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Sunday 17th January 2021 

Epiphany 2 
 

Welcome to our worship at St. Richards. 

We hope you will find this service sheet 

useful for prayer, meditating on the 

scriptures and as an information service. 

 

As a church family we need to work 

together to protect our most 

vulnerable members. This is crucial as 

we return to church  

It remains important for us, as a 

Christian family, to remember to pray 

for one another and let us gain 

strength from that knowledge 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 

THOSE WORSHIPPING IN  

CHURCH BUILDING: 

 Please wash your hands before entering 

the church. (Anyone who has not will 

not be able to receive communion) 

 Please ensure you wear a face mask 

 Please use the hand sanitiser that’s 

been made available before you pick up 

a service sheet and move to a seat. 

 Please remain seated in your place 

throughout the service except for the 

Gospel and when invited to take 

Communion. 

 There is no toilet available in the 

church. The parish room toilet is 

available for use. 

 There must be no singing, shouting or 

raising of voices. Spoken responses 

during the worship should be in a quiet 

voice. You should be able to hear the 

person next to you making responses 
whilst you are speaking. 

These instructions reflect Church of England 

and Diocesan guidelines and result from a 

careful and prayerful reflection on how we 

can safely and best continue to meet together 

in person as we worship. 

Please keep a time of silence before the 

service begins, to allow everyone to 

prepare quietly for the worship, which is 

to follow. 

 

Opening hymn:  

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

Be all else but naught to me save that 

thou art; 

Be thou my best thought in the day 

and the night, 

Both waking and sleeping, thy presence 

my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true 

word, 

Be thou ever with me, and I with thee, 

Lord; 

Be thou my great Father, and I thy true 

son; 

Be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee 

one. 

 

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for 

the fight; 

be thou my whole armour, be thou my 

true might; 

be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my 

strong tower: 

O raise thou me heavenward, great 

Power of my power. 

 



2 
 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty 

praise: 

Be thou mine inheritance now and 

always; 

Be thou and thou only the first in my 

heart; 

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure 

thou art. 

 

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s 

bright Sun, 

O grant me its joys after victory is won; 

Great Heart of my own heart, 

whatever befall, 

still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
Irish (8thC), tr Mary Byrne (1880-1931) versified by 

Eleanor Hull (1860-1935) 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

and also with you. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
Jesus calls us to be disciples, saying; “Follow me!” 

We meet to hear his call, to respond to it, and to 

commit ourselves to service in his Church and in 

the world. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

We say sorry for the wrong things we have 

done and ask God to forgive us 

The first disciples included those who betrayed, 

denied and forsook Jesus. These formed the 

Church which would preach the Gospel to the 

whole creation  

 

Let us confess our failings in love towards God, 

our neighbours and ourselves, praying grace for 

repentance, forgiveness and amendment of life.  
 

Silence is kept for a time of reflection   
You are the Lord who forgives our weakness 

Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy 

 

You are the Lord who restores and strengthens 

us. Christ have mercy Christ have mercy  

You are the Lord who gives us power to preach 

the Gospel.  

Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly 

repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver 

you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA   

Glory to God in the highest, and 

peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 

God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you 

thanks,  we praise you for your 

glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand 

of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT - A prayer which collects or 

sums up our worship themes for today  

 

Let us pray  

 

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: 

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches 

of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD   

The Bible readings for today: 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  

1 Samuel 3.1-10 

The boy Samuel ministered before 

the LORD under Eli. In those days the 

word of the LORD was rare; there 

were not many visions. 
2 One night Eli, whose eyes were 

becoming so weak that he could 

barely see, was lying down in his 

usual place. 3 The lamp of God had 

not yet gone out, and Samuel was 

lying down in the house of the LORD, 

where the ark of God was.  
4 Then the LORD called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, ‘Here I am.’  
5 And he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I 

am; you called me.’ 

But Eli said, ‘I did not call; go back 

and lie down.’ So he went and lay 

down. 
6 Again the LORD called, ‘Samuel!’ 

And Samuel got up and went to Eli 

and said, ‘Here I am; you called me.’ 

‘My son,’ Eli said, ‘I did not call; go 

back and lie down.’ 
7 Now Samuel did not yet know the 

LORD: the word of the LORD had not 

yet been revealed to him. 
8 A third time the LORD called, 

‘Samuel!’ And Samuel got up and 

went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am; you 

called me.’ 

Then Eli realised that the LORD was 

calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, 

‘Go and lie down, and if he calls you, 

say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant 

is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay 

down in his place. 
10 The LORD came and stood there, 

calling as at the other times, ‘Samuel! 

Samuel!’ 

Then Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your 

servant is listening.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 139.1-5, 12-18  

1 O Lord, you have searched me 

out and known me; you know my 

sitting down and my rising up; you 

discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You mark out my journeys and 

my resting place and are 

acquainted with all my ways. 

3 For there is not a word on my 

tongue, but you, O Lord, know it 

altogether. 

4 You encompass me behind and 

before and lay your hand upon 

me. 

5 Such knowledge is too 

wonderful for me, so high that I 

cannot attain it. 

12  For you yourself created my 

inmost parts; you knit me together 

in my mother's womb. 

13  I thank you, for I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made; marvellous 

are your works, my soul knows 

well. 

14  My frame was not hidden from 

you, when I was made in secret 

and woven in the depths of the 

earth. 

15  Your eyes beheld my form, as 

yet unfinished; already in your 
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book were all my members 

written,  

16  As day by day they were 

fashioned when as yet there was 

none of them. 

17  How deep are your counsels to 

me, O God! How great is the sum 

of them! 

18  If I count them, they are more 

in number than the sand, and at 

the end, I am still in your 

presence. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING:  

Revelation 5.1-10 

Then I saw in the right hand of him 

who sat on the throne a scroll with 

writing on both sides and sealed with 

seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty 

angel proclaiming in a loud voice, 

‘Who is worthy to break the seals 

and open the scroll?’ 3 But no one in 

heaven or on earth or under the 

earth could open the scroll or even 

look inside it. 4 I wept and wept 

because no one was found who was 

worthy to open the scroll or look 

inside. 5 Then one of the elders said 

to me, ‘Do not weep! See, the Lion 

of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, has triumphed. He is able to 

open the scroll and its seven seals.’ 
6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it 

had been slain, standing at the centre 

of the throne, encircled by the four 

living creatures and the elders.  

The Lamb had seven horns and seven 

eyes, which are the seven spirits of 

God sent out into all the earth. 

7 He went and took the scroll from 

the right hand of him who sat on the 

throne. 8 And when he had taken it, 

the four living creatures and the 

twenty-four elders fell down before 

the Lamb. Each one had a harp and 

they were holding golden bowls full 

of incense, which are the prayers of 

God’s people. 9 And they sang a new 

song, saying:  ‘You are worthy to 

take the scroll and to open its seals, 

because you were slain, and with 

your blood you purchased for 

God persons from every tribe and 

language and people and nation. 
10 You have made them to be a 

kingdom and priests to serve our 

God, and they will reign on the 

earth.’ 

 
This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn:  
Be still and know that I am God  

Be still and know that I am God  

Be still and know that I am God  

 

I am the Lord that healeth thee  

I am the Lord that healeth thee  

I am the Lord that healeth thee  

 

In thee, O Lord, I put my trust  

In thee, O Lord, I put my trust  

In thee, O Lord, I put my trust  
Author unknown, based on Psalm 46 

 

Please stand for THE GOSPEL 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia Christ was revealed in 

flesh, proclaimed among the nations and believed 

in throughout the world.     

Alleluia, Alleluia 
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Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

John 1.43-51 
43 The next day Jesus decided to 

leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he 

said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was 

from the town of Bethsaida.  
45 Philip found Nathanael and told 

him, ‘We have found the one Moses 

wrote about in the Law, and about 

whom the prophets also wrote – 

Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ 
46 ‘Nazareth! Can anything good 

come from there?’ Nathanael asked. 

‘Come and see,’ said Philip. 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael 

approaching, he said of him, ‘Here 

truly is an Israelite in whom there is 

no deceit.’ 
48 ‘How do you know me?’ Nathanael 

asked. 

Jesus answered, ‘I saw you while you 

were still under the fig-tree before 

Philip called you.’ 
49 Then Nathanael declared, ‘Rabbi, 

you are the Son of God; you are the 

king of Israel.’ 
50 Jesus said, ‘You believe because I 

told you I saw you under the fig-tree. 

You will see greater things than that.’ 
51 He then added, ‘Very truly I tell 

you, you will see “heaven open, and 

the angels of God ascending and 

descending on” the Son of Man.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please sit for THE SERMON from Rev’d 

Canon Doris 

 

THE CREED 
Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things 

were made. 

For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was 

incarnate from the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary and was made 

man.  

For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the 

Father.  

He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshipped and 

glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets.  



6 
 

We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

 
OUR PRAYERS OF  

INTERCESSION 

 

Please pray for all those who live and 

work in our Parish.  

 

Please pray for an increase in numbers 

of those coming here to St Richard’s.  

 

Please pray for those in need: and all 

those in our Intercessions Book.  

 

Please pray for all those whom we have 

loved but see no longer, and for all those 

who have recently died. We pray for their 

families and friends as they mourn their 

loss.  

 

We pray for all those whose 

anniversaries occur at this time.  

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and let light perpetual shine upon 

them 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Please stand for THE PEACE  
 

Christ calls us to follow him and to love one 

another. As we offer our lives and our work to 

God so we offer our love to each other as we try 

to serve him. 

 

 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  

 

 

 

 

 
Here we would normally gather the gifts of 

the church. Please continue to use this as an 

opportunity to give to the work of the church.  
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin  

my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night,  

I will make their darkness bright.   

Who will bear my light to them?  

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord, Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them. 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them.  

Whom shall I send?  

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 
Daniel L Schutte (b 1947) Words & music ©1981 

 

 

At this time there should be no 

sharing of peace through physical 

contact - nods, waves, and eye 

contact are still possible though! 
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PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
Gracious God, accept the offering of your 

Church, the hearts of your people joined in 

praise and thanksgiving, in the name of Jesus 

Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 

The Lord is here.  His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and 

praise.  

 
Father, we give you thanks and praise through 

your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 

through whom you have created all things; who 

was sent by you in your great goodness to be our 

Saviour. 

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as 

your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on 

earth and went about among us; he opened wide 

his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to 

death by dying for us; and revealed the 

resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled 

your will and won for you a holy people.   

 

And now we give you thanks because, in the 

incarnation of the Word, a new light has dawned 

upon the world, that all the nations may be 

brought out of darkness to see the radiance of 

your glory. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all 

the company of heaven we proclaim your great 

and glorious name, for ever praising you and 
saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all 

holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts 

of bread and wine may be to us the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same 

night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave 

you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup 

and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of Faith  

Christ has died: Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again. 
  

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the 

cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins 

of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking 

for his coming in glory, we celebrate this 

memorial of our redemption.   

 

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and 

this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you.  

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather 

into one in your kingdom all who share this one 

bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of  

all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and 

with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 

almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Believing in the promises of God, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; 
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on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  
 
The President breaks the consecrated bread, 

saying 
We break this bread to share in the body of 

Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one 

body, because we all share in one 

bread.  

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: grant us peace.  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world. Blessed are those who are called to 

his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive 

you, but only say the word, and I 

shall be healed. 
 

As the celebrant receives 

Communion the words of 

distribution are spoken to the 

congregation, and all who intend to 

receive say, ‘Amen’. 

 

Communion will be administered in 

one kind only. 

Please remain seated until directed 

by a steward, starting from the rear 

pews, to come forward continuing to 

ensure 2m social distancing. 

 

On coming to the front, please stand 

in front of the celebrant and extend 

your hands to receive the bread, 

which will be dropped into your hand 

without further words of distribution 

being said and without physical 

contact being made. 

 

After receiving communion, 

communicants should use hand 

sanitiser and return to their seat via 

the one-way system as directed. 

 

A time for silent reflection and thanksgiving  

is kept 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word 

who is the bread of life: fill us with your Holy 

Spirit that through us the light of your glory may 

shine in all the world. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Father of all, we give you thanks 

and praise, that when we were 

still far off you met us in your Son 

and brought us home. Dying and 

living, he declared your love, gave 

us grace, and opened the gate of 

glory. May we who share Christ's 

body live his risen life; we who 

drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give 

light to the world. Keep us firm in 

the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall 

be free, and the whole earth live 

to praise your name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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NOTICES 

 

Please stand for THE BLESSING and 

DISMISSAL 
 

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of 

his glory and gladden your hearts with the good 

news of his kingdom;  

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit remain with you and all 

whom you love and pray for, living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 
 

Hymn:  

Take my life, and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my hands, and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

Take my feet, and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee. 

 

Take my voice, and let me sing 

always, only, for my King; 

take my lips, and let them be 

filled with messages from thee. 

Take my silver and my gold; 

not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect, and use 

every power as thou shalt choose. 

 

Take my will, and make it thine: 

it shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart: it is thine own; 

it shall be thy royal throne. 

 

 
 

 

Follow us on social media:  

strichardscrawley.co.uk    

Facebook: strichardsthreebridges 
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