
Parish News Sheet 

for week beginning 

7th February 2021 

2nd Sunday Before Lent 

 

(A new look news 

sheet which will 

evolve in style over 

the next few weeks) 

 

Welcome to St 

Peter’s Newton Le 

Willows 
 

 

Prayer and Chat Group 

 
Each Monday evening - 

7pm to 8pm. 

Contact the Vicar 

revstephengrey@gmail.com 

- who will send you a Zoom 

link. No need to bring 

anything except yourself to 

the group. 

 

Church Update 

I am pleased to say 

that the church is 

now open for 

prayer each 

weekday and 

Sunday from 11am 

to 12noon. 
If you pass church on 

your daily walk and see 

anything of concern, 

please contact the Vicar 

on 01925 279 292. 

 

‘Glorifying God and 

serving the 

community in the 

name of Jesus Christ’ 
 

 

 

‘Virtual Cuppa’ 
 

 

‘A new way of 

keeping in touch.’ 

 

 

Each Wednesday at 

11am – Come and join us 

Please contact the Vicar 

revstephengrey@gmail.com 

who will then invite you by 

Zoom to our mid-morning 

get together. Please 

make sure you have your 

cuppa in hand! (and 

perhaps even a biscuit or 

two!) 

 

KEEP IN TOUCH 

For the service sheet 

contact Canon Stephen 

Tel: 01925 279 292 email: 

revstephengrey@gmail.c

om  

For the Website contact 

Wendy Jones at 

cwjones247@gmail.com  

For more information 

please visit our website 

www.stpetersnewton.org 

Follow us on Facebook 

@stpetersnewtonlewillows 

 

Thank you to 

everybody who has donated to 

our foodbank. Donations can 

be made at the Spar on the 
High Street or Tuesday 

between 10am and 11am, at St 
John’s Earlestown.  If you 

cannot leave home and wish to 
make a donation, please 

contact the Vicar. 

Young Church 

If you want to get involved 

in Sunday School activities 

while church is closed head 

to our Facebook page.  

Community News 
Dementia Day Centre  
A dementia day centre in 

Golborne, offering support 

for families and those living 

with dementia and 

struggling at this difficult 

time.  It has remained open 

throughout the pandemic 

and has been a vital 

essential service for those 

struggling.  If you would like 

more information, see 

attachment to this email. 
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School News 

 
Please take a look at the 

new Chaplaincy page on the 

school website.  

 

 

Deanery News 
The Winwick Way 

 
The Deanery Mission & 
Pastoral Committee’s 

proposal that we advertise 
for a Priest-in-Charge for St 
Michael’s, Burtonwood, who 

will also serve as Curate, 
licensed to the Newton 

Team has been approved 
by the Diocese.  Interviews 

will take place soon. 
 

 

‘The Bishop Calls’ 
Diocesan News 

 

 
 
All parishes are being 
invited to take part during 
Lent in study sessions 
following the new church 
report ‘Living in Love & 
Faith: Christian teaching 
and learning about 
identity, sexuality, 
relationships and 
marriage.  More details 
soon. 
 
Please read the letter 
[sent as a separate 
attachment to the email] 
from the Diocese outlining 
the challenge facing us at 
this time. 
 

 

Corona Virus Updates 
 

For general advice about the 
virus see  
https://www.churchofenglan
d.org/more/media-
centre/coronavirus-covid-
19-ance-church 
 

 
 

 

‘Money, Money, Money’ 

 

Please consider paying your 
collection through the bank 
as this helps us plan. Please 
consider using the Parish 
Giving Scheme as this not 
only pays the money directly 
into our bank account but 
also adds Gift Aid if you're a 
taxpayer. Please phone 
0333 002 1271 and quote 
parish number 220622211 

 

If you would like to make a 
one-off donation please 
contact our treasurer Wendy 
Jones, 109, Highmarsh 
Crescent, Newton le 
Willows, WA12 9WE. 

 

 

Parish People 
 
 

 
 

 
Would you like to share with 
us how you have coped with 

the times of lockdown? 
Perhaps a prayer or reading 
that sustained you and gave 
you hope for the future will 
help others. Please contact 
revstephengrey@gmail.com  

 
 

Thank you from 
Stephen de Looze 

 
Stephen de Looze would like 
to thank all friends of his 
mother, Lilian, for their 
thoughts, kindness and 
donations, following her 
peaceful death on 6 
January, aged 98 
years.  Lilian was a 
remarkable lady in so many 
ways and she will be very 
much missed by her family, 
friends and all whose lives 
she touched. Sadly, the 
covid virus precluded all but 
a few from attending her 
cremation on 25 January 
but the intention is to hold a 
service of thanksgiving later 
in the year, when it is safe 
to do so, and when all 
friends will be able to 
celebrate her life with words 
and music and to share our 
memories.  Donations 
received will be graciously 
given to the St Peter’s flag 
fund, established by the 
family following the tragic 
death of Stephen’s sister 
Alison, in 1977.   
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‘Worship Matters’ 

 
This Sunday 

2nd Before Lent 
 

Collect 

Almighty God, give us 
reverence for all creation 
and respect for every 
person, that we may mirror 
your likeness in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 
Readings 
 
Proverbs 8: 1, 22-31 
Wisdom is called 
 
Colossians 1: 15-20 
The Supremacy of Christ 
 
John 1: 1-14 
The Word became flesh 

 
 
 
Reflection 

This weeks’ Gospel is one 
that most people associate 
with the Gospel for the 
Christmas season 
particularly Christmas Day 
and, of course Nine lessons 
and Carols. However, in the 
past forty years or so those 
who put our readings and 
worship together have 
dabbled with linking it with 
the theme of creation.  
 
In the Alternative Service 
Book of 1980, the gospel 

was used on the fourth 
Sunday before Advent. As a 
curate I remember one of 
my home communicants 
declaring it as absolute 
madness and another 
reason why we should use 
only the Book of Common 
Prayer (1662)! 
 
In Common Worship (2000) 
it is now used on this 
coming Sunday - the 2nd 
before Lent. Whilst many 
will still see this as 
confusing I can see again a 
natural link with creation 
and with the theme of light 
we have just shared with 
Feast of the Presentation of 
Christ in the temple as 
recorded in Saint Luke’s 
Gospel. Let us look at these 
two side by side. You might 
find it helpful if you read 
today’s gospel, John 1 1-14 
alongside Luke 2. 22-40. 
 

 
John 1 v1-14 as we know 
sets the theme of eternal 
existence and creation. The 
Word of God, Jesus Christ, 
sharing in the eternal 
essence or nature of God 
the Father. ‘In the beginning 
was the Word of God and 
the Word was with God.’ 
 
The Gospel of John is the 
most overtly metaphysical of 
the four gospels; its focus is 
not on the events of the life 
of Jesus of Nazareth so 
much as on the Christ—the 
infinite spiritual power that 
Jesus came to embody and 
demonstrate.  
 

This is clear from these very 
first verses, which 
deliberately echo the 
beginning of the Book of 
Genesis and present a fresh 
understanding of the entire 
process of Creation. The 
Word—the light that shines 
in the darkness—is not 
uniquely Jesus; it is the 
Christ. It is the indwelling, 
immediate presence and 
power of God that is the 
true identity of every 
person.  
 
Moving on in the passage 
we’re then told at 1:17 that 
“the law was given through 
Moses.” Now this doesn’t 
mean that Moses was the 
law; he was the channel 
through which awareness of 
the law flowed into our 
collective human 
consciousness. Similarly, 
“grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ.” Jesus 
became fully the Christ in 
expression, as a shining 
example of the potential 
that lives in each and all of 
us.  
 
If you understand “Word” to 
be “the Christ,” the truth of 
our spiritual Oneness with 
God, the passage becomes 
a ringing affirmation of our 
innate Oneness with all that 
God is.  
 
In essence it is the eternal 
word of God made flesh in 
the baby of Bethlehem. The 
promised saviour of the Old 
Testament was present at 
the beginning with God the 
Father. The promises of God 
glimpsed and proclaimed by 
the prophets of Israel is 
now present for all to see 
and glory. 
 
The themes of creation, 
revelation, light and 
fulfilment in Christ also find 



full expression in the Feast 
of the Presentation of Christ 
in the Temple or 
Candlemas, which we 
celebrated last Tuesday. 
The story links seamlessly 
and most beautifully with 
today’s gospel in its 
proclamation that the 
eternal light and Word of 
God speaks to the past, 
present and future. 
 

 
The presentation of the 
baby Jesus is a seminal 
event in his life, and yet the 
remarkable thing about it is 
how the spotlight falls on 
three other people who 
realise the full significance 
of this small vulnerable child 
presented in the temple of 
the Lord in Jerusalem. 
Three people, Simeon, Anna 
and Mary who experience in 
their own way the revelation 
of the eternal light and word 
of God. 
 
For Luke the really 
important thing about 
Simeon is the promise of 
God. The Holy Spirit told 
him he would not die before 
seeing the Messiah. This 
promise of God linked 
Simeon with centuries of 
Jews who had thought, for 
one reason or another, that 
they might see the messiah 
in their lifetime, that this or 
that would herald his 
coming. 
 
So when he recites the line 
used by Roman slaves on 
being given their freedom 
(Master, you are letting your 
slave go in peace’), Simeon 

is speaking for all those 
centuries of enslaved Jews - 
free at last! 
 
Furthermore, and here 
again is a link with the 
reading from chapter one of 
St John, the light that is 
shining for Israel’s glory is 
also a light  is also a light to 
enlighten non Jews, the 
Gentiles - so the chains are 
also falling off past millennia 
of pagans enslaved by 
ignorance and idolatry. 
Simeon links the Light with 
the past.  
 

 
 
Anna, the second person in 
the story also sees the Light 
and promptly tells everyone 
about the child. So, she 
represents the Light going 
out into the world in the 
present moment. 
 
The future spotlight falls on 
Mary, mother of Jesus. Mary 
will suffer agonies as she 
witnesses her son’s 
crucifixion, plotted by his 
enemies in the dark 
shadows cast by the Light.  
 
But compassionate as ever, 
St Luke reminds us that 
Mary will, before that, see 
her son grow in strength 
and wisdom, with God’s 
grace upon him. 
 
These three special people 
discovered the true nature 
of Jesus in their own 
distinctive way. 
 
May we, as Christ’s disciples 
today, discover anew, with 
our whole being the love of 

God in Jesus Christ. In our 
discipleship, worship, and 
service may we proclaim the 
one who was and is and is 
to come. 
 
 
 
Prayers 
Intercessions 
2nd before Lent 
 

 
 

Everliving God, our creator 
and redeemer, you love us 
and know us better than we 
know ourselves. With a 
word you created all things 
and so we pray that you will 
hear the words of your 
children as we pray; giving 
thanks to you for your 
church, the world and its 
peoples. 
 
Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 
 
Mighty God, we pray for the 
worldwide Christian Church 
in all its wonderful 
diversity.  We pray 
especially for those 
churches who meet together 
in difficult and dangerous 
circumstances and at this 
time of the Pandemic for all 
those churches who cannot 
meet in person but only 
online. May they feel your 
abiding presence to uphold 
their courage and 
strengthen their faith. As we 
pray for our clergy here in 
Newton we bring before you 
all those who lead and 
inspire our worship, those 
who visit and pray for the 
sick and bereaved and those 
who carry out the 



maintenance and 
administration of our group 
of churches. 
 
Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 
 
Creator God we pray for 
your world and its peoples 
with all their needs, 
questions and longings.  So 
often we struggle to 
understand the reasons 
behind things like 
Coronavirus; and yet we 
know that during such 
events your love is shown in 
the acts of bravery, 
selflessness and compassion 
which follow. We pray for all 
who suffer in such dreadful 
circumstances and for those 
who are tasked with 
providing medical and 
community support and, 
eventually, the long task of 
recovery that will surely 
follow this devastating 
Pandemic. 
 
Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 
 
Father God we pray for our 
local communities, that each 
of us might make use of our 
individual talents enabling 
all to flourish as a witness to 
the “One Body” of the 
church.  Help us to spread 
the warmth of your love to 
everyone we meet whether 
in person or online. 
 
Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 
 
Loving God we pray for 
those in need in our own 
community, the sick and the 
dying, the elderly, the 
housebound and those in 
care homes, hospitals and 
hospices and for the work 
and devotion of those who 
care for them.  We thank 
you for Carers whose love 

and compassion bring both 
material and spiritual 
comfort at times of 
need.  We raise before you 
now those for whom prayer 
has been requested. 
 

Elaine Fairhurst, Daniel 

Ainsworth, Pam Rigby, 

Brian Lord, Tanya Hurst, 

Mary Spencer, Kevin 

McMullen, Vicky Rankin, 

Peter Gooch, Alicia Eccles, 

Ben Stafford, Joan 

Chesworth, Mary Parry, 

Enid Barton, Annie 

Houghton, Alice Ellam, 

Georgina Oxenbury, 

Malcolm Walker, Tom 

Waters, Tim Jenkinson, 

Michael Jones,  

Hugh Stockton. 

 
Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 
 
Merciful God be close to 
those who feel the pain of 
grief at the loss of a loved 
one whether recent or as 
each anniversary passes. 
Help us to support all those 
who mourn with our 
prayers, with words of 
comfort and with practical 
help as they struggle to 
come to terms with their 
loss. We especially pray 
for…. 
 

Merrilyn Hambleton RIP 

Denis Hall, Priest RIP 

John (Jack) Birkenhead RIP 

 
Lord, in your mercy: hear 
our prayer. 
 
Help us during the coming 
week to live the Good 
News.  Give us the will each 
day to live in life eternal. Let 
our citizenship be in heaven 
with the whole company of 
the redeemed and with 
countless angels, praising, 
worshipping and adoring 

him who sits upon the 
throne forever and ever. 
 
Merciful Father: accept 
these prayers for the 
sake of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.   Amen 
 

 

The Vicar would love 
more items for the 

news sheet – either 
send by email or call 
01925 279 292 by 
Thursday 12 noon. 

 


