
The Parishes of Adbaston, Gnosall, Knightley & High Offley, Moreton and Norbury 
Weekly News and Notices 

 

Sunday 7th March 2021 (Third Sunday of Lent)  
 

Loving God, we come to you in worship and thanksgiving.   
 
All heaven and earth proclaim the majesty of God’s creative power! 
Praise God for the amazing and wondrous beauty around us 
 
God has given to us codes by which to live together in harmony and peace: 
In these commandments, God has summed up the ways to respect one another. 
 
Rejoice in the goodness of God. 
Praise God for His complete and steadfast love for us.  Amen  
 
CONFESSION 
God of healing and God of wholeness, this precious moment in your presence grant us faith and 
confidence that here broken lives are made whole. 

We confess that we have made ourselves and other things more important than you: Father, 
forgive us 
 
We confess that we have not cherished your name as we should: Father, forgive us 
 
We confess that we have not always been content with the life you have given us: Father, forgive 
us 
 
We confess that we have not loved one another as we should: Father, forgive us 
 
ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive  you  
your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy of  
his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
COLLECT 
Almighty God, by the prayer and discipline of Lent may we enter into the mystery  
of Christ’s sufferings, and by following in his Way come to share in his glory;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen   
 
FIRST READING:     Exodus 20: 1-17 
Then God spoke all these words: 
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you 
shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the 



iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing 
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.   For six days you shall labour and do all your 
work.  But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, 
your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns.   For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested 
the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you. 

You shall not murder.  

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 
 
This is the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL READING:  John 2: 13-22 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John:    Glory to you O Lord. 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.   In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables.   Making a 
whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle.  He also 
poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables.  He told those who were 
selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here!  Stop making my Father’s house a market-
place!’   His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’  The 
Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’  Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’   The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’   But he was speaking of the 
temple of his body.   After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord:       Praise to you O Christ 
 
REFLECTION 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us declare our faith in God: 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
We believe in one God;  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.    Amen 
 
We bring our prayers using the response:   Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayers 



 
In our year’s mind we remember: Ken Jackson, Jeffery (Jock) Air, Barbara Jean Pooley, Eric Stanley 
Bowell, Phillip Graham Stevenson, Stanley William Kemmel Marshall 
 
Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.    Amen 
  
PEACE 
We are all one in Christ Jesus.  We belong to him through faith, heirs of 
 the promise of the Spirit of Peace:  The peace of the Lord be always with  
you:   and also with you 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of great wonders, we join with you in the joy of giving.  You give us life and breath, 
you fill the world with beauty, our hands with bounty, and our hearts with the desire to give. 
Accept our gifts, and ourselves in your service. 
Amen.   
 
The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by the Body of 
Christ of which we are members.  In making our communion spiritually, we are joining with 
Christians everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of Life’. 
 
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.   Amen.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with you always’.  
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you. 
Hear my prayers for others and for myself and keep me in your care.   Amen.  
 
O God, help me to trust you, help me to know that you are with me, help me to believe that 
nothing can separate me from your love revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.  
O Lord and heavenly Father, we your humble servants entirely desire your fatherly goodness 
mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching you to 



grant, that by the merits and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we 
and all your whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 
Amen 
 
Blessing 
May the love of the Father, the tenderness of the Son, and the presence of the Spirit gladden your 
heart and bring peace to your soul, this day and all days: and the blessing……  
 
Stay safe and alert to love and serve the Lord.   In the name of Christ,   Amen.  

 

NOTICES 
 

Although our churches will be remaining open during lock down Bishop Michael has given us 
permission to hold our services for the foreseeable future, via zoom. However, our churches will 
be open during the week for private prayer. Thank you to everyone who is making this possible by 
opening and closing our buildings and cleaning them in between. We have had a number of 
messages of thanks from people who are regularly going into church and finding peace and 
comfort. We will still be holding services via ZOOM of Night Prayer at 9.30pm each evening and 
Morning Prayer each Tuesday at 9.30 am (using the same numbers as usual). 

 

HOUSE OF BREAD - We are still collecting non-perishable food and toiletries for those who are 
homeless and in need. Items can be left in the containers in the garage at the Vicarage in Gnosall 
(as the weather is cold and damp the garage doors will be unlocked for you to out the items 
inside). Clothing is not required at the moment. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY’S SERVICES (14th March, 2021) 
9.00 a.m.  by Telephone   
10.00 a.m. by Computer/iPad 

 

Grass Cutting – St Mary’s Church Moreton 
 Are you interested in helping to keep St Mary’s Church lawns looking good? 
We are seeking someone to cut the grass at the front and side of the church on a regular paid 
basis.  A mower is provided. 
Please contact Jackie or Sue  ortbro43@gmail.com or 01952 691630 for more information. 

 

We are delighted to announce that St. Peter’s has been awarded the Bronze Eco Church Award! 
 
We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has helped us get this Award, particularly 
to anyone who has helped on any of the Operation Churchyard days. Hopefully it will not be too 
long before we are able to apply for the silver award. 
 
Want to help? 
(Usually) On the first Saturday of the month (April-September) we have a ‘Operation Churchyard 
Day’ when people volunteer an hour or two of their time to carry out gardening tasks.  
 
We would be grateful if people refrain from using weed killer around graves. 
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In the meantime, if you have an interest in ecology, gardening or the great outdoors and would 
like to help develop the Churchyard. Please contact Will Swinnerton at 
[ stpetersnorbury@gmail.com 
 
You are welcome to picnic in the Church grounds. Please recycle your waste in the bins provided 
by the tower. This is a space for conversation, exploration and quiet reflection. 
 
Our first ‘Operation Churchyard’ Day of 2021 is Saturday 10th April, from 10am onwards. 

 

 Easter Greetings! 

Raising funds for St. Peter’s Church Norbury. We have a new selection of cards suitable for Easter. 

Packs of 4 cards - £2.00 (Contains 2 cards of Church, 1 Easter cross & 1 stained glass window) 

Please order from Jane – Tel: 01785 284463, Email: j_swinnerton29@hotmail.com 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

St. Peter’s Church Norbury 

We are looking for a new Treasurer to take over the running of our Accounts. This is a Voluntary 

post. The gentleman who is currently looking after our bookkeeping is retiring, but will be happy 

to help a new recruit get started. Further details can be obtained from: 

Jane Swinnerton (Churchwarden) 01785 284463 or   j_swinnerton29@hotmail.com 

  

CARNIVAL 2021 
The committee has started to plan for the Carnival in 2021, and have now re-arranged the date to 
SATURDAY 28TH AUGUST.  Please put this in your diaries and spread the word. 
 
We are in need of new committee members and would welcome volunteers. If you are interested 
in helping, please contact: - 
      Mark Smith 01785 824643    or 07710 623409 
      Bob Winfield 01785 822507 or 07808 051150  

 

 If there is anything that you would like including on next weeks’ notice sheet please let Sue have it 
by Wednesday, either call on 01785 822820 or email: churchofficegnosall@gmail.com.  
 
Please send ALL emails to churchofficegnosall@gmail.com as Kathryn is now no longer with us. 

 

Kathryn's forwarding address 
St John's Vicarage,  
5 Featherbed Lane, 

Westwood Heath Road 
Coventry 
CV4 7DD 

Email address: rev.kathrynh@gmail.com 

 
PLEASE TRY TO TAKE THIS SHEET TO ANY MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY WHO AREN’T ABLE 
TO ACCESS IT ELECTRONICALLY. 
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