
This week’s reflection on Coronavirus living, from the Vicar 

“I’m sitting here in a boring room, It’s just another rainy Sunday 
afternoon, I’m wasting my time I got nothing to do, I’m hanging 
around I’m waiting for you, But nothing every happens, And I wonder. 

Isolation is not good for me, Isolation - I don't want to sit on a lemon 
tree, I’m stepping around in a desert of joy, Maybe anyhow I’ll get 
another toy, And everything will happen, And you wonder!” 

Lemon Tree (1995) from the album “Dish of the Day” 

The words quoted are from the song “Lemon Tree” by German band 
Fools Garden. Released a quarter of a century ago, the song raced to 
No 1 in the charts of countries across central Europe, Scandinavia, 
and even Iceland; but here in the UK, the song floated more gradually 
to the No 26 chart position, before fading away again.


Whether or not you are a fan of German indie/soft-rock music, 
doubtless some of the words will resonate with you. The Trumpet is 
issued on a Sunday, and today (Candlemas Sunday) is predicted by 
the BBC to be “another rainy Sunday afternoon”. Many of us will be sitting around, as we 
have for months, and yes, it is undoubtedly true, that “Isolation is not good for me”. 
Isolation is not good for any of us. Isolation has been used throughout history as a 
punishment, even as a torture, and now it is imposed upon the whole world.


But the psalmist reminds us (Psalm 84) that we are blessed if our hearts are fixed upon 
God, so that, passing through the valle lacrimarum (the Vale of Tears, or waterless valley), 
we may use it as a springing well. In other words, for the Christian, whose heart is fixed 
upon God, there must always be a spirit of joy as we continue our pilgrim journey. For 
whatever troubles may come upon us in this valle lacrimarum, even the Coronavirus, 
Christ Jesus has already conquered, and we are one with him through our baptism. The 
waters of baptism will always flood the dry and waterless places, and fill us with hope and 
expectation, as we wait with joy for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. How blessed 
we are. It turns out that it’s not “another rainy Sunday afternoon" at all - it is the Lord’s 
Day, and he is with us!
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Norma Boyer - a note from the Vicar 

Last week we received the sad news that Norma had died 
unexpectedly. She was a stalwart member of St Gabriel’s Church, 
and part of the very fabric of the place.


Those who are new to our church family may not instantly 
recognise her, as Norma had already been missing from our regular 
worship for several months prior to the start of the Coronavirus 
lockdowns. She was caring, at home, for her husband Leon, who 
was very unwell. Leon died last April, just after the virus had really 
begun to impact our movement. Thereafter, Norma was held 
hostage by the virus, and later by her own deteriorating health.


I last visited Norma and Leon in their home just about two weeks before home visits 
became impossible due to the first lockdown. It was good to chat with Leon about his 
railway days (as a train driver) and Norma was full of enthusiasm about being able to get 
back to church soon. Sadly, none of us knew what was just around the corner.


Norma remained in regular contact throughout lockdowns 1 and 2. She received a printed 
copy of St Gabriel’s Trumpet and read it avidly, and she used prayer and bible-reading 
resources at home. I spoke to her by telephone, and once or twice had face-to-face 
meetings with her at a three or four metre distance in her garden (during the warmer 
summer months). But she was looking forward to the virus being over, and to being able 
to come back “properly” to church.


Norma worked hard for St Gabriel’s - she cooked, she cleaned, she supported worship, 
social events, and fundraising; she served many times on PCC, and she was a Deputy 
Churchwarden (the role she was performing in the photograph above, in 2015).


We will miss her enormously. For now, we give thanks for her life, and pray for her repose.


St Dorothy 

In the middle of the Vicarage vegetable garden stands a little chapel. It was built as a 
draughtsman’s office, and later became a consulting room, but today it is a chapel for the 
private use of the Vicarage family, and it is dedicated to St Dorothy, the patron saint of 
gardens, smallholdings, and allotments. Once simply an ‘oratory’, a place for the Vicar to 
recite Morning and Evening Prayer, during the first lockdown it became licensed as a 
Chapel by the Bishop of London, and all our parish liturgies were held there during the 
enforced closure of church buildings, including all of Holy Week 2020.


St Dorothy was a young Christian girl martyred in about 311 in 
Caesarea. She was tortured and sentenced to death. As she was led 
away to execution a lawyer, Theophilus, mocked her and said “Bride 
of Christ, send me some fruit from your bridegroom’s garden”. Later 
she encountered a young boy and asked him to take her headdress 
to Theophilus - when he looked in it, it had miraculously filled with 
fruit and flowers. The lawyer converted to Christianity at once, and 
was himself martyred for his new faith.


On Saturday we keep St Dorothy’s Day and live-streamed mass will 
come to you from the tiny little Vicarage chapel at 12.00 noon.




Christmas has been commercialised, but has Candlemas even survived?!

In our lead article, Mark reflects on a vital watershed feast of our Faith.


I will confess that I have become a ‘grumpy old man’. My family are 
of the opinion that I have been so for much longer than I am 
prepared to admit to.


So, in general, what does this entail? Basically, it’s being irked, 
upset or dismayed by things that shouldn’t really matter, such as 
people getting off the bus immediately in front of you, and standing 
stock still the moment they hit the pavement, causing one to 
employ every manoeuvre in the book to avoid cannoning into them.


On my list of ‘irks’ is, I’m afraid, Christmas! Not the wonderful celebration of welcoming 
the Christ-child into the world, but the overwhelming commercialism that goes with the 
modern festival. It seems that as soon as I return from my summer holidays, there’s 
Christmas goods in the shops, decorations go up the moment Hallowe’en is over, and we 
are inundated with posts on social media platforms of Christmas trees as early as the 
beginning of November. All Christmas trees - no crib scenes!


It appears that these same people cannot wait to get the decorations down as soon as 
Boxing Day has gone. Likewise, with the shops: Christmas 
disappears overnight and the sales start on Boxing Day. 
Whatever happened to the Twelve Days of Christmas?


I recall my Grandmother telling me that, when she was young, 
the decorations in her home, which was a clergy family home, 
did not go up until Christmas Eve, and stayed up until twelfth 
night. Likewise, with the shops; the decorations stayed up 
until twelfth night, and only then the sales began, hence the 
term ‘January Sales’.


On the BBC Breakfast programme on the day of Epiphany, 
there was a discussion on whether the Christmas decorations should stay up until 
Candlemas, to bring some cheer in these rotten times. “Ooh”, trilled the BBC presenter, 
“I’ve never heard of Candlemas - what is it?”. There followed some form of explanation 
linking Medieval practices with aspects of Pagan customs, but, as I recall, no mention of 
the presentation of Christ in the Temple, or of his recognition by Simeon as being ‘The 
Light’, or our ‘Salvation’, something else to add to my ‘grumpy list’.


On reflection, perhaps some of the decorations could stay up until today? After all, in the 
Lectionary we follow, white vestments have been worn since Christmas. Perhaps we 
should emphasise the Light of Christ coming into the world, beyond Epiphany to 
Candlemas by the outward expression of lighting up our homes as witness to this light? 

Yes, Santas and Snowmen can be consigned to 
the attic, or garage, but by keeping our homes lit 
up we can continue to commemorate the light as 
recognised by Simeon: a last festive “Hurrah” as 
we turn our focus towards the reflections of Lent, 
and the salvation wrought for us all by the 
Crucifixion and Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.


Now there’s something not to be grumpy about!  




 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 
The Sick:  Gill Brunström, Nida Gabriel, Sheila Bowyer, 
Jenny, Sue, Ruby. 
 

The Parish:  218, 440, and other buses serving our 
community - their staff and passengers. 
 

Recently Baptised:  Milla, Liam, Mirei, and Masato. 
 

Year’s Mind:  Nina Lawson, Keith Murray, Pam Rhind-Tutt, 
Eric Mason, David Pearce, Eva Chin, Fred Robus, John 
Sheffield, Veronica Holloway, Fred Cowley. 
 

Recently departed:  Enoch Joseph, Norma Boyer. 
 
 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 
 
The Sacrament Lamp has been sponsored by Bruce, 
Ben, & Georgie, in loving memory of Jan MacDonald. 
 
The Walsingham Lamp has been sponsored by 
Selma, for Dina and Bashar. 
 
 

ADVANCE DATES 
 
17 Feb (Wed) Ash Wednesday - mass at 6.30pm 
28 Mar (Sun) Palm Sunday - the start of Holy Week 
4 Apr (Sun) EASTER DAY 
23 Apr (Fri) St George’s Day - mass at 6.30pm 
20 May (Thu) Archdeacon’s Visitation 
6 July (Tue) Deanery Synod 
18 July (Sun) Dedication Festival at church 
26-30 July Walsingham Pilgrimage Week 
25-26 Sept Patronal Festival weekend 
 
 

NOTICES 
 

Junior Church On-line - At present we are not able to 
hold physical meetings of Junior Church, but we are carrying 
on with “Junior Church On-line”. Every week the children 
receive worksheets, quizzes, colouring sheets, or video clips 
based on the Sunday theme of the week, which they can 
complete at home with their family. Contact us to join in. 
 

Candlemas - Today’s service will end with the Candlemas 
Procession. You are invited to make a mental and spiritual 
procession with us, as you follow the live-streamed 
procession around the church this morning. 
 

St Dorothy - Saturday this week is St Dorothy’s Day. 
Dorothy is the patron saint of the little chapel at the Vicarage, 
which hosted all our worship during lockdown 1. Mass will be 
celebrated there on Saturday, and will be live-streamed. 
 

Live-streaming - Mass today (and throughout lockdown) 
will be live-streamed on the parish Facebook page. It is very 
easy to access - please contact us if you need assistance. 
Our services are now regularly being “attended” by over 400 
people. Some are in church, but most are at home! 
 

St Gabriel’s Trumpet - Our parish magazine is another 
way of staying in touch during lockdown. The new edition is 
published today. Please send articles and photographs. 
 
 

Enquiries: office@saintgabrielacton.org 
Fr Timothy:  vicar@saintgabrielacton.org 

 

Fr Timothy - 020 8259 2138 
Mark Corcoran - 07572 113161 
Sandra Busby - 020 8993 6095 
Jenny Boothe  - 020 8930 5754 
Area Dean - 020 8810 4929 

www.saintgabrielacton.org
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Loving God and Serving 
the Community 

Sunday 31st January 2021 
Candlemas (The Presentation of Christ) 

 10.30am Sung Parish Mass 
 10.30am and Procession 

 
Welcome to St Gabriel’s 

 

 
 

Regrettably we have had to close to public worship 
for the time being. However, all the usual services will 
still be held, and will be live-streamed via Facebook, 

so please join us there. 
You should only attend church in person if you are 

helping to lead worship (or to broadcast it), 
or if you are attending a baptism or a funeral. 

 
Services and Events This Week 

Sun 31 
Mon 1 
Tue 2 
Wed 3 
Thu 4 
Fri 5 
Sat 6 

10.30am 
- 

11.00am 
6.30pm 

- 
- 

12 noon 
4.00pm 

Sung Parish Mass   (live streamed) 
- 
Funeral (Enoch Joseph) 
Mass   (live streamed) 
- 
- 
Mass   (live streamed) 
Accession Office   (live streamed) 

 
Ordinary Time 

Today is CANDLEMAS, and the liturgical colour is 
WHITE, as we celebrate the Presentation of Christ in 
the Temple, and the Purification of his Mother Mary. 
From tomorrow we enter ORDINARY TIME and the 
liturgical colour will be green for a short while (just a 

week and a half this year) until Lent begins. 
 

Next Sunday:  7th February 2021 
2nd Sunday before Lent 

 10.30am Sung Parish Mass 
 
 
 

Please wash your hands whenever entering the 
church building, so we can remain Covid-Secure.  
Hand sanitizing alcohol gel is provided in church. 



 

Candlemas : Year B 
 

This week’s prayers and readings: 
 
Collect: 
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the 
Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant that we may 
be presented to you with pure and clean hearts, by 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading:     Malachi 3: 1-5 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.  
 

Thus says the LORD God: See, I am sending my 
messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight – 
indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But 
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 
stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 
LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be 
swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the 
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against 
those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, 
the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust 
aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of 
hosts. 
 
Psalm:   Psalm 24 
 

Resp:  The Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory. 
 

Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up you everlasting 
doors; and the King of glory shall come in. R 
 

‘Who is this King of glory?’ ‘The Lord, strong and mighty, 
the Lord who is mighty in battle.’ R 
 

Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you everlasting 
doors; and the King of glory shall come in. R 
 

“Who is this King of glory?” ‘The Lord of hosts, he is the 
King of glory.’ R 
 
New Testament Reading:   Hebrews 2: 14-18 
 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.  
 

Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus 
himself likewise shared the same things, so that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who 
all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 
For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but 
the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to 
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, 
so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement 
for the sins of the people. Because he himself was 
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those 
who are being tested. 
 

Gospel:     Luke 2: 22-40 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

When the time came for their purification according to 
the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, (as it is written 
in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing 
your servant in peace, according to your word; for my 
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.’ And the child’s father and mother were amazed 
at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child 
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a 
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. At that moment she came, and began to 
praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When 
they had finished everything required by the law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Prayer over the gifts: 
Father, in Christ there has sprung up a light for the 
righteous; accept the gifts we bring before you and 
grant that Christ may shine in us to the praise and 
glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer: 
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who 
lived to welcome the Messiah: may we, who have 
received these gifts beyond words, prepare to meet 
Christ Jesus when he comes to bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 



Accession Day - Saturday 
The Queen succeeded to the throne on 6 February 1952. This makes 6 February, annually, 
her “Accession Day”, and the Book of Common Prayer assigns special forms of Morning 
Prayer, Evening Prayer, and daily Mass, along with a special stand-alone “Accession Day 
Service” for use on that date. On Saturday this week (6 February) at 4.00pm we will hold 
the special Accession Day Service in church. It is very short (just about ten minutes), but it 
will be live-streamed, and you are invited to join in thanksgiving for our Queen and 
Supreme Governor, and for her leadership of our Nation and our Commonwealth.


Live-streaming 

Quite a few of you have commented on the improvements we 
have introduced to live-streaming of services. We have invested in 
a portable steadicam device to assist the cameraman (see 
picture), and Christopher has been spending more time in church 
assisting with the filming. Our audience has increased 
dramatically, and our Sunday services are now regularly 
“attended” by well over 400 people.

St Gabriel’s Church, Noel Road, London W3 0JD 
For the time being, church is closed and all services will be live-streamed.

General email contact: 
office@saintgabrielacton.org 

Fr Timothy’s email: 
vicar@saintgabrielacton.org

Telephone: 
020 8259 2138	     Fr Timothy

 07572 113161	     Mark Corcoran

020 8993 6095	     Sandra Busby

020 8930 5754	     Jenny Boothe

020 8810 4929	     Area Dean

St Gabriel’s Website: 

www.saintgabrielacton.org 
From the website you can also click through to our 

Parish Facebook Page   and our   Parish YouTube Channel

mailto:office@saintgabrielacton.org
mailto:vicar@saintgabrielacton.org
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