
Parish News Sheet 

for week beginning 

14th February 2021 

 

Sunday 

Before 

Lent 
 

Welcome to St 

Peter’s Newton Le 

Willows 
 

 

Prayer and Chat Group 

 
Each Monday evening - 

7pm to 8pm. 

Contact the Vicar 

revstephengrey@gmail.com 

- who will send you a Zoom 

link. No need to bring 

anything except yourself to 

the group. 

 

Church Update 

I am pleased to say 

that the church is 

now open for 

prayer each 

weekday and 

Sunday from 11am 

to 12noon. 
If you pass church on 

your daily walk and see 

anything of concern, 

please contact the Vicar 

on 01925 279 292. 

 

‘Glorifying God and 

serving the 

community in the 

name of Jesus Christ’ 
 

 

 

‘Virtual Cuppa’ 
 

 

‘A new way of 

keeping in touch.’ 

 

 

Each Wednesday at 

11am – Come and join us 

Please contact the Vicar 

revstephengrey@gmail.com 

who will then invite you by 

Zoom to our mid-morning 

get together. Please 

make sure you have your 

cuppa in hand! (and 

perhaps even a biscuit or 

two!) 

 

 

 

School News 

 
Please take a look at the 

new Chaplaincy page on the 

school website.  

 

Sunshine Mountain 
A piece of poetry used 
during school worship on 
Thursday. 
 
Climb, climb up sunshine 
mountain 
Heavenly breezes blow 
Climb, climb up sunshine 
mountain 
Faces all aglow 
Turn, turn from sadness and 
sorrow 
Look to God on high 
Climb, climb up sunshine 
mountain 
You and I 
 
Mia & Ruby [Carol Hillam’s 
Granddaughters] have 
shared their home-schooling 
work. 
 Well done Mia and Ruby 
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KEEP IN TOUCH 

For the service sheet 

contact Canon Stephen 

Tel: 01925 279 292 email: 

revstephengrey@gmail.c

om  

For the Website contact 

Wendy Jones at 

cwjones247@gmail.com  

For more information 

please visit our website 

www.stpetersnewton.org 

Follow us on Facebook 

@stpetersnewtonlewillows 

 

Thank you to 

everybody who has donated to 

our foodbank. Donations can 

be made at the Spar on the 
High Street or Tuesday 

between 10am and 11am, at St 
John’s Earlestown.  If you 

cannot leave home and wish to 
make a donation, please 

contact the Vicar. 

Young Church 

If you want to get involved 

in Sunday School activities 

while church is closed head 

to our Facebook page.  

Community News 
Dementia Day Centre  
A dementia day centre in 

Golborne, offering support 

for families and those living 

with dementia and 

struggling at this difficult 

time.  It has remained open 

throughout the pandemic 

and has been a vital 

essential service for those 

struggling.  If you would like 

more information, see 

attachment to this email. 

 

Deanery News 
The Winwick Way 

 
The Deanery Mission & 
Pastoral Committee’s 

proposal that we advertise 
for a Priest-in-Charge for St 
Michael’s, Burtonwood, who 

will also serve as Curate, 
licensed to the Newton 

Team has been approved 
by the Diocese.  Interviews 

will take place soon. 
 

‘The Bishop Calls’ 
Diocesan News 

 

 
 
All parishes are being 
invited to take part during 
Lent in study sessions 
following the new church 
report ‘Living in Love & 
Faith: Christian teaching 
and learning about 
identity, sexuality, 
relationships and 
marriage.  More details 
soon. 
 
Please read the letter 
[sent as a separate 
attachment to the email] 
from the Diocese outlining 
the challenge facing us at 
this time. 
 
 

 

‘Money, Money, Money’ 

 

Please consider paying your 
collection through the bank 
as this helps us plan. Please 
consider using the Parish 
Giving Scheme as this not 

only pays the money directly 
into our bank account but 
also adds Gift Aid if you're a 
taxpayer. Please phone 
0333 002 1271 and quote 
parish number 220622211 

 

If you would like to make a 
one-off donation please 
contact our treasurer Wendy 
Jones, 109, Highmarsh 
Crescent, Newton le 
Willows, WA12 9WE. 

 

 

Corona Virus Updates 
 

For general advice about the 
virus see  
https://www.churchofenglan
d.org/more/media-
centre/coronavirus-covid-
19-ance-church 
 

 

 
 

If you would or somebody 
you know would appreciate 
a call from the Vicar please 
ring 01925 279292 or email 
revstephengrey@gmail.com  
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Parish People 
 
 

 
 

 
Would you like to share with 
us how you have coped with 

the times of lockdown? 
Perhaps a prayer or reading 
that sustained you and gave 
you hope for the future will 
help others. Please contact 
revstephengrey@gmail.com  

 
 

 

 

‘Worship Matters’ 

 
This Sunday 

Last Before Lent 
 

Collect 

Holy God, you know the 
disorder of our sinful lives: 
set straight our crooked 
hearts and bend our wills to 
love your goodness and 
your in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 
Readings 
 

 
 

 

2 Corinthians 4. V 3-6 
Treasures in Jars of Clay. 
 
Mark 9. V 2-9 
The Transfiguration 
 
Reflection 

Transfiguration Sunday 

marks the end of the 

season of Epiphany.  

There is a lot of talk 

about light during 

Epiphany, beginning with 

the shining star that led 

the Wise Men to Jesus.   

Epiphany literally means 

‘to shine on’ or ‘give light 

to’ and today’s gospel 

reading about the 

Transfiguration is all 

about light shining from 

people’s faces, because 

they have encountered 

the mystery and presence 

of God. 

 

But how confusing for the 

disciples.  Peter, James 

and John have been with 

Christ up the mountain.  

There can be no 

confusion for them as to 

who Christ is, He truly is 

the Messiah, the Son of 

God.  Even though Peter 

has already made his 

declaration that Jesus I 

the Christ the voice from 

the cloud leaves them in 

no doubt as they are then 

instructed to listen to 

Christ.  After such an 

experience they would 

certainly do anything 

Christ asks of them. 

But strangely, the first 

thing Christ says to them 

is that they should tell no 

one about what had 

happened and what they 

had seen until the one 

they had just seen 

transfigured in glory has 

died and risen from the 

dead.  How could being 

the Messiah, the Son of 

God involve suffering as 

well as glory, pain as well 

as light and life?  Jesus 

had already begun to 

explain what would 

happen to Him but it’s 

easy to imagine the 

disciples forgetting this in 

the heat, light and glory 

of the moment.   

 

Mark records that the 

disciples obeyed Christ’s 

command faithfully, but 

then did talk among 

themselves as to what 

this could possibly mean!  

There are times when we 

too catch glimpses of 

God’s glory, and even 

reflect its radiance in our 

faces.  There are times 

too when we are 

confused and don’t 

understand what is 

happening in the heat of 

the moment.  Those are 

the times when we, like 
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the disciples, have to step 

out in faith, sure in the 

certain hope that we will 

only fully understand 

God’s plan and our part in 

it when we meet with the 

transfigured and 

resurrected Christ 

resplendent in all His light 

and Glory. 

Today’s gospel reading 

follows the declaration by 

the disciples that Jesus is 

the Messiah.  So their 

decision about Jesus is 

not prompted by what 

they see on the mountain.  

It’s more like what they 

see and hear on the 

mountain is a 

confirmation of what they 

have already come to 

believe, that Jesus is 

indeed the Messiah.  As 

Jane Williams writes,”’ 

This is my Son, my 

Beloved’ – you have made 

the right choice”.  

 

The thin curtain that 

separates the spiritual 

and physical dimensions 

of the cosmos is pulled 

back and the disciples see 

the glory of the Father 

and His heavenly 

Kingdom about to break 

through on earth.  Jesus 

is the fulfilment of the Old 

Testament law and the 

prophets and brings to a 

completion their work.  In 

Jesus, confirmed once 

again at the 

transfiguration, a new day 

is now dawning, a new 

era has come.  Light is 

breaking though in our 

world in a new way.  

Jesus coming was not a 

trivial event – it would 

have cosmic and 

cataclysmic 

consequences!   

 

The memory of the 

glorious encounter would 

last with Peter, James and 

John for the rest of their 

lives and into eternity.  

Whatever they would 

encounter as they 

followed Jesus, the joys, 

trials and tribulations of 

life as a disciple of Jesus 

that particular experience 

and memory would 

remain with them.  They 

would recall it at night, 

they would think of it as 

Jesus spoke to them and 

taught them of His 

Father’s love for them and 

the world.   

They would hold it before 

them as they went out 

into the community in 

which they lived, to share 

what it meant to have 

had an encounter with the 

Son of God and the 

transformation that 

brought in their own lives.  

If they’d lived in an era of 

smartphones they would 

certainly have taken a few 

‘selfies’ to capture the 

moment and to help them 

remember it for the rest 

of their lives! 

Given that Peter, James 

and John witnessed the 

bright light of the glory of 

God it's perhaps not 

surprising that it is these 

same disciples who are 

with Jesus in His hour of 

deepest agony and 

darkness in the Garden of 

Gethsemane.  In the dark, 

they would remember the 

light.  In the hour of 

Jesus’ deepest affirmation 

and challenge, they would 

remember the mountain 

top experience.  And yet, 

not all the disciples 

experienced the 

transfiguration.  They, like 

many others to follow 

them, would need to live 

off the experience of the 

few who had witnessed 

firsthand the intervention 

of God and His voice 

speaking in His creation.   

 

 
 

But mystical experiences 

are not just the privilege 

of a few.  Each of us in 

our own way can 

experience similar 



mystical experiences at 

different times of our 

lives.  They can be times 

when we are reassured of 

God’s personal 

relationship and love for 

us as individuals, they can 

assure us of God’s 

purpose in our lives, or 

that can just be a mystical 

experience of a power 

other than ourselves in 

our lives for a brief 

moment.  But just 

because we do not always 

see and hear the 

transforming and 

transfiguring light and 

voice of God does not 

mean that they do not 

exist, for others or for 

ourselves.  

 

 Our faith will always be a 

mixture of our own 

personal experience and 

spiritual journey and the 

reflected experience and 

stories of others on the 

same road.  We may not 

always hear and 

experience God in the 

same way as others but 

we should not deny the 

reality of that experience 

just because it is not ours.  

God, through His Son 

Jesus, speaks to each one 

of us differently, meets 

with us in different ways; 

wants us to encounter 

Him not only in our 

mountain top experiences 

but in our valleys of 

despair.  And as He does, 

as we acknowledge the 

voice that says, ‘This is 

my beloved Son, listen to 

Him’, as we listen to Him 

and let the light of the 

transfiguration into our 

lives, so Christ is able to 

transfigure and transform 

our lives. 

When life is at its most 

confusing and uncertain 

as it is now or when we 

are most afraid (like the 

disciples up the mountain 

with Jesus) we can still 

look around and see and 

realise the glory of God, 

and in doing so begin to 

get an insight into Him 

and of our place in His 

world.  Our place in 

reflecting the glory which 

is His however badly and 

inadequately we might 

feel we do this.   We also 

need to appreciate the 

elusive quality of the 

revelation of God’s glory.   

 

The disciples found that it 

could not be contained or 

controlled and it never will 

be.  It is, by its very 

nature, elusive.  When 

God touches us, as he 

does to each one of us, 

we should appreciate the 

moment and move on 

down the mountain and 

back to real life, not try to 

build structures around an 

experience or to try to 

capture it or put it on 

record as if it was 

something to be 

photographed but live it 

for the immediacy and let 

it change our lives 

forever.  

 
 
Prayers 
Intercessions 
Sunday before Lent 
 

 
Almighty God, at the 
Transfiguration you showed 
Jesus in a new state of glory 
and gave His disciples a 
glimpse of what they would 
see in his risen life.  As we 
worship together week by 
week help us to get a 
glimpse of your heavenly 
kingdom as well as a deeper 
understanding of how your 
son, Jesus, can transfigure 
our broken and unfulfilled 
lives. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 

Holy God, we thank you for 
the ongoing renewal of our 
spiritual awareness; for 
allowing us all to grow in 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
structure of the Church; and 
we especially pray that we 
will soon be able to meet in 
person. 



Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 

Faithful God, give your 
wisdom and heavenly grace 
to all bishops, and priests 
and deacons, especially 
Bishop Paul, Bishop Bev and 
Archdeacon Simon, and to 
all others who hold office in 
your church, that, by their 
service, faith may abound 
and your kingdom increase. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 

Creator God, as we pray for 
your world we ask that you 
take from us all hatred and 
prejudice.  Give us the spirit 
of love, for all people 
whatever their race or creed 
and give the same spirit of 
acceptance to all world 
leaders that through mutual 
understanding and common 
endeavour peace and 
prosperity may be increased 
throughout the world. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 

Loving God, with the grace 
of your holy spirit, comfort 
all who are in sorrow, need, 
sickness 
adversity.  Remember those 
who suffer persecution for 
their faith.  Have mercy on 
those to whom death draws 
near.  Give consolation to 
those in sorrow or mourning 
and as you take them into 
your tender care help may 
they be strengthened by the 
power of your love. 

Elaine Fairhurst, Daniel 

Ainsworth, Pam Rigby, 

Brian Lord, Tanya Hurst, 

Mary Spencer, Kevin 

McMullen, Vicky Rankin, 

Peter Gooch, Alicia Eccles, 

Ben Stafford, Joan 

Chesworth, Mary Parry, 

Enid Barton, Annie 

Houghton, Alice Ellam, 

Georgina Oxenbury, 

Malcolm Walker, Tom 

Waters, Tim Jenkinson, 

Michael Jones, Hugh 

Stockton. Chloe Wallis 

Gareth Lyon 
 

Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 

Merciful God, we pray for all 
who have died; especially 
those who, by the example 
of their lives, encouraged us 
in our faith.  As we pray for 
them, may they, in turn, 
continue to pray for us so 
that we may stay true to our 
faith and give the example 
of ourselves to others. 

John (Jack) Birkenhead RIP 

Barbara Holmes, RIP 

 
Gracious God, as we move 
into the coming week, help 
us to take with us all that 
we have heard during our 
time together, may those 
words be grafted onto our 
hearts and produce in us 
the fruits of a good life, to 
the praise and honour of 
your Holy Name. 

Merciful Father: accept 
these prayers for the 
sake of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.   Amen 

 
 

The Vicar would love 
more items for the 

news sheet – either 
send by email or call 
01925 279 292 by 
Thursday 12 noon. 

 


