
As I explain in the YouTube and Facebook video this 
week, which I hope you will be able to watch at 10.00 am 
on Sunday, today’s gospel reading reveals a completely new 
understanding of the Temple system of sacrifice.  

Formerly, animals were killed in the temple precinct and 
the High Priest would take the blood into the Holy of 
Holies, inside the inner courts of the Temple, once a year 
on the Day of Atonement. This would then be offered to 
God as a sacrifice to atone for sin. In our gospel reading 
today, however, Jesus announces himself as the new 
Temple. What this means is that in his body on the cross, 
Jesus becomes the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world, replacing the Temple as the source of mediation 
and atonement for sin between humanity and God.  

We all may be familiar with the language “Lamb of God” 
from the church services we have attended in the past. 
Well, in today’s gospel, we find out more about what Jesus 
really meant by it. Do tune in to the online video this 
Sunday if you possibly can to find out more! 

This theology represents a move away from a building, 
the Temple, to a form of forgiveness which can be received 
through faith. There is no need to go to the Temple 
anymore. However, that is not to say that buildings are 
unimportant. I am delighted to say that we will be 
returning to worship in church in just three weeks’ time on 
Sunday 28th March, Palm Sunday, with our 11.15 am 
service recommencing. Then our midweek Holy Communion 
service will resume on Wednesday a few days after that at 
10.00 am.  

Sunday 7th March 

11.15 am Church open for private prayer until noon 



RESUMPTION OF WORSHIP The 

DCC has agreed that we will 

resume worship in St John’s 

Church on Sunday 28th March 

(Palm Sunday) at 11.15 am. On 

Easter Day, 4th April, there will be 

a Communion Service (and then 

the first Sunday of each month). 

For the first two Sundays there 

will need to be a booking system 

- by email or telephone. Jane will 

handle this - details on the back 

page. We are also planning to 

stream our Sunday services for 

people unable to or preferring 

not to attend. These can be 

watched ‘live’ at 11.15 am or at a 

later time to suit you, via our 

Facebook page 

The 10.00 am Wednesday 

Communion in the Centre will 

resume on 31st. 

For the time being, face masks 

and social distancing rules must 

be observed at all services. 

NEW CURATE We are delighted to 

announce that the Whitstable 

Team will be welcoming a new 

curate later this year: Jack 

Greenhalf will serve his title in the 

Whitstable Team ministry from 

Petertide 2021. 

Jack is currently completing his 

training at Westcott House in 

Cambridge, is a former police 

officer, is married to Chrissy, has 

an 11 year old daughter, a 3 year 

We will still need to socially distance and wear face masks, but 
the good news is that this represents a great step forward on our 
journey out of lockdown and back to normality. Please remember 
that you will need to book to attend our Palm Sunday and Easter 
Sunday 11.15 am services, and full details of this can be found over 
on this Update. 

Best wishes in Christ 

Simon Tillotson 

 

Reculver Open Deanery Synod 

Monday 8th March 2021  

at 7.00 pm via Zoom 

"Eco Church" 
with Guest Speakers: 

The Revd Dr Jonathan Arnold 

(Canterbury Diocesan Director of 

Communities & Partnerships)  

and 

Teresa Redfern 

(Chair, Canterbury Diocesan 

Environmental Group) 

come and learn how we can play 

our part, as co-workers in the care 

of God’s Creation 

There will be a short business 

meeting for Deanery Synod 

members from 8.00 pm to 8.30 pm. 

Zoom link with email to which this 

is attached. 



Eternal God, give us insight to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, 

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

WEEKLY PRAYERS This week please pray for: Sara Bimson, Priest, 
Rachel, May, Edna, Bridget, Summer, Little Dennis S, Michael D, 
Molly Salter, Lynn Dunn, Zac, Vivienne, Maxine Layton, and Miz. 

Prayer requests can be made via Jane or Mary. 

This month we are praying for……North Chestfield West including St 

Joseph’s RC Church, Primrose Way, Lavender Close and the 

superstores  

QUESTIONS TO ASK ABOUT THE READINGS 

1. In what way has Jesus’ death on the cross replaced the Temple 

system of sacrifice? 

2. What does the phrase “Lamb of God” mean to you both spiritually 

and theologically? 

3. How might we better receive the forgiveness of sins and live in the 

power of it? 

WoW Prayer   

(Weekly on Wednesdays) now takes place every Wednesday* at 7.00 
pm, usually for around just 20 minutes. For the Zoom link please 
see the weekly email to which this Update is attached, or ask Nick. 
All welcome.  

old son and a baby due in April. 

Please pray for him and his 

family as they prepare to move 

into the parish and for him as he 

gets ready for ordination in July. 

Rev Rachel, Team Vicar 

CORRECTION Val Martin’s 

postcode is CT5 3PZ. 

VIRTUAL COFFEE MORNING 

Tuesday 9th, 10.00 hosted by 

Barbara. The Zoom link will be 

sent out. All welcome. 
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 For the message about the cross 

is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 
19

For 

it is written, 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise, and the discernment of the 

discerning I will thwart.’  

20

Where is the one who is wise? 

Where is the scribe? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the 

world?
21

For since, in the wisdom of 

God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our 

proclamation, to save those who 

believe. 
22

For Jews demand signs 

and Greeks desire wisdom, 
23

but 

we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling-block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, 
24

but to 

those who are the called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. 
25

For 

God’s foolishness is wiser than 

human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human 

strength. 

 

 

13

 The Passover of the Jews was 

near, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem.
14

In the temple he found 

people selling cattle, sheep, and 

doves, and the money-changers 

seated at their tables. 
15

Making a 

whip of cords, he drove all of them 

out of the temple, both the sheep 

and the cattle. He also poured out 

the coins of the money-changers 

and overturned their tables. 
16

He 

told those who were selling the 

doves, ‘Take these things out of 

here! Stop making my Father’s 

house a market-place!’ 
17

His 

disciples remembered that it was 

written, ‘Zeal for your house will 

consume me.’
18

The Jews then said 

to him, ‘What sign can you show 

us for doing this?’
19

Jesus answered 

them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.’ 
20

The 

Jews then said, ‘This temple has 

been under construction for forty-

six years, and will you raise it up in 

three days?’
21

But he was speaking 

of the temple of his body. 
22

After 

he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had 

said this; and they believed the 

scripture and the word that Jesus 

had spoken.  
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