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A word from Katie . . . 

As we reach the beginning of Advent, we may be contemplating 
how different our celebrations might look this year. If you are 
anything like me, things outside of the usual can sometimes trigger 
a range of different emotions; perhaps some nostalgia, perhaps 
some sadness that church services and family celebrations might 
not be as we would like them to be, perhaps a feeling that this year 
it just won't be the same.  

And yet... Jesus was born in the most unusual and unlikely of 
circumstances; a census, no room at the inn and a stable. Into this 
uncertain and difficult set of circumstances Jesus came, bringing 
hope, peace and new life to all who turn to him.   

In the midst of our uncertainty we can speak the wonderful words 
of Zechariah; 'Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he 
has come to his people and redeemed them' (Luke 1:68). Yes, we're 
going to have a different sort of Advent and Christmas, but we have 
the wonderful assurance of the same constant God. A God who 
comes to HIS people, and brings the promise of salvation and new 
life. A God who chooses to dwell with US in all we are facing, a God 
who comes to his people because he LOVES us with a fierce, 
unconditional love and longs for us to love him with the same 
intensity.  

This Advent let’s take the opportunity to prepare our hearts to meet 
with Jesus afresh, and make the words of Zechariah our own, raising 
our voices in praise to our King who, out of love, has come to His 
people and set them free! 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and Blessed New Year.  

With Every Blessing 

Katie 
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News from St Mary’s, Broughton Gifford  

 

 One of the recurring concerns during the pandemic is 
uncertainty, and during the current lockdown for the 
church this has been worse than usual.  It was almost at the 
last minute that we could celebrate Remembrance Sunday 
in any form.  Nevertheless, despite the absence of the scout group and most 
unappealing weather, about seventy people were at the war memorial for 
the short service taken by Ruth.  In her address, she honoured not just the 
war dead, but also those who had lost their  lives in the current crisis.  A total 
of £190 was raised for the poppy appeal.  We did remember them. 

 With the church closed for lockdown, and restoration work, life has 
been different. One of our homegroups has met weekly through Zoom, 
though sadly this has meant the temporary exclusion of some of the older 
members.  With visiting forbidden, much of the pastoral work has been on 
the phone.  Loneliness is a real  problem for many.  The church was able to 
open for the funeral of Jan Symes, with a maximum of thirty people allowed 
to be present. 

 We are told that the government is hoping to make Christmas as 
normal as possible.  What that will be is, at the moment not at all clear. 
Already, the popular Christingle service is a victim, though it is being 
recorded and will appear on-line. 

We are hoping that the licensing of Keith on December 9th, by the Bishop of 
Ramsbury, will not be affected.  Our other regular Christmas services should 
take place as normal.  We are praying that the heating will be re-installed by 
then! 

 Work is progressing on the restoration within the church.  Until now, 
most of it has been on re-levelling the floors and this has revealed much of 
the past history of the church.  Medieval tiles and Roman bricks have already 
been reported, but recent work has  found stone foundations which date 
back further than what we had thought was the oldest part of the church 
dating back to the 13th century.  History is in the course of being re-written. 

 It is hoped that the works will be completed by next Easter.  As for the 
pandemic…? 

The Christingle Service will not be held in the usual way this 

year due to the current Coronavirus restrictions.  

However, the church has been busy organising an online 

service to be streamed through St. Mary's School on 

Monday, 7th December. This will be in school time and the 

children will make their own Christingles to enjoy and 

celebrate at this special time.  

If you would like to donate to the Children's Society, please 

visit their website 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/

donate 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate


 

03 News from All Saints – Great Chalfield    
 

The Quiet Garden 
Do you need ?   We offer 
Time to reflect,   Peace and stillness, 
Space to be alone,  Solitude, a beautiful garden, 
Somewhere to pray,  Someone to talk to, if you wish 
Someone to listen,   Shelter from the elements in the  
Or a quiet place?     medieval parish church 
 
      
 

 
 
 
  

A message from the Quiet Garden committee:   
“Instead of being on Tuesday 1 December The Quiet Garden has been 
postponed until Tuesday 8 December.  Also, the original speaker, Canon 
Roger Morgan, is unable to do the 8th, however, Anthony Matthew will be 
the new speaker.  If lockdown is extended beyond the 2nd this may 
change, but this is our hope at the moment”.   Also, on the next two 
pages is a meditation that Canon Roger Morgan has kindly supplied that 
you may like to use at home. 
 

Invited Speakers 2020  

December 8th Anthony Matthews - UB Licensed Lay Minister 
February 2nd Clive Illman - URC  Preacher 
The primary vision of the Trust is to initiate and resource a network of 
local opportunities for prayer, silence, reflection and appreciation of 
beauty; for learning about Christian life, spirituality, and for experiencing 
creativity and healing in the context of God’s love. 

Although the Quiet Garden is a Christian organisation, we welcome 
everyone.  There is no charge; however, a donation to cover our expenses 
is greatly appreciated.  Please bring your own drinks and food as we 
cannot serve any in the current situation. 

Please book in with Anthony Matthew (01225) 782082 or 
email:     anthonymatthewfcn@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 

Have you heard about the Holt Advent Trail? We have been working with 
the school and preschool to brighten up the village during the dark 
evenings of winter, and to build some excitement around Advent. Between 
Advent Sunday (29th Nov) and Christmas Eve there will be a display of 
Advent windows around the village. To keep the excitement going these 
will be revealed a few at a time each Sunday in Advent.  There are a total of 
55 windows which is fabulous.  The trail is to be a fundraiser for school, 
preschool and church and it is great to be working together on this.  Maps 
will be available soon from the shop at £5 so we need to get promoting it 
now.  And do buy your map so you know where to look for the windows.  
Some of the windows will have a letter with them…..and collecting all the 
letters will lead to an anagram of a Christmas Carol.   Correct answers will 
be collected and drawn for a lovely prize.  

 
  
Here are two posters 
with a little more 
information.  This is 
our chance to get   
fully involved in 
supporting our school 
and preschool and 
connecting in with our 
local community. 
 
 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
The posters need to be displayed around the village….We have printed 
some off so if you can help by collecting a few and displaying in your 
windows, or on a telegraph pole near you, that would be great !! 
Thanks so much!                Lucy 



 

04 SPIRITUAL EXERCISES 
in uncertain times 

Roger Morgan : The Mathetes Trust 

5. Overflowing with thankfulness 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness. Colossians 2: 6-7 

 

The briefcase 
I was having a bad day. I was sitting in a hotel trying to write a sermon 
but unable to concentrate; my mind was full of apparently unsolvable 
problems which were nothing to do with my sermon. Then out of the 
corner of my eye I spotted my briefcase; it used to belong to my dad, 
and it is far and away my most treasured possession. Suddenly my mind was full of 
positive thoughts. I decided to spend some time giving heartfelt thanks for my 
lovely briefcase and all that went with it. 
Then it occurred to me that being thankful is far better than being miserable. So I 
thought of something else to be thankful for, and then something else. For an hour I 
thanked God for one thing after another. Then I was able to write my sermon. Then 
I went home to discover that while I was in the hotel all my problems had gone 
away; it really was amazing. This has been called the power of positive thinking; it is 
very real. 

Negative thinking 
If we choose to think negatively, we find there is plenty of scope. As I write, over 
30,000 people have died of coronavirus in the UK; the next one could be me. In the 
14th century over a third of the population of Europe died from the Black Death. 
Every day people kill themselves; others lie in agony in paralysed bodies. For most
people something or other goes wrong every day. And this in a world that God 
made; one day, things will be different – but for the moment this is the way things 
are. 

Overflowing with thankfulness 
Yet God instructs us to overflow with thankfulness. This exercise is aimed at helping 
you to do that. 

1. Begin by realising that the natural world has far more wonderful things in it 
 than awful things. For instance, more than 99% of viruses do us all kind of 
good  – we actually need viruses. Fire can burn and destroy, but who would 
choose a world without fire? Our lives may be long or short, but in them we 
give and receive much joy. Try doing what I did in the hotel: just keep on 
thinking about the good things in the world God has made, and thank him for 
them; there are millions of them. 

2. Thank God that he is eternal, which means that he is outside time and 

 outside space. Reflect that God invites us to join him in eternity: death is 
 the gateway to a new life. Turn to John’s gospel and meditate on these 
 promises: 
 
 John 1: 12 John 5: 24 John 7: 37-38 
 John 3: 16 John 6: 35 John 11: 25-26 
 John 3: 36 John 6: 68 John 20: 31 
 

Have a look at Romans 5: 3-5, where you will find a description of a four-part 
journey. Spend some time identifying these four stages; then thank God for the 
parts of the journey that are already part of your experience, and anticipate 
the others. 

Stage 1: Suffering produces endurance 

  All of us have suffered, but only some of us endure. The opposite of 
 endurance is despair or anger; to endure is to trust, to keep on going as J
 esus did when he approached the cross. 

Stage 2: Endurance produces character 

  If we practice endurance when we suffer we always get changed by it in 
 good  ways; this is character. Think of the ways in which your character 
 has been formed by suffering. 

Stage 3: Endurance produces hope 

  As trust grows and character changes, we develop confidence in a God 
 who can take us through anything, even an unpleasant death. In his 
 recent book, John Lennox writes about a woman who suffered motor 
 neurone disease for 15 years. For her, those 15 years were like climbing a 
 long, steep staircase into the presence of God. She never lost hope; it 
 just grew and grew in her. 

Stage 4: Hope leads to fulfilment 

 This is because as we go through the process of suffering, enduring, 
 changing and hoping, we find that we have the Holy Spirit with us. The 
 Holy Spirit’s presence is God’s tangible guarantee that even in death God 
 will not forsake us. We weren’t born with eternal life; we received it 
 when we believed in Jesus. 

 Natural life ends in physical death, but eternal life never ends! 

 

The Mathetes Trust 

 

http://www.mathetestrust.org/
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Preparing for Advent & Christmas 2020 
Comfort & Joy is the Church of England’s 2020 Christmas campaign. It holds 
together the hope that Christmas will bring joy and celebration after a uniquely 
difficult year with an acknowledgement that – for those who have lost loved ones or 
livelihoods, or who are potentially still not able to be together with loved ones – it 
may be the Church’s role, both nationally and locally, to provide consolation, rather 
than assume everyone will be ready to join in jubilation.  

Click on the link below for more CofE information and availability of various 
resources.  You will also find the CofE advent calendar on the next two pages.  

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparing-advent-christmas-
2020-comfort-and-joy 

Photos courtesy of Lynette Bastion right after the Service on Remembrance Sunday 

Thank-you ALL who donated to the Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal this year. In difficult times we have raised a Great 
amount.  I give the details as follows:-     

              Holt Primary School.... £216.29 
                        Holt Super Store......... £471.96 
                        The Ham Tree.............   £63.18 

               Collection on Ham Green..... £302.48 
               Donations total………….  £59.90 
                 Collection Total    -    £1234.54 
Arthur Baston - Voluntary Poppy Appeal Organiser for Holt RBL   

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparing-advent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparing-advent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy
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07 JANUARY 2021 
Services in Broughton Gifford, Great Chalfield and Holt 

Date Sunday Holt Broughton 
Gifford 

Great Chalfield 

 

3rd  
January 

 2nd after 
Christmas 

10:30 
St K’s Together 

Outdoors 

10:00 
Parish 

Communion 

18:00 
Evensong 

 
10th 

January 

1st Sunday  
of Epiphany 

10:30 
Parish 

Communion 

10:00 
Family Service 

10:00 
Holy 

Communion 

 

17th 
January 

2nd Sunday  
of Epiphany 

10:30 
Morning 
Worship 

10.00 
Parish 

Communion 

10:00 
Matins 

 

24th 
January 

3rd Sunday  
of Epiphany 

10:30 
Morning 
Worship 

10:00 
Morning 
Service 

10:00 
Holy 

Communion  

 

31st 
January 

4th Sunday  
of Epiphany 

10:30 
Benefice Service 

with URC 
  

“Dearest Church family, 
It is difficult to put into words the feeling I 
experienced on being given your wonderful 
monetary gift to help replace my broken 
e-bike. If any picture of what generosity 
looks like where needed as a model of 
Christian fellowship, your gift to me would 
be it. 
Thank you, thank you; As you give, it will be 
given to you; As you bless so will you be 
blessed.  
Much love, Ruth. Xx” 

Ed.  Thanks to your generous contributions 
we raised £900.  Brilliant! 

Date Sunday Holt Broughton 

Gifford 

Great Chalfield 

 

6th 
December 

 Second of 
Advent 

10:30 
St K’s Together 

Outdoors 

10:00 
Parish 

Communion 

18:00 
Evensong 

 
7th 

December 
Monday  

 

Christingle 
ONLINE 
SERVICE 

 

 

13th 
December 

Third of 
Advent 

10:30 
Parish 

Communion 

18.00 
Carols by 

Candlelight 

10:00 
Holy 

Communion 

 

20th 
December 

Fourth of 
Advent 

18.00 
Carols by 

Candlelight 

10:00 
Parish 

Communion 

16.00  (TBC) 
Carols by 

Candlelight 

 

24th 
December 

Thursday  
 

Christmas Eve 

17.00 
Nativity Trail 

Ham Green (TBC) 

23.15 
Midnight 

Mass 
 

 

25th 
December 

Friday  
 

Christmas Day 

10:30 
Family 

Communion 

10:00 
Family 

Communion 

10:00   
Holy 

Communion 

 
27th 

December 
FIFTH SUNDAY 

Benefice Service 
ONLINE ONLY 

  

DECEMBER 2020 
Services in Broughton Gifford, Great Chalfield and Holt 
Please Note all services will be confirmed as lockdown restrictions lift.  

Up to date information will be posted on the church noticeboards, on Facebook  
and on the website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our online services will be continuing and you can find them on our  
YouTube channel  Faith in our village or our website:  www.faithinourvillage.org 
 

To keep up to date with all our news just follow us @faithinourvillage.org 
 

Email: united.benefice@outlook.com 
Telephone: 01225 782717 

http://www.faithinourvillage.org
mailto:united.benefice@outlook.com
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Benefice Office 

The Coach House, 386a Ham Green, Holt, BA14 6PZ 

Tel: 01225 782717 

Email: united.benefice@outlook.com 
www.faithinourvillage.org 

 

Andrew Evans, Rector of Benefice 01225 782289 or  

goodevansitsandrew@gmail.com (day off Friday) 

Ruth Mecredy, Assistant Priest 01225 783197 or mecredy@googlemail.com 

Helen Begley, Pioneer Minister 01225 783543 or begleyhelen4@gmail.com 

Ann Fielden, Retired Priest 01225 782509 or fieldenann@gmail.com 

Jenny Davis, Retired Priest 01225 866479 or post@jadavis.plus.com 

Katie Jackson, Curate  07306 023713 or katiejacks139@gmail.com 

Anthony Matthew, Licensed Lay Minister 01225 782082 or  

anthonymatthewfcn@gmail.com 

Rachel Firth, Licensed Lay Minister 01380 871464 or 
rachel.firth@btconnect.com 

Lucy Waterman, Parish Safeguarding Representative 01225 782717 or 
united.benefice@outlook.com 

Ben Jarvis, Director of Music 

benjaminjarvis@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Thank you to those who have requested bank details to set up standing  

orders. The information needed is below: 

St Katharine's PCC        Sort code:  30 98 75     A/C: 01525597 

Broughton Gifford PCC  Sort code:  40 44 33     A/C: 51168657 

PCC of Great Chalfield:  Sort code:  30 98 75     A/C: 02075099  
 

Please send content for the Febuary edition of CLM 

via email by Monday 25th January 

 
              @faithinourvillage                      @faithinourvillage 

Wishing our church family 

a very merry Christmas 

wherever you may be and 

may the New Year bring 

peace, health and 

happiness to all 

from 

The United Benefice Team 


