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St. Mary’s Church, Battersea

7th February 2021

Welcome to St Mary’s Weekly Newsletter. As part of St Mary’s Mission Action

Plan for 2020-25, we are committed to play our part in Treasuring God’s

Creation, by responding to the climate change crisis. This weekend we launch

that response by hearing about what it means to be an EcoChurch and how we

can work towards gaining a Bronze Award this year. This is the first of four

Climate Sundays in 2021, leading up to the COP26 Summit in November.

St Mary’s is open for public worship on Sundays at 9.30am and during the

week, although we strongly advise the most vulnerable to join us virtually, or to

make use of the various resources available to help you worship from home.

Next Sunday: The Second Sunday before Lent (Climate Sunday)

Saturday
5.00pm Vigil Eucharist

Preacher: Simon Butler (In Church & Online)

Sunday
9.30am Holy Communion (Traditional Language)

(In Church & Online Here)

Preacher: Simon Butler (In Church & Online)

11am A Service of the Word (Online Only: Here)

Preacher: Simon Butler

Readings at all Services: Job 38:1-11, 16-18; John1: 1-14

Next Sunday: The Sunday Next before Lent

St Valentine’s Day
Saturday
5.00pm Vigil Eucharist

Preacher: Reverend Aaron Kennedy (In Church & Online)

Sunday
9.30am Holy Communion (Traditional Language)

(In Church & Online Here)

Preacher: Reverend Aaron Kennedy (In Church & Online)

11am A Service of the Word (Online Only: Here)

Preacher: Reverend Aaron Kennedy

Readings at all Services: 1 Corinthians 13; John 15:1-8

Ash Wednesday: 17th February
There will be two services on Ash Wednesday, one at 10am and the other at

7.30pm, which you will be able to come to in church or take part online.

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+38%3A1-18&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John1%3A+1-14&version=NRSVA
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbattersea
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-8&version=NRSVA


Evangelism is a difficult 
word for some Christians, 
conjuring up images of 
people knocking on doors, 
or preaching on street 
corners. But it doesn’t 
have to be like that! Our 
fellow-Anglicans in The 
Episcopal Church (USA) 
have produced a really 
high-quality series of six 
video sessions, with a 
study guide, to help us 
explore what it means to 
embrace evangelism 
without selling your soul 
to manipulative 
techniques, personal 
embarrassment or bad 
theology. At St Mary’s this 
Lent, we will explore this 
course: you can either 
watch the videos in your 
own time or watch it with 
others online. Individual 
and group watchers can 
then come together for 
group discussion and 
some enjoyable 
opportunities to get to 
explore our own and 
others’ faith journeys –
and how we can share 
them. 

Watch the videos yourself at: 
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/embracing

-evangelism/
There’s also a participants guide you can 
download. The course is best done in a 

group so even if your daily routine doesn’t 
give you the time to watch with others, you 

might like to join a group meeting at the 
times below for discussion and storytelling.

Group Gatherings & Registration

Embracing Evangelism will run twice a week on 
Zoom: Monday afternoons and Tuesday evenings.

To register your attendance CLICK HERE

Monday, 2.15pm to 4pm
Passcode: 315136

Tuesday, 7.15pm to 9pm
Passcode: 056228

If you want to watch the videos in your own time 
and just join for the discussion element, join at 

either 3pm on Monday or 8pm on Tuesday.
The Course’s Focus:

“our call to seek, name, 
and celebrate Jesus’ loving 
presence in the stories of 
all people – and then invite 
everyone to more”

Embracing Evangelism

An Alternative Exploration of Evangelism
If you prefer to engage with out Lent theme on an 
individual basis, try our Lent Book Living His Story

by Hannah Steele. Available as a paperback or a 
digital download. You’d still be welcome to join the 

group discussions above if you would like to.

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/embracing-evangelism/
https://forms.gle/edLFq7KiWk2cVjdJ7
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85210328238?pwd=ZFE1VmlVWnFrL1RKUkM5Z2pTU3Y4dz09https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85210328238?pwd=ZFE1VmlVWnFrL1RKUkM5Z2pTU3Y4dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83341762831?pwd=OFJSZnQ0dHZscnhJT0haV0JKcXptQT09


St. Mary’s Church, Battersea

7th February 2021

What’s On This Week
Reverend Aaron Kennedy is on Paternity Leave returning on Saturday.

Monday 8th February Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm

Tuesday 9th February Holy Communion at 12.30pm

Funding & Finance Working Group meets at 7pm

Wednesday 10th February Lectio Divina at 8.30am*

Thursday 11th February Prayer During the Day at 12.30pm

Saturday 13th February Vigil Eucharist at 5.00pm

Sunday 14th February Holy Communion at 9.30am (Trad. Language)

St Valentine’s Day A Service of the Word at 11am (Online Only)

1 Corinthians 13; John 15:1-8

Please note: we will return to the regular worship pattern from Sunday 21st

February, i.e. 8.30am Holy Communion & 11am Parish Eucharist.

*You can take part in the Wednesday Morning Lectio Divina on Zoom (Click)

Meeting ID: 815 2706 3986; Password: 259290. 

A small group continue to say Morning Prayer together on Zoom at 7.30am and welcome 

others to join them. Contact: jenny.scott.thompson@gmail.com

Parish Office News

David Britten will be leaving his role as Church Manager at the end of this month. There will 

be a chance to thank him publically when we can gather together again, but for we should 

acknowledge his service with a simple expression of thanks. There are some decision about 

church management and administration that lead the PCC to want to appoint a new Church 

Manager in slower time than David’s notice period will allow. The PCC is therefore 

delighted that Felicity Brindle has agreed to act as Interim Church Manager for the coming 

two months up to Easter. We will hope to have a new person in post soon after Easter. If 

there are those who could volunteer a little time to assist Felicity in the coming weeks, 

please contact Simon in the first instance.

For Your Prayers

The Sick and those in Need: Mary Paton, Lloyda Maxwell, Jeremy Edwards,

Andy Sherwood, Father Archie, Charles Cullimore & Family

The Recently Departed and their Families: Lawrence Fashesin, Ken Mitchell,

Marily Thompson, Roy Evans, Diane Wright, Sheila Wigdor, Mary Jenkins,

Anthea Kelly, Captain Tom Moore.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81527063986?pwd=anZJVi9hNTRWUWZ5NDJTTUUvb2d6dz09
mailto:jenny.scott.thompson@gmail.com


St. Mary’s Church, Battersea

7th February 2021

Art Commission: Felicity Prazak, a 

member of St Mary’s and local artist, has 

been commissioned to paint a series of 

15 Stations of the Cross - a series of 

devotional paintings to be sited on a 

semi- permanent basis in the Gallery of 

the Church and on the South Staircase 

(and could easily be brought down into 

the body of the building for worship or 

personal devotion). So far 11 of the 15 

paintings have been sponsored at a cost 

of £150 each. Please email Simon at 

vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk if you 

would be interested in sponsoring part 

of this commission. Examples of Felicity’s 

work are on display in the church.

The Sunday before Lent:

Sunday 14th February will be kept as St 

Valentine’s Day. We celebrate the glories of 

human love and, for those who wish to do so 

at home, there will be an opportunity to 

renew your commitment to your beloved and 

to acknowledge the many for who such a 

loving commitment is not part of their reality.

St Mary’s & the Climate Emergency: As 

part of our Mission Action Plan St Mary’s 

has committed to become an Eco 

Church, gaining the Bronze Award by 

the time of COP26 Conference in 

Glasgow in November. To give shape to 

the plan, to surround it and the 

Conference with our prayer, and to 

report on its progress, we will have Four 

Climate Sundays in 2021, on Sunday 7th

February, Sunday 2nd May, Sunday 1st

August and Sunday 31st October, the 

day before the Conference begins. The 

first of these will take the theme of 

Wonder and the subsequent themes will 

be Abundace, Desolation & Restoration.

Lent 2021 – Tell: We’ve taken the decision to 

focus our journey through Lent online this 

year. This year’s Lent Theme – Tell – picks up 

the first of the Five Marks of Mission in our 

Mission Action Plan: we tell the Good News 

of Jesus Christ. There are three ways you can 

join in this exploration of Evangelism, a 

subject that many Anglicans feel a little 

anxious about, but is part of our calling to 

tell the Good News. You can choose to do 

one, or all three, depending on your appetite!

The first is to read our Lent Book Living His 

Story by Hannah Steele. You will need to 

purchase your own copy now.

The second is to take part in a six-session 

online course Embracing Evangelism

produced by our fellow-Anglicans at Virginia 

Theological Seminary in the United States. 

You can watch the videos in your own time 

or join in watching them with others via 

Zoom at two weekly sessions, one daytime, 

one evening. See next page.

The third is to take a free copy of the 

#LiveLent Booklet: God’s Story, Our Story. 

This is a booklet of daily readings and 

reflections in Lent, exploring the connection 

we have between our own stories and the 

greatest Story of all time. These booklets will 

be available in church from next Sunday and 

there are enough copies for everyone at St 

Mary’s.

mailto:vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk


Introducing EcoChurch…
You can find out more about EcoChurch by joining in one of our Sunday services, but 
here are some examples of what others have done to get you thinking

Lyme Regis Baptist
Lyme Regis Baptist Church 
gained a Bronze Eco Church 
Award in February 2016. 
One of the things they did 
by way of working towards 
their Award was to switch 
to a renewable energy 
company to supply the 
electricity and gas used by 
the church. This has made a 
big difference to their 
carbon footprint! However, 
they also found that smaller 
things – like using eco-
friendly cleaning products –
really helped the church 
family to reflect on the 
importance of looking after 
the environment as an 
expression of their faith.

St John’s Waterloo
Dealing with an old building and engaging the 
congregation in entering a ‘personal ecological 
conversion’ were the biggest challenges faced by St 
John’s, Waterloo in working towards an Eco Church 
Award. They found the process really helped them 
see where their strengths and weaknesses lay, and 
ensured the environment was at the top of their 
agenda when developing future plans. Eco Church 
enabled the church to reflect on the environment 
and their theology – a combination that produced 
great synergy and allowed the congregation to 
understand why they were participating in the 
scheme. Having gained a Silver Eco Church Award in 
October 2016, St John’s Church is now going for 
Gold!

St Stephen’s Church, Ealing
Eco Church provided them with a very good 
assessment tool to see what they were doing 
already and to make good plans for progress on 
other things to be addressed in the future. They set 
up five separate teams of people to complete each 
of the five sections of the online Eco Survey. The 
process generated much enthusiasm and 
involvement, which spilled out to others Taking 
small steps was very encouraging and allayed fears 
that large amounts of money would need to be 
spent straight away. The church has, however, been 
saving towards a project to upgrade its toilets and 
drains to required standards, and the roof is 
scheduled for greater insulation in due course. 
Having achieved a Bronze Award, they know it is 
not always wise to expect change quickly, but to set 
realistic targets, to pray and to hope! 

St Edmund’s, Roundhay
St Edmund’s embraced Eco 
Church as a means of 
continuing their work to 
care for creation. 
Completing the online 
survey was a source of 
encouragement because it 
served to illustrate the 
progress they’d already 
made. Reducing the carbon 
footprint of the church 
building was – and will 
continue to be – the biggest 
challenge on account of the 
costs involved. 



Giving To St Mary’s

We invite and encourage everyone who considers St 
Mary’s their spiritual home to make a financial 

contribution to our work. 

The best way of doing this is through setting up a 
Standing Order, so that your giving doesn’t depend upon 

how often you are able to get to church.

To do this, just use these details

Account Name: Battersea Parish Church PCC                  
Sort Code: 502101                                                       

Account Number: 82127468

To Gift Aid your Standing Order or one-off donation, 
please contact the Parish Office

You can now also give using this QR code                 
(please indicate if you are able to Gift Aid)

Contacts

St. Mary's Church
The Parish Office, St. Mary's Crypt Battersea 
Church Road London, SW11 3NA
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm
Tel 020 7228 9648

office@stmarysbattersea.org.uk

Canon Simon Butler
Vicar (Day Off: Thursday Evening/Friday)
vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
07941 552407

Reverend Aaron Kennedy
Associate Vicar for Community Development & 
Mission (Day Off: Friday)
aaron@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
07815 180273

The clergy are always ready to visit, or to offer 
confidential pastoral care. Please contact them 
directly. If you hear that a member of the parish 
is unwell or needs a visit or a call from one of the 
clergy, please let the clergy know. They may not 
have heard and are grateful to be kept informed.

mailto:office@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
mailto:vicar@stmarysbattersea.org.uk
mailto:aaron@stmarysbattersea.org.uk

