
The Parishes of Adbaston, Gnosall, Knightley & High Offley, Moreton and Norbury 

Weekly News and Notices 

 
Sunday 21st February 2021 (First Sunday of Lent)  

 
As darkness gives way to light and winter sleep to fresh beginnings: 
We come today to be reminded of God's love for us.  
 
Like the green shoots of renewed life, stirring beneath the soil: 
We welcome an awakening of God's word in our lives. 
 
In this time of reflection and repentance: 
We affirm our identity, we claim our security, as children of God.  Amen  
  
CONFESSION 
Heavenly Father, we come to you now in penitence and faith and offer ourselves to you in 
confidence of your mercy. 
 
Gracious God, we have come to see that our lives fall far short of your glory: Have mercy and 
forgive us. 
 
You have given your Son for us, and poured out your Spirit, yet we fail to return your love with all 
our heart: Have mercy and change us. 
 
Too often we are selfish and proud, ignoring you and neglecting others:  Have mercy and cleanse 
us. 
 
When we do not truly trust and obey you, we are overwhelmed by self-pity, fear and worry: 
Have mercy and deliver us. 
 
In Christ we are given a sure hope and secure love, yet we follow the false hopes and desires of 
this world: Have mercy and renew us. 
 
Father, through the redeeming death of your Son, by your Spirit, and through your word, enable us 
to follow you with joy: All this we ask, confident of your faithfulness and love.   Amen 
 
ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive you 
your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy of  
his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
COLLECT 
Heavenly Father, your Son battled with the powers of darkness, and grew closer to you in the 
desert: help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer that we may witness to your  
saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen   
 
FIRST READING:     Genesis 9: 8-17 
Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons who were with him. He said,   “I am now making my 
covenant with you and with all your children who will be born after you.  I am making it also with 



every living creature that was with you in the ark.  I am making my covenant with the birds, the 
livestock and all the wild animals.  I am making it with all the creatures that came out of the ark 
with you.  In fact, I am making it with every living thing on earth.   Here is my covenant I am 
making with you.  The waters of a flood will never again destroy all life.  A flood will never again 
destroy the earth.” 

God continued,  “My covenant is between me and you and every living creature with you.  It is a 
covenant for all time to come.  Here is the sign of the covenant I am making.   I have put my 
rainbow in the clouds.  It will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.   Sometimes 
when I bring clouds over the earth, a rainbow will appear in them.   Then I will remember my 
covenant between me and you and every kind of living creature.  The waters will never again 
become a flood to destroy all life.  When the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it.  I will 
remember that my covenant will last forever.  It is a covenant between me and every kind of living 
creature on earth.” 

So God said to Noah,  “The rainbow is the sign of my covenant. I have made my covenant between 
me and all life on earth.” 

This is the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL READING:  Mark 1: 9-15 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John :    Glory to you O Lord. 

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee.  John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River.   Jesus 
was coming up out of the water.  Just then he saw heaven being torn open. Jesus saw the Holy 
Spirit coming down on him like a dove.   A voice spoke to him from heaven.  It said,  “You are my 
Son, and I love you.  I am very pleased with you.” 

At once the Holy Spirit sent Jesus out into the desert.  He was in the desert forty days. There Satan 
tempted him. The wild animals didn’t harm Jesus.  Angels took care of him. 

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee.  He preached the good news of God.  “The 
time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near.  Turn away from your sins and 
believe the good news!” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord:       Praise to you O Christ 
 
 REFLECTION 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us declare our faith in God: 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
We believe in one God;  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.    Amen 
 
We bring our prayers using the response:   Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayers 
 
In our year’s mind we remember: J Roger Kelly, Betty Woods 
 
Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.    Amen 
  
PEACE 
Pray for peace, seek for peace.  Speak of peace, act in peace:  The peace of the  
Lord be always with you:  and also with you 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Father, thank you that your promises are sure.  Your word says that we will find joy in offering our 
time, talents, and money to meet the needs of others.  Help us to give freely, sacrificially and 
cheerfully towards the work of your kingdom.  Accept our gifts and cause the seeds that we sow to 
grow into well-watered, fruitful trees of life.  Amen.   
 
The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by the Body of 
Christ of which we are members.  In making our communion spiritually, we are joining with 
Christians everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us,  ‘I am the Bread of Life’. 
 
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.   Amen.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with you always’.  
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you. 
Hear my prayers for others and for myself and keep me in your care.   Amen.  
 
O God, help me to trust you, help me to know that you are with me, help me to believe that 
nothing can separate me from your love revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.  
O Lord and heavenly Father, we your humble servants entirely desire your fatherly goodness 
mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching you to 
grant, that by the merits and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we 
and all your whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 
Amen 
 
BLESSING 



The Holy and the strong one, the only true God, scatter the darkness from before you, deliver you 
from the powers of evil, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in life eternal;  and the 
blessing……  
 
Stay safe and alert to love and serve the Lord.   In the name of Christ,   Amen.  
 

NOTICES 
 

Although our churches will be remaining open during lock down Bishop Michael has given us 
permission to hold our services for the foreseeable future, via zoom. However, our churches will be 
open during the week for private prayer. Thank you to everyone who is making this possible by 
opening and closing our buildings and cleaning them in between. I have had a number of messages 
of thanks from people who are regularly going into church and finding peace and comfort. We will 
still be holding services via ZOOM of Night Prayer at 9.30pm each evening and Morning Prayer 
each Tuesday at 9.30 am (using the same numbers as usual). 

 

HOUSE OF BREAD - We are still collecting non-perishable food, clothing and toiletries for those 
who are homeless and in need. Items can be left in the containers in the garage at the Vicarage in 
Gnosall (as the weather is cold and damp the garage doors will be unlocked for you to out the 
items inside).  

 

NEXT SUNDAY’S SERVICES (28th February,  2021) 
9.00 a.m.  by Telephone   
10.00 a.m. by Computer/IPad 

 

CARNIVAL 2021 
The committee has started to plan for the Carnival in 2021, and have selected the usual day - the 
third Saturday in June, which is the 19th. Please put this in your diaries and spread the word. 
 
We are in need of new committee members and would welcome volunteers. If you are interested 
in helping, please contact:- 
 
Mark Smith  01785 824643    or 07710 623409 
Bob Winfield  01785 822507  or 07808 051150  

 

 If there is anything that you would like including on next week’s notice sheet please let Sue have it 
by Wednesday, either call on 01785 822820 or email: churchofficegnosall@gmail.com.  
Please send ALL emails to churchofficegnosall@gmail.com as Kathryn is now no longer with us. 

 

Kathryn's forwarding address 
St John's Vicarage, 
5 Featherbed Lane, 

Westwood Heath Road 
Coventry 
CV4 7DD 

Email address: rev.kathrynh@gmail.com 

PLEASE TRY TO TAKE THIS SHEET TO ANY MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY WHO AREN’T ABLE 
TO ACCESS IT ELECTRONICALLY. 
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