamed on the parish Facebook page. It is very 
easy to access - please contact us if you need assistance. 
Our services are now regularly being “attended” by several 
hundred people. Some are in church, but most are at home! 
 

Junior Church On-line - Every week the children receive 
worksheets, quizzes, colouring sheets, or video clips based 
on the Sunday theme of the week, which they can complete 
at home with their family. Contact us to join in. 
 

Recordings - All our live-streamed services are still 
available to be viewed as recordings on the parish Facebook 
page, including those from last week. 
 

Parish Tea Break - Yesterday a small gathering of nine 
parishioners met for Parish Tea Break and enjoyed catching 
up with news. 
 

Holy Week - Everyone has been sent a copy of the Lent & 
Holy Week 2021 guide. If you did not receive your copy, 
please contact us for a replacement. 
 

Returning - We are hopeful that we can very soon 
announce news of a return to public worship in church. 
 
 

Enquiries: office@saintgabrielacton.org 
Fr Timothy:  vicar@saintgabrielacton.org 

 

Fr Timothy - 020 8259 2138 
Mark Corcoran - 07572 113161 
Sandra Busby - 020 8993 6095 
Jenny Boothe  - 020 8930 5754 
Area Dean - 020 8810 4929 

www.saintgabrielacton.org

 

 

St Gabriel’s Church 
North Acton 

 

www.saintgabrielacton.org 
 

Loving God and Serving 
the Community 

Sunday 7th March 2021 
Lent 3 

 10.30am Sung Parish Mass 
 10.30am and Procession 

 
Welcome to St Gabriel’s 

 
Our building is temporarily closed, but services all 

continue, and are being live-streamed. 
 

Regrettably we have had to close to public worship 
for the time being. However, all the usual services will 
still be held, and will be live-streamed via Facebook, 

so please join us there. 
We are still open for funerals under Covid restrictions. 

 
Services and Events This Week 

( !  - live-streamed via Facebook ) 

Sun 7  
10.30am 

St Gabriel’s Trumpet published 
Sung Parish Mass  !  

Mon 8   

Tue 9  Vicar’s day off 

Wed 10 11.00am 
6.30 pm 

Acton Clergy Cluster meeting 
Mass  !  

Thu 11   

Fri 12   

Sat 13 12 noon Mass  !  

 
Lent 

We are now in LENT and the liturgical colour is 
PURPLE (for penance) for most of the season. 

The final week of Lent is Holy Week, when the colour 
will turn to red for the Blood of Christ shed for us. 

 
St Gabriel’s Trumpet 

Our parish magazine (Lent edition) is published today. 
Please do submit news, articles, photographs, and 

ideas for the nest (Easter) edition. 
 

Next Sunday:  14th March 2021 
Lent 4  (Mothering Sunday) 

 10.30am Sung Parish Mass 
 
 
 

Please wash your hands whenever entering the 
church building, so we can remain Covid-Secure.  

 

Hand sanitizing alcohol gel is provided in church. 
 

Replacement face masks are available on request. 



 

Lent 3 : Year B 
 

This week’s prayers and readings: 
 
Collect: 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy 
but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory 
before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, 
walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other 
than the way of life & peace; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who is alive & reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now & for ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading:   Exodus 20. 1-17 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus.  
 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery;    You shall have no other gods 
before me.    You shall not make for yourself an idol, 
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them 
or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a 
jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of 
parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those 
who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep 
my commandments.    You shall not make wrongful 
use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.      
    Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six 
days you shall labour and do all your work. But the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you 
shall not do any work – you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or 
the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the 
LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 
LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.  
    Honour your father and your mother, so that your 
days may be long in the land that the LORD your God 
is giving you.    You shall not murder.    You shall not 
commit adultery.    You shall not steal.    You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbour.    You shall 
not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet 
your neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, 
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 
 
Psalm:   Psalm 19 
 

Resp:   The heavens are telling the glory of God. 
 

The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is pure & gives light to the eyes. R 
 

The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; the 
judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. R 
 

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine 
gold, sweeter also than honey, dripping from the honeycomb. R 
 

By them also is your servant taught, and in keeping them 
there is great reward. Who can tell how often they offend? O 
cleanse me from my secret faults! R 
 

Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins lest they get 
dominion over me; so shall I be undefiled, and innocent of 
great offence. R 
 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my 
redeemer. R 

New Testament Reading:   1 Corinthians 1. 18-25 
 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. For it is written, ‘I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 
discerning I will thwart.’ Where is the one who is wise? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength.  
 
Gospel:   John 2. 13-22 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers 
seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he 
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-
changers and overturned their tables. He told those 
who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of 
here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ 
His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for 
your house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to 
him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus 
answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.’ They then said, ‘This temple has 
been under construction for forty-six years, and will 
you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of 
the temple of his body. After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Prayer over the gifts: 
God of our journey, as we walk with you on your path 
of obedience, sustain us on our way and lead us to 
your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer: 
Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand 
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only 
God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 



News from the Parish, Deanery, and Diocese 

✫ Congratulations to Tim Hughes and his wife Anna on the birth of their baby daughter 
on Friday morning. We look forward to meeting her.


✫ We extend our thanks to Steve Newbold (St Stephen’s, Ealing) who retires this month 
after five years as our Area Dean. And congratulations to our brand new Area Dean who 
takes over this month, Fr David Neno (St Peter’s, Ealing).


✫ In a monumental change to the Willesden Episcopal Area, Nikki Court retires to 
Wiltshire at the end of May, after almost 30 years as the Bishop’s Secretary. Few people 
know the Episcopal Area better, and she will be enormously missed.


✫ Although we cannot yet give exact dates, it is now clear that we will be returning to live 
worship in church at some point over the late spring or early summer - watch for news!

St Gabriel’s Church, Noel Road, London W3 0JD 
For the time being, church is closed and all services will be live-streamed.

General email contact: 
office@saintgabrielacton.org 

Fr Timothy’s email: 
vicar@saintgabrielacton.org

Telephone: 
020 8259 2138	     Fr Timothy

 07572 113161	     Mark Corcoran

020 8993 6095	     Sandra Busby

020 8930 5754	     Jenny Boothe

020 8810 4929	     Area Dean

St Gabriel’s Website: 

www.saintgabrielacton.org 
From the website you can also click through to our 

Parish Facebook Page   and our   Parish YouTube Channel

Regular mass times (live-streamed) 
during the Coronavirus lockdown: 

Sunday at 10.30am


Wednesday at 6.30pm


Saturday at 12.00noon


Other services as advertised 
for Festivals and special events 
- live-streaming via Facebook

Holy Week 2021: 
● Palm Sunday - 28 March - 10.30am

	 Sung Mass and Procession

● Holy Monday - 29 March - 7.00pm

	 Mass and Address

● Holy Tuesday - 30 March - 7.00pm

	 Mass and Address

● Holy Wednesday - 31 March - 7.00pm

	 Mass and Address

● Maundy Thursday - 1 April - 7.00pm

	 Sung Mass of the Last Supper 
● Good Friday - 2 April - 2.30pm

	 Liturgy with Veneration of the Cross 
● Holy Saturday - 3 April - 8.00pm

	 Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter 
● Easter Day - 4 April - 10.30am


	 Sung Mass of Easter Day
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