
Parish News Sheet 

for week beginning 

21st February 2021 

 

1st Sunday in 

Lent 
 

Welcome to St 

Peter’s Newton Le 

Willows 
 

 

Prayer and Chat Group 

 
Each Monday evening - 

7pm to 8pm. 

Contact the Vicar 

revstephengrey@gmail.com 

- who will send you a Zoom 

link. No need to bring 

anything except yourself to 

the group. 

 

Church Update 

 

I am pleased to say 

that the church is now 

open for prayer each 

weekday from 11am 

to 12noon and for 

Holy Communion from 

Sunday 28th February. 

 

If you pass church on 

your daily walk and see 

anything of concern, 

please contact the Vicar 

on 01925 279 292. 

 

‘Glorifying God and 

serving the 

community in the 

name of Jesus Christ’ 
 

 

 

‘Virtual Cuppa’ 
 

 

‘A new way of 

keeping in touch.’ 

 

 

Each Wednesday at 

11am – Come and join us 

Please contact the Vicar 

revstephengrey@gmail.com 

who will then invite you by 

Zoom to our mid-morning 

get together. Please 

make sure you have your 

cuppa in hand! (and 

perhaps even a biscuit or 

two!) 

 

 

 

School News 

 
Please take a look at the 

new Chaplaincy page on the 

school website.  

 

Sunshine Mountain 
A piece of poetry used 
during school worship on 
Thursday. 
 
Climb, climb up sunshine 
mountain 
Heavenly breezes blow 
Climb, climb up sunshine 
mountain 
Faces all aglow 
Turn, turn from sadness and 
sorrow 
Look to God on high 
Climb, climb up sunshine 
mountain 
You and I 
 
Mia & Ruby [Carol Hillam’s 
Granddaughters] have 
shared their home-schooling 
work. 
 Well done Mia and Ruby 
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KEEP IN TOUCH 

For the service sheet 

contact Canon Stephen 

Tel: 01925 279 292 email: 

revstephengrey@gmail.c

om  

For the Website contact 

Wendy Jones at 

cwjones247@gmail.com  

For more information 

please visit our website 

www.stpetersnewton.org 

Follow us on Facebook 

@stpetersnewtonlewillows 

 

Thank you to 

everybody who has donated to 

our foodbank. Donations can 

be made at the Spar on the 
High Street or Tuesday 

between 10am and 11am, at St 
John’s Earlestown.  If you 

cannot leave home and wish to 
make a donation, please 

contact the Vicar. 

Young Church 

If you want to get involved 

in Sunday School activities 

while church is closed head 

to our Facebook page.  

Community News 
Dementia Day Centre  
A dementia day centre in 

Golborne, offering support 

for families and those living 

with dementia and 

struggling at this difficult 

time.  It has remained open 

throughout the pandemic 

and has been a vital 

essential service for those 

struggling.  If you would like 

more information, see 

attachment to this email. 

 

Deanery News 
The Winwick Way 

 
The Deanery Mission & 
Pastoral Committee’s 

proposal that we advertise 
for a Priest-in-Charge for St 
Michael’s, Burtonwood, who 

will also serve as Curate, 
licensed to the Newton 

Team has been approved 
by the Diocese.  Interviews 

will take place soon. 
 

‘The Bishop Calls’ 
Diocesan News 

 

 
 
All parishes are being 
invited to take part during 
Lent in study sessions 
following the new church 
report ‘Living in Love & 
Faith: Christian teaching 
and learning about 
identity, sexuality, 
relationships and 
marriage.  More details 
soon. 
 
Please read the letter 
[sent as a separate 
attachment to the email] 
from the Diocese outlining 
the challenge facing us at 
this time. 
 
 

 

‘Money, Money, Money’ 

 

Please consider paying your 
collection through the bank 
as this helps us plan. Please 
consider using the Parish 
Giving Scheme as this not 

only pays the money directly 
into our bank account but 
also adds Gift Aid if you're a 
taxpayer. Please phone 
0333 002 1271 and quote 
parish number 220622211 

 

If you would like to make a 
one-off donation please 
contact our treasurer Wendy 
Jones, 109, Highmarsh 
Crescent, Newton le 
Willows, WA12 9WE. 

 

 

Corona Virus Updates 
 

For general advice about the 
virus see  
https://www.churchofenglan
d.org/more/media-
centre/coronavirus-covid-
19-ance-church 
 

 

 
 

If you would or somebody 
you know would appreciate 
a call from the Vicar please 
ring 01925 279292 or email 
revstephengrey@gmail.com  
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Parish People 
 
 

 
 

 
Would you like to share with 
us how you have coped with 

the times of lockdown? 
Perhaps a prayer or reading 
that sustained you and gave 
you hope for the future will 
help others. Please contact 
revstephengrey@gmail.com  

 
 

 

 

‘Worship Matters’ 

 
This Sunday 

1st Sunday in Lent 
 

Collect 

Heavenly Father, your Son 

battled with the powers of 

darkness, and grow closer 

to you in the desert; help us 

to use these days to grow in 

wisdom and prayer that we 

may witness to your saving 

love in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 
Readings 

Genesis 12. V 1-9 - God’s 

call to Abraham 

Hebrews 11. V 1-3, 8-16 

- Faith 

Mark 1 v 1- v 9-15 - The 

Baptism and temptation of 

Jesus 

 
 

 
 
 
Reflection 

Donald Rumsfeld, former US 

Defense Secretary, a name 

forever bound up with the 

Iraq War eighteen years 

ago, rather like that of 

former Prime Minister Tony 

Blair. Unlike Mr Blair, 

though, Mr Rumsfeld has to 

his name one utterly 

memorable saying. At a 

press conference in 2002, 

he sketched an elegant map 

of the terrain of knowledge 

and ignorance. 

‘There are known knowns: 

there are things that we 

know that we know. There 

are known unknowns: that 

is to say, there are things 

that we now know we don’t 

know. But there are also 

unknown unknowns: there 

are things we do not know 

we don’t know.’ 

 

Take any current issue - the 

continuing bloodbath in 

Yemen and Syria and so 

many other messy suffering 

areas of the world - and it 

can be usefully analysed 

according to the Rumsfeld 

triangle. 

 

And so can faith. Faith 

concerns our attitude 

towards certain ‘known 

unknowns’, what the letter 

to Hebrews calls ‘things 

hoped for’ though not yet 

seen; that is to say, things 

that we know only as 

possibilities. And, says the 

writer, you can approach 

these things with assurance, 

thanks to a known known, 

which is the trustworthiness 

of God.  

Faith is not essentially 

irrational: you do not either 

live with thought and 

preparation or live ‘by faith’; 

so, when Abraham and 

Sarah take their great step 

of faith into the unknown, 

they don’t set off in a 

trance; they pack the car 

first. 

 

The writer to the Hebrews 

uses Abraham as the 

defining case of basic trust, 

a trust which God honours 

by bringing many 

descendants from someone 

‘as good as dead’, a phrase 

that shows a certain lack of 
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respect for the older 

generation.  

 

Some of the best 

contemporary films dealing 

with people of a certain age 

have proved very sucessfull. 

Think of ‘Finding your feet’ 

with Timothy Spall and Celia 

Imrie and of course let’s not 

forget ‘Marigold Hotel’ once 

again starring Celia Imrie, 

amongst others, who 

appears to have become the 

patron saint of the more 

mature. In the first film 

Celia likens taking up 

dancing  at a mature age ‘to 

a step of faith’.  

I believe that Abraham and 

Sarah stand for those - 

including me - for whom the 

autumn of life is a time of 

promise and opportunity. 

They are the Old 

Testament’s grey pounders 

who take a step of faith. If 

you want a more up market 

sermon illustration TS Eliot 

may have had Abraham in 

mind when he wrote, ‘Old 

men ought to be explorers.’ 

(Four Quartets, ’East Coker’, 

V) 

Whether your life is in its 

autumn or it's springtime, 

you and I are invited to 

make the story of Abraham 

and Sarah our own, to see 

in God’s promise to them an 

assurance that God has 

great things in store for us: 

for the church, for you and 

me. 

 
What those things might be 

is of course unknown (a 

known unknown, to be 

precise), though one image 

to turn over in the mind is 

the unseasonal fertility of 

our couple: perhaps 

something that seemed 

obsolete or barren is set to 

become fruitful. Whatever 

God’s promises are, though, 

to receive them we need 

(like Sarah and Abraham) to 

be moving in the right 

direction. We need to 

prepare for ‘things not yet 

seen’.  

The Abraham story comes 

to us within the greater 

story of Lent, Jesus’ forty 

days in the wilderness, 

pondering his Father’s 

promise to him. It is a 

season when we are invited 

from time to time to Stop, 

Look and Listen to God.  

When Abraham listens to 

God, he is very much in the 

ignorant corner of the 

Rumsfeld triangle: we hear 

of no known knowns, no 

stories of how God has 

already been good to him, 

we just hear him receive 

this call to go he knows not 

where. That is basic trust of 

the most radical kind; but, 

as their journey unfolds, he 

and Sarah engage actively 

with God, sometimes even 

question God; and they 

come to know that their 

trust is well placed. 

 
So it is with us. After a 

while, faith in God becomes 

irrational, even 

superstitious, unless you do 

the work of active 

engagement and searching 

questions. It is hard to grow 

in Christian faith unless you 

sometimes ask yourself, for 

instance, ‘Was Jesus right?’ 

When you say the Lord’s 

Prayer, which Jesus gave 

us, ‘thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven’, and then look at 

the world around you, do 

you actually take seriously 

the promise of the Kingdom 

of God, Jesus’ regime of 

justice and joy? 

 

Saying Amen - Yes - to that 

prayer will propel us into 

deeper prayer - offering to 

God our longings (like the 

hart desiring the water 

books in the book of psalms 

and into active engagement 

in our shared life, with all its 

unknown quantities. But if 

your answer to the promise 

of the kingdom is Yes - even 

a whispered, timid Yes - 

then God is not ashamed to 

be called your God, as you 

journey together 'in faith'. I 

finish with a quote from one 

http://www.davidgorman.com/4Quartets/2-coker.htm


of my favourite rather 

tortured spiritual writers, 

Thomas Merton. 

 

My Lord God, I have no idea 

where I am going. I do not 

see the road ahead of me. I 

cannot know for certain 

where it will end. Nor do I 

really know myself, and the 

fact that I think that I am 

following your will does not 

mean that I am actually 

doing so. But I believe that 

the desire to please you 

does in fact please you. 

And I hope I have that 

desire in all that I am doing. 

I hope that I will never do 

anything apart from that 

desire. And I know that if I 

do this you will lead me by 

the right road though I may 

know nothing about it. 

Therefore will I trust you 

always though I may seem 

to be lost and in the shadow 

of death. I will not fear, for 

you are ever with me, and 

you will never leave me to 

face my perils alone. 

Thomas Merton, Cistercian 

monk and social activist 

Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
Prayers 

Intercessions 
1st Sunday in Lent 
 

 
Everlasting God, your son 
Jesus Christ was tried and 
tempted by the devil. May 
we never be ashamed of 
temptation but saved from 
the weakness of giving 
in.  Help us choose the way 
of faithfulness rather than 
popularity, service rather 
than fame and sacrifice 
rather than power. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear 
our Prayer 

Gracious God, we pray for 
the whole family of your 
church here in the Costa 
Blanca.  May all your people 
be built up in faith and 
demonstrate in their lives 
the gospel of Jesus Christ 
especially as at this time we 
are struggling to meet 
together because of the 
pandemic. Help us to play 
our part in the life of the 
church throughout the 
world; through our prayers 
and by our gifts of money 
and service during this 
season of Lent and beyond. 
Give courage to those who 
find it hard to follow you. 
Give us a fresh vision that 
leads to action and 
strengthen us to serve you 
in the places where we live. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear 
our Prayer 

Creator God, we pray for 
those in positions of 
authority and leadership; 

that they do not misuse 
their powers but respect 
and care for all their peoples 
and for the natural 
resources of their countries. 

During our Lenten fasting 
may we be constantly aware 
of those in our world who 
are always hungry and 
thirsty and of all those who 
have so little when we have 
so much. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear 
our Prayer 

Father God, we ask you to 
protect our loved ones, our 
friends and our neighbours. 
We pray that this Lenten 
season may bring grace to 
our friends and relatives 
who no longer practice their 
faith, and that they may 
return in the certain 
knowledge of your loving 
acceptance of them. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear 
our Prayer 

Loving God, we pray for 
those who are ill and in 
pain, longing to live full 
lives, for those who are sad 
and hurt longing for 
comfort, for those in 
hospital awaiting treatment, 
for those convalescing, 
seeing an end to their 
suffering and for those 
whose only relief will come 
through death.  May we 
always offer gentle support 
to those in trouble sensitive 
encouragement to those in 
need, and strength and 
support to those in 
weakness.  We especially 
pray for any suffering from 
Coronavirus. 

 



Elaine Fairhurst, Daniel 

Ainsworth, Pam Rigby, 

Brian Lord, Tanya Hurst, 

Mary Spencer, Kevin 

McMullen, Vicky Rankin, 

Peter Gooch, Alicia Eccles, 

Ben Stafford, Joan 

Chesworth, Mary Parry, 

Enid Barton, Annie 

Houghton, Alice Ellam, 

Georgina Oxenbury, 

Malcolm Walker, Tom 

Waters, Tim Jenkinson, 

Michael Jones, Hugh 

Stockton. Chloe Wallis 

Gareth Lyon, Margaret 
Houghton, Carol Prigmore. 

 

Lord in your mercy, Hear 
our Prayer 

Merciful God, we pray for 
those saddened by the 
death of someone close to 
them. Give them your 
comfort as they mourn for 
their loved ones and turn 
their darkness into 
light.  We commend to your 
everlasting love and care 
those who have died 
praying that will rest eternal 
in the light of Christ. We 
remember especially… 

John (Jack) Birkenhead RIP 

Doris Benson RIP 

 

Lord in your mercy, Hear 
our Prayer 

Gracious God, help us to see 
this time of Lent as an 
opportunity to develop our 
discipleship and discipline 
and as your Son Jesus 
showed us how to reject 
temptation, fill us with grace 
to be faithful to his example 
in this Lenten season and 
the years ahead. 

Merciful Father: accept 
these prayers for the 

sake of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 

The Vicar would love 
more items for the 

news sheet – either 
send by email or call 
01925 279 292 by 
Thursday 12 noon. 

 


