
Sunday 17 January 2021

www.stmarkstandrew.org

(no need to book for Christmas Day)

ONLINE SUNDAY
Breakfast@9 LIVE
9.00 - 9.45 in Zoom1

LOCKDOWN 3.0
Dear church family
I hope you are keeping safe and well, as we continue this new
and necessary lockdown. Public worship is still allowed to take
place and until now we have safely and carefully remained
open. The PCC met to review this and consider what is  now
appropriate for our churches. Taking into account the govern-
ment’s message to ‘stay at home’, our duty to our community,
the NHS, and our witness to the city, we have decided that
we would support this message by suspending our live
public gatherings. Among our considerations were the
evidence of the rise in the cases in Wiltshire, and in particular
Bishopdown which is well above the national rate; the number
of people counted as ‘vulnerable’ who attend church; and the
unintended pressure felt by some who attend to help in
services. We would like to keep you all as safe as possible. We
will review our decision in mid-February.

We are aware that we all have different physical, mental and
spiritual responses to this new lockdown and will be trying to
think creatively about how to support each other.

So how will we provide worship and support?
● Please see the right hand panel for plans to provide worship

and support through the week.
● We will continue to have a pastoral phone call support

system in place.
● We will prepare for the marking of Lent and Easter in

creative ways and welcome your ideas.
● Our building will still be used for livestreaming and

occasional pastoral services such as Weddings (up to 6
people) and Funerals (up to 30 people).

● If you need help with shopping or prescriptions please call
the office. If you just need a chat please call Andy or any
listed on p4.

Thank you to all who have been part of the teams that have
kept the churches open over Advent and Christmas and to all of
you now for your understanding. I hold you in my prayers, Andy

IN THE WEEK
ZOOM daily social
Mon - Sat 4pm in Zoom1

Wednesday morning
prayer at 9.30-10.00am in
Zoom1

House Groups are
meeting see p3 to join one.

10.30 Livestreamed
A Joint Parish Service is
broadcast live via our
website and YouTube and
as a recording afterwards.

Followed by CoffeeChat at
11.30-12.00 in Zoom1

...Pick up a Phone...Care, Share
and Prayer Our pastoral phone
call support system is still in
place. Let’s all take part!

https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9586/page/54522/view/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDyJRb9BIqdCz0job8A5iqQ
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09


17 January
2nd Sunday of Epiphany

Lectionary readings:
John 1:43-end worksheet
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20)

Signs & Sayings reading:
John 4:43-54

Collect:
Eternal Lord, our beginning
and our end: bring us with
the whole creation to your
glory, hidden through past
ages and made known in
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

A Coronavirus Prayer:
Keep us, good Lord, under
the shadow of your mercy in
this time of uncertainty and
distress. Sustain and
support the anxious and
fearful, and lift up all who
are brought low; that we
may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can
separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

Sharon Evans on John 4:43-54 for Breakfast@9
Today we read how Jesus revisited Cana, the place where, at
the wedding feast he performed the first of the miraculous
signs that John highlights as his glory was revealed and his
disciples believed in him- an early step on their journey to full
realisation that the one they were following was really the very
Son of God.

Jesus reputation grew as many witnessed the further
miracles that he performed in Jerusalem at the Passover feast
that year. So back in Cana there was great anticipation as
people wondered what amazing things they might see next.
Jesus does not play to the crowd, however. Instead the official
who came from Capernaum to enlist Jesus’ help in healing his
dying son was challenged to put his faith in the power of Jesus’
word that his son would recover and live without Jesus’ physical
presence at his bedside. The official took Jesus at his word, and
returned home. His faith-based obedience was justified by his
son’s recovery which coincided exactly in time with Jesus’
words. The man and all his household believed. They had seen
for themselves how faith in the truth of Jesus’ words brought
life in place of death.

So the lesson from this second miraculous sign that John
records is that Jesus’ words carry power and authority and give
further ground for concluding that he is indeed the Son of God ,
the one who gives abundant life now, and beyond this earthly
life, to those who place their trust in him.

Phil Clements on John 4:43-54
This week we come to the second sign that Jesus performed.
We need to keep in mind what John’s purpose was in telling us
about these signs. He makes it crystal clear later in the gospel –
“These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you might have
life in his name” (John 20:31).
    There is a strong theme of the developing faith of a royal
official who found himself in need of Jesus as well as the
amazing outcome of not only the healing of his son but he
himself and his whole household coming to believe in Jesus.
 Three things emerge from the passage. First, the nature
of faith. This needs not  by spectacular ‘signs and
wonders’ (4: 48) but by simply taking Jesus at his word, as the
official did. Second, the development of faith. In a very
short time the royal official moved from seeking signs and
wonders (48), through taking Jesus at His word (50) to belief
(53). If you were to review your faith journey – where would

you be? Of course at times our faith will be tested. But when we are at the darkest moments in
that metaphorical pit of despair – we can cling simply to this. ‘Jesus knows…’ Third, faith is
central to salvation. The royal official and his household came to belief. Review John 3:14-18
and see how many times ‘believe’ is mentioned! It is not a belief conditional upon seeing signs
and wonders – so much as an unconditional belief that focuses on the risen Lord Jesus.

https://af51dd98-adab-4c43-ba03-c87e019551a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ebdd71_a08af24dc7a24519966c2f8824bdef7c.pdf


*New* Church
Directory 2021

Please contact the Office if
you have any

updates/amendments for the
Church Directory which we
hope to issue very soon.

A Very Fluid Rota
As our rota this term is

constantly changing
depending on circumstances

please check here for the
latest website version or ask
the office for a printed copy.

News & Notices
In brief

Free national telephone line,
offers music, prayers and
reflections as well as full
worship services from the
Church of England at the end
of the phone.
In January, there are a
number of reflections from
Louise Morse, a Christian
author and speaker. Louise will
be exploring how we approach
2021 with a spirit of hope,
especially with much
uncertainty about the future.

 Online Groups running January - Easter

 Dig Deeper 
Tuesday 19th January - 7:30pm in Zoom2
Click here for programme.

Online Housegroups…
Clements: Wednesdays from 27th January - 7:30pm in Zoom2
 The person and work of the Holy Spirit - Programme Card
Evans & Southams: Wednesdays from 20th January -
7:30pm in Zoom1. Interesting Characters in the Bible.
Robertsons & Dew-Jones: Wednesdays in Amanda’s Zoom
Mary Fisher: Tuesdays in Mary’s Zoom
Margaret Court with Morris Munns: Tuesdays 7:30pm
Peter & Janet Dominy: Every second Wednesday.
Christianity Explored: with Andy Bousfield and Gavin
Walker (Bishopdown Evangelical) coming later in January.

Ebay seller – ‘Pennies for God’
Are you an ebay seller? Did you know you can
donate a proportion of your sales, up to 100%
to your favourite charity, and Salisbury St
Mark & Laverstock St Andrew is listed.
Register your favourite charities at
ebayforcharity.org and when you sell turn your
fading worldly goods into eternal heavenly
riches! Thank you.

We will run an online course in the
Spring term. Please contact the office
for details or register at our website
and we will send you info.
www.stmarkstandrew.org/CE

If you would like to join a group or offer a group,
please e-mail the church office at
church@stmarkstandrew.org or just pop along to a group
if the details are listed here.

What’s on…

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9586/page/66364/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9584/news/40541/rota-january-april-2021/
https://stmarkstandrew-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/office_stmarkstandrew_org/EQHpyIyVhXNCpRzNkQWEfL8B-nUlbdsHtoO2Ls2eiOSKEw?e=FhIA3N
https://stmarkstandrew-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/office_stmarkstandrew_org/EcZ2pkNfcGNOkeGJjNWLlr4BZTTRXflLmH5EtIWM_q-5uQ?e=ABIhJd
https://www.ebayforcharity.org/uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9586/page/66364/view/


Mission News PRAYER POINTS
● Sharon, Barry & Phil
leading and preaching
today.

●Homegroups and
Pastoral care for support,
fellowship, learning and
serving together

●For those on our Prayer
Chain:

;
●

●Street Pastors (see insert)
●For all living our their faith,
witness & worship at home.

Contacts
All enquiries and requests for support to Jane Holme:
church@stmarkstandrew.org or by calling 07933 952171
Prayer Chain: prayer@stmarkstandrew.org
Items for the Newssheet: news@stmarkstandrew.org
Parish Administrator Jane Holme: office@stmarkstandrew.org

Vicar - Andy Bousfield (07866 434117) vicar@stmarkstandrew.org
Churchwardens, St Mark’s - Jo King (07771 858547),
Sarah Hardy sarahhardy40@gmail.com
Churchwardens, St Andrew’s - Sue Gallagher (332619),
Russell Jugg (07703 170308) russell.jugg@ntlworld.com

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Do pray for us and contact
the office with suggestions.
MALT 21 January 2021
SALT, MALT and PCC have
their meetings in Zoom1

If you would value prayer for
anything please send requests
to our prayer chain. This will
be shared with home group
leaders and passed to our
dedicated pray-ers. All details
will be treated respectfully.
prayer@stmarkstandrew.org

It costs more to run Sunday
services in Covid-19 - an
extra £195 a week for our

music and technology. Thank
you for your extra donations.

You can still use the link
below, your usual method of

giving, or speak to a treasurer.

Zoom1
Meeting ID 251 131 0154
Passcode zoom2020

Zoom2
Meeting ID 923 007 5605
Passcode 0GmyyD
Our Zoom rooms are available

for your use - to avoid any
clash please let the church

office know in advance.

ZOOM daily social
Join us for a social chat on
Monday - Saturday 4pm in

Zoom1.

Zoom links

January Focus:
Salisbury Street Pastors
Street Pastors have been ‘listening,
caring and helping’ in Salisbury city
centre for over 10 years. You can
read their latest news here. John
Elkins (director) joined us at
Parish Share last week.
He requests prayer for:
▪ A return to patrolling soon
▪ For for the people on the streets
who would normally come into
contact with Street Pastors weekly.
▪ For those that feel lonely and
depressed in our city in lockdown.
▪ Pray for a recovery of the ‘night
time economy’ - businesses
affected by closures this year.

Do you know someone who
would value

receiving this newsletter?
Please encourage them to
subscribe using  this link.

IT Support – if you
would like some IT support,
please get in touch with
Jo – 07771 858547 /
johnandjo.king@gmail.com.
We have several offers of
help who have agreed to
support those who are
struggling
with
technology.

GIVING

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9586/page/57461/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9586/page/57461/view/
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154?pwd=VVJzb2pZSEZWYmFpelg0dHNRTDd5Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/9230075605?pwd=M2J5R0pLWDc1SjlDdU5SSWdET09LUT09
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154
https://zoom.us/j/2511310154
https://streetpastors.org/locations/salisbury-word-on-the-streets/
https://mailchi.mp/30e02a447499/stmarkstandrew-connectme
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Hi Torchlighters!
Sorry we don’t have anything for you this week, please see the Together@home
worksheets instead and check back next week and we will carry on where we left
off!

We would love to hear from you!

Your feedback about Torchlight is very welcome. We
hope you are enjoying reading it each week and having

fun doing the activities.
Clips, pictures of  your crafts, photos, and stories to
camera can be left here or you can email items to

news@stmarkstandrew.org

Thanks for sharing!

What great resources have you discovered to support family
interaction through the LOCKDOWN? Share them with us.

Together at Home (facebook)
A great resource with worksheets and creative
ideas to support  family bible time. Now with
their own website www.tath.co.uk

www.tath.co.uk
https://af51dd98-adab-4c43-ba03-c87e019551a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ebdd71_a08af24dc7a24519966c2f8824bdef7c.pdf
https://stmarkstandrew-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/office_stmarkstandrew_org/EjVWNUh__GdLiGYrxElIMewBixI4KMFgOapTcoALkLE0XQ?e=EaqxNh
https://www.facebook.com/groups/613930636117980/
www.tath.co.uk

